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CHAPTER-IJI 


INTRODUCTION 


’ 


CHAPTER-TI 


: INTRODUCTION 


The modern Andhra Pradesh, the Premier State of India 
lies between the latitudes 12° 14' N to 19° 54' N and the 
longitudes 76° 50' E to 84° 50' E. 

The Andhra Pradesh has a special significance in 
the history of India as it 1s the gateway to the South. 
‘Its political boundaries changed so many times from the 
beginning of 18th century to the creation of the Present day 
Andhra Pradesh, on 1 November, 1956. The movement for a 
separate province to bring together the Telugu areas 
which were under different administrations culminated in 
the re-organisation of other States also in the country 


into various linguistic units. 


The present thesis 1s an attempt to analyse and record 
the whole process of the unification of the predominently 
Telugu speaking people of the three contiguous regions 
viz., the Coastal or Northern Circar Districts comprising 
East-Godavari; Guntur, Krishna, Nellore, Prakasam, Srikakulam, 
Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram and West-Godavari; the Ceded 
or Rayalaseema Districts consisting of Anantapur; Chittoor, 


Cuddapah and Kurnool; and the Telangana Districts of 


the erst-while Nizam's dominions of Adilabad, Hyderabad, 
Karimnagar, Khammam, Mahaboobnagar, Medak, Nizamabad, 


Nalgonda, RangaReddy and Warangal. 


The Andhras have a hoary past as attested to by 
literary, epigraphic and numismatic evidence. The earliest 
historical reference to the Andhras 1s available in Aitareya 
Brahmana. 4 The Andhras were an entity, both on ethnic as 
well as cultural grounds. Andhradesa formed a part of 
the Mauryan empire. Under the Satavahanas, the Andhra empire 
extended from sea to sea and from the erstwhile Central 
provinces in the north to Cuddalore, south of Madras 
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on the east coast and Karnataka in the southwest.” After the 


fall of the Satavahana dynasty the political unity of the 
Andhra region was once again consolidated by the Chalukyas 
of Badami, the Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi and the Chalukyas 
of Kalyana. In the medieval period the Andhras were once 


again united by the Kakatiyas of Warangal. 


The political unity of the Andhra region was impaired 


in the 18th century since when the present coastal Andhra area 


1. Venkatachalam, Kota., Journal of the Andhra Historical 
Research Society, July 1948 to April 1949, vol.XIX, the 
origion of the Andhras, p.158. 

2. The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Claredon Press, oxford, 
1906, vol.XIX, p.10. 
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called Northern Circars was given away to the British 
by a treaty entered into in 1766 between the English and 


1 Similarly, the Rayalaseema districts 


the Nizam of Hyderabad. 
were ceded to the British by the Nizam in 1800 under the 
Subsidiary Alliance. ? Thus, the British, who acquired the 
entire Andhra region, attached it to the Madras Presidency, 


whereas the Telangana continued under the Nizams. 


The Telugu speaking people in the Madras Presidency 
were inspired by the panteedon and annulment of Bengal 
and the discussions that followed on the unity of people 
on the language basis and as being instrumental for carving-~ 
out a separate province which was indicated at an informal 
conference held in 1907 at Masulipatam to which the Andhras 
of the Nizam's dominions had been invited. And its aim was 
mainly to bring about the unity of the Telugu speaking peopic 
under one province. The Telugu press followed it up and the 
Andhra movement gained momentum. In the year 1913 1t took 
the shape of _a Movement to demand the redistribution of 


provinces on linguistic basis under the auspices of the 


1% District Collectorate Records Masulipatam District, 
vol.No.3043, pp.62-66., available ain Andhra Pradesh 
State Archives, Hyderabad. 


2. Manual of the Administration of the Madras Presidenc 
Government Press, Madras, 1885, vol.i1, p.263. 


Andhra Mahasabha which met for the first time at Bapatila. 
After a prolonged struggle for forty long years and several 
sacrifices, the Andhra State. was formed on i October, 
1953, bafurcating the Circars and Ceded Districts from the 
Madras Presidency with Kurnool as Capital. Later, consequent 
on the re-organisation of the States and as a result 
of the Gentlemen's Agreement, Telangana Districts of the 
erstwhile Hyderabad State and the Andhra State were unified 
on the linguistic basis and Andhra Pradesh came into 


existence on 1 November, 1956 with Hyderabad as its capita). 


The present study is limited to the period from 1913 
to 1956. The year 1913 has been taken as the starting 
point for, in that year the first organisation was establish- 
ed to fight for the creation of the Andhra Province and 
also to redress the grievances of the Telugu speaking 
people. It was since then the Andhra Movement picked up 
from stage to stage including the creation of a separate 
Andhra Provincial Congress Committee, establishment of 
Andhra University, formation of Andhra State in 1953 and 


finally the inauguration of the Andhra Pradesh in 1956. 


The study includes various stages in the movement 


including the British attitude towards the linguistic states, 


the policies of various political parties vis-a-vis the 
National Movement. However, this study does not cover the 
work of the Indian National Congress, All India State 


Peoples Conference, etc. 


This study is mainly ‘based on historical method 
which includes the study and ainterpretation of various 
primary sources, and the re-assessment of studies which have 
been made already. The descriptive and comparative methods 
are also used for better assessment of the sources available 


including published and unpublished material. 


There are not many studies made on the subject of 
the establishment of linguistic states. However, V.C.P. 
Chaudhary's Creation of Modern Bihar, K.V.Narayana Rao's 
"The Emergence of Andhra Pradesh' can be mentioned as two 
good works on the study and emergence of states on the 
linguistic basis. K.V.Narayana Rao's work 'The Emergence 
of Andhra Pradesh', B.Kesavanarayana's ‘Political and Social 
factors in Andhra 1900-1956', Rudrayya Chowdari's 'Prakasam- 
A Political Study', Prasanna Kumar's !Dr.Pattabh1 - A 
Political Study', and K.Subramanyam's 'The Role of Press 


and the National Movement in South India - Andhra, 1905- 


1932 are some of the works connected with this theme but 


s 


their main theme and emphasis are different from that of 


the present study. They have not made a special study on 
unification G.V.Subba Rao's ‘History of Andhra Movement' is 
a good:‘attempt but it is more in the form of a collection 
and documentation of the related anformation, mostly 
about himself and the activities of Andhra Mahasabha. It 
does not cover the entire period since it ended with the 
formation of Andhra State ain 1953. Much more happened 
after the formation of the Andhra State towards the goal 
of unification of Andhra Pradesh in 1956. Further, the 
history of the movement in Telangana has not been dealt 


with in this work. 


Even kK.V.Narayana Rao in his introduction to his 
study particularly mentioned that he had no access to 
records which were of confidential nature or had a bearing 
on matters of policy for the past fifty years. Now such 
records are available for consultation to scholars as old 
archival restrictions have been considerably relaxed 
on the recommendations of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. Therefore, it has been possible in the present 
study to cover and explore such of those records which 
were not accessible till recently. The Andhra Pradesh 
State Archives, Hyderabad in the recent years have acquired 


a good number of private collections in the Private 


Archives Series from individuals, institutions and zamindars, 
which are in the form of unpublished diaries, personal 
papers, letters, family papers, manuscripts, newspaper 
clippings, rare-books etc. This large volume of non- 
governmental literature throw abundant fresh light on 
several aspects of Andhra Pradesh in general and _ the 
evoluation of Andhra Movement i1n particular. Having the 
privilege of being a staff member of Andhra Pradesh State 
Archives, these rare archival ‘sources so far untapped 
were available and they are fully utilised for the present 
study. Dastrict Collectorate records in manuscript series, 
strictly confidential and confidential correspondence 
of the Departments of Public General, Home, Judicial, 
Education; Printed Proceedings of various Departments 
and the erstwhile Board of Revenue; Confidential News 
Paper Reports; Fortnightly Reports, Gazettes, Gazetteers, 
Andhra Mahasabha Proceedings; Proceedings of Madras 
Legislative Assembly and Council, Andhra Legislative 
Assembly, Hyderabad Legislative Assembly, Indian Legislative 
Assembly, Source Material for the compilation of Andhra 
Movement, History of Freedom Movement in Andhra and Hyderabad 
State have also been consulted for the study. These records 
contain copious information on the struggle by the Telugu 


people for a separate province. These are in addition to 


the review of major historical works, several biographies, 
autobiographies, journals, books and many other articles 


published on the subject. 


The present study is mainly concerned with various 
aspects of the whole process of unification, the sentimental 
urge of the Telugu people for a separate state, the motive 
forces and the problems that cropped up, the negative 
forces and the role played by the Andhra Mahasabhas and 
their contribution to the goal of unification culminating 
in the languistic states which have become a reality 


without endangering unity of the country. 


Therefore the present study is the result of a modest 
exercise in consulting further archival sources, thereby 
filling the gaps in the study. It does not cover the 


problems relating to State borders. 


Speelings of the names of districts, towns and even 
the names of eminent leaders have undergone several changes 
during the period under study. However, only the modern 


spellings are adopted to facilitate easy reading. 


CHAPTER -II 


AWAKENING 


SECTION-1: HISTORICAL CONDITIONS 
SECTION-2: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


SECTION-3: POLITICAL CONDITIONS 


CHA PTE R-II 
AWAKENING 
SECTION-1: HISTORICAL CONDITIONS 


The Andhras belong to a very ancient race with a haory 
past. The earliest known reference to the Andhras is 
noticed in the, Aitareya Brahmana of the Reg Veda period. The 
Andhras were said to be of pure Aryan descent. + In many 
ancient records and works there are several references to 
the Andhra Inscriptions of the fourth century A.D., speak 


The Andhra kings held sway over the 


of Andhra - mandalas. 
entire country between the two seas and from the south of 
the Vindhyas upto the banks of the river Krishna and 
subsequently developed into an empire extending beyond the 
Vindhyas. 3 Towards the end of the third century B.C., the 
Andhras were rapidly expanding their territory under the 
Satavahana dynasty which ruled the Telugu country for nearly 


500 years. The power of the Andhras extended almost across 


the whole width of India, as the inscriptions at Nasik 


1. Venkatachalam, Kota., Journal of the Andhra Historical 
Research Society, Op. Cit., p.158. 

2. Burton Stein, Peasant, State and Society in Medieval 
India, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1980, p.195. 

3. Venkatappayya,, Konda, Andhra Province, a manuscript 


available in his personal papers, State Archives, 
Hyderabad. , 
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and Nanaghat show. Trade and Commerce flourished, especially 
with the western world. It is mainly to the Andhra kingdom 
that the account of the eastern trade is referred to 
in the Perizplus. Further, Ptolemy also had heard of the 
fame of the Andhra kings of his tame. + The Imperial 
Satavahanas were followed by the Ikshvakus, the Vishnukundins, 
the Salankayanas, the Chalukyas, the Kakatiyas, the Rayas 
of Vajayanagara and the Qutub Shahis. These are some of 
the prominent dynasties that ruled over the Andhra country. 
As a territorial name the world Andhra changed with varying 
significance at different periods according to the political 


supremacy of various dynasties that ruled over the country. * 


Under the Satavahanas the Andhra empire extended 
from sea to sea and from the Central Provinces in the 
north to Cuddalore, south of Madras on the east coast and 
Karnataka in the south-west. After the fall of the Satavahana 
dynasty the political unity of the Andhra was once again 
consolidated by the Chalukyas of Badami1, Eastern Chalukyas 


of Vengi and the Chalukyas of Kalyana. During the medieval 


eee Dodwell, H.H. (Ed.), The Cambridge Shorter History of 
India, Cambridge University Press, 1934, p.60. 


2. Chaudari, S.B., Journal of the Andhra Historical Research 
Society, vol. XVIII, Parts 1 to - The Andhras, 


p.il2. 
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Period the Andhras were again united by the Kakatiyas of 
Warangal. But the political unity of the Andhras' had 
been impaired in the 18th century since, the present 
coastal Andhra called Northern Caircars was given away by 
the Nizam of Hyderabad to the British under the Treaty of 
12 November, 1766.7 Similarly, the Rayalaseema districts 
were ceded to the British by the Nizam on 12 October, 


2 The territories 


1800 under the Subsidiary Alliance. 
thus ceded are popularly known as Ceded Districts. 2 Kurnool 
was acquired in the year 1838 by the British from the Nawab 


of Kurnooly” Badrachalam and Rekapalli taluks on the left 


dig Collectorate Records Masulipatam District, vol. 
No.3043, pp 62-66, Andhra Pradesh State Archives, 
Hyderabad The war preparations of Nizam All alarmed 
the British and made them to negotiate for peace. 
General Calli was deputed by the Madras Government to 
Hyderabad for negotiations and the result was the Treaty. 
The East India Company had agreed to pay Nizam Ali an 
annual tribute for the Circars of Rajahmundry, Nellore, 
Masulipatam, Chicacole and Murtezanagar. 


2. Manual of the Administration of the Madras Presidency, 
Op.Cit., vol.II, p.263. As a result of the Treaty of 
General offensive and defensive alliance settled on 
12 October, 1800, Nizam Ali Ceded to the British 
Government for the maintenance of British Subsidiary 
force all the territories he had acquired by the Treaty 
of Mysore comprising Ballary and Cuddapah. 


3. The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Op.Cit., p.10. Nellore 
District and Palnad were acquired from the Nawab of 
Carnatic, Nawab Azim-ud-daula in 1801. 


4, Ibid., p.34, Ghulam Rasul Khan was the Nawab of Kurnool 
then. 
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bank of the river Godavari were again ceded to the British by 
the Nizam on 26 December, 1860.° Thus, the British acquired 
the entire Andhra region separating it from the contiguous 
Telangana region and included in the Madras Presidency, 


while Telangana continued to be ruled by the Asaf Jahis. 


The land of the Andhras has not only been the cradle 
of several royal families, but also the seat of learning, 
art and culture. It had been home law - givers like Apastamba 
and Bodhayana, Philosophers like Nagarjuna and Kumarilla 
Bhata. religious enthusiasts like Vallabhacharya and Ramadas 
and poets like Nannaiah, Tikkana and Suranna who actively 
shaped the thought and action of Andhras. During’ the 
course of its, prolonged history, Andhradesa was influenced 
by Buddhism and Jainism, Saivism and Vaishnavism, each had 
1ts own yotaries in large numbers at different times. The 
religious history of the Andhra country is indelibly 


marked by monuments and literatre.° 


Ls Aitchison, C.U., A Collection of Treaties, Engagements 


and Sanads, Central Publication Branch, Calcutta, 
1929, vol.IX p.1. These areas were ceded by the 
Nizam, Afzul-ud-daula by the 8th article of the 


Treaty. 
2. Venkat Rao, .Gurty, Andhra Week, A.G. Press, Bezwada, 
December 1937 - English Essays: Andhra History and 


Culture, pp 4-5. 


13 


SECTION-2 : ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


The 19th century witnessed the establishment of the 
British rule in the whole of Andhra under the administration 
of Fort Saint George at Madras. The British administration 
was characterised by several drawbacks. The life of the 
people was degrading and exploitation was increasing. 
The social and economic conditions of the people during 
this period was described thus: "There was scarcely the 
faintest glimmer of public life in any sense of the term 
and the favour of the dfficials and the will and pleasure 
of the land-lords were the only coveted prizes for those 
who peeped at random into affairs not exclusively their own. 
Fear of Government and ignorance of law, meek submission 
to tyranny in many forms and from many quarters, a general 
listlessness in outlook segregated social life, inanimate 
political existence, superstition in religion and inaccessibi- 


lity to education characterised the life of the common man" + 


The British educational system though intended to train 
the natives for ministerial and administrative posts, 1t 


& 


ds Damodar am Pillai, Posy Gooty Kesavapillai, State 
Archives Monograph Series No.8, Andhra Pradesh Government 
Text Book Press, Hyderabad, 1978, pp.16-17. 


kindled in the hearts of the English educated youth the ideas 
of independence, liberty, equality and retionalism. This 
revolution manifested itself in the form of a social reform 
movement. = The spread of secondary education coupled 


with the growth in communications in the Circar Districts 


2 


helped social change in Andhra.” Further, apart from several 


native scholars a number of European scholars contributed 
to the growth of education and Télugu studies in particular. 
One such scholar was C.P.Brown (1794-1884) of the Madras 


Civil Service, who rendered extraordinary service to 


* 


Telugu in its diverse branches, MJlexicography, grammar, 
prosody, and editing of poems. 3 Brown's varied interests 


and rejuvenative contribution to promote Telugu studies at 


1. Somasekhara Sarma, M., Social and Economic changes in 
the 19th century, manuscript available in his personal 
co_lections: State Archives, Hyderabad. 


2. Vatkurtam, Y; Education and Social change in South 
India: Andhra, 1880-1920,New Era Publications, 


Madras, 1982, p.86. 


3. Itihas, Journal of the Andhra Pradesh Archives, District 
Collectorate Records - An Inexhaustable source for 
Research, vol, No.2, J9%f,. p.XXIV. The main works of 
Brown were: Telugu-English and English-Telugu Dictionary, 
Andhra Girvanachandamu, Vemana Padyamulu, <A Grammer 
of ‘the Telugu Language, The Telugu Reader, Adi Parvamu, 
Vasucharitra, etc. 
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1 exerted 


a time when Telugu literature was dying out, 
tremendous influence on Telugu people. What Rev. Kittel was 
to Kannada and Max Muller to Sanskrit, this great scholar 


was to Telugu. 


During the same period Swaminenimuddunarasimha Naidu, 
(about 1796-1856) who was a native of Rajahmundry and who 
held the post of First Class District Munsiff, theorized 
the contemporary problems and changes 1n his book Hitasuchani. 
He made marvelous suggestions in the introduction of 
his book and emphasised the need for education to women 
and advocated for a drastic change in the type of education 
prevailing then. Later inspired by Hitasuchani Veeresalingam 


followed the reforms indicated by Muddunarasimha Naidu. ? 


The ideas of social reforms were slowly gaining ground 
among the educated Andhras and public opinion was forming. 


At this juncture Gajula Lakshminarsu Sett1 (1806-1868), 


1. Reddy, G.N.(Ed), Literary Autobiography of C.P.Brown 
(1798-1884 ) Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupati, 


1978. pp.19-22. 


2. Venkatesiva Rao, Digavalli Swaminenimuddunarasimha 
Naidu Garu, SAMALOCHANA, February 1, 1981, pp.4- 
oe Muddunarasimha Naidu's book Hitasuchani was 
published by his son in 1862 after his father's death 
aun 1856. In the chapter on education the author 
suggested that the English books on Geography, Geometry, 
Arthametics, Astronomy, Philosophy, Anotomy should be 
translated into easy Telugu and publish them for the 
use of students and this was put to practice by 
Veeresalingam. 
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a Prominent Andhra of the city of Madras started the 
Chennapattana Swadeshi Jana Sangam (Madras Native Association) 
for the purpose of ventilating from time to time the people's 
grievances. He gave his heart and soul to the task of achiev- 
ing greater political liberty for his countrymen. + He started 
an English paper The crescent in October 1844. He submitted 
several petitions to the British Parliament detailing the 
grievances of the people, their civil and religious rights 
and Stien eeniods defects in the Bratish rule like torture 
and excessive taxation. His attempts to ameliorate the 
political and social conditions of the people laid the founda- 


2 It also led to 


tions for the formation of public opinion, 
the awakening of political consciousness among the people. 
Consequently the Andhras began to take interest to represent 


the people in various organisatins. 


Panappakam Anantacharlu (1843-1907) took deep interest 


in the welfare of his countrymen and contributed articles to 


1. Parameswaran pilla1, G., Representative Men of southern 
India, Gazula Lakshminarasu Setti, Madras, 1896, P.194. 
2. Ibid. p.207. Gajula Lakshminarasu Setti was the foremost 


to identify the problems of the natives. He started 
and provided several girls schools at his own expenses 
and advocated and even encouraged the marriage of 
widows. : 
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the English paper like Native Public Opinion and Madrasi. He 
became the Secretary of Madras Native Association in 
1880 and was the moving spirit behind the activities of the 
Sabha. Anantacharlu represented Andhras at the fuairst 
conference of the Indian National Congress held at Bombay in 
1885 and was chosen as the President for the Nagapur Session 
of the Congress in 1891. He became the representative member 
in the Imperial Legislative Council and made use of his 
position to voice-forth the grievances and distress of the 
people. He left no occasion to impress on the governing 
authorities the imperative necessity of ameliorating the 
deplorable conditions of the people under the British rule.! 
By this time the seeds of social reform sowed by Swamineni- 
muddunarasimha Naidu and others and watered by Kandukur1i 
Veeresalingam Pantulu (1848-1919) through his social reform 
movement began to sprout. Veeresalingam brought modern 
knowledge to the doors of the common man through his several 
writings. He condemned superstious beliefs and practices and 
revolutionised the culture and customs of the Andhras. He 


strongly supported the remarriage of child-widows and 


ies Venkatarangaiya, M. (Ed.), The Freedom Struggle 
an Andhra Pradesh (Andhra), Government Central Press, 
Hyderabad, 1965, vol.i P. 241. The name of Anantacharulu 
1s being used as Anandacharulu by several writers but 
his full and correct name is Panappakam Anantacharulu. 
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performed a number of widow marriages. He wrote Chandramati 
Charitramu, Satyasanjeevini etc., exclusively for women, * 
Elementary and high schools were established specially for | 
girls. He was one of the potent maker's of our epoch 
in Andhra. ° Veeresalingam developed in Telugu the best models 
of the literary writings about Western thought in the modern 
forms l121ke novel, drama, one act play, and autobiography. 


He also wrote on science, lives of the poets and brought 


out translations of some Shakespear's works. 


Reghupati Venkataratnam Naidu (1862-1939), a junior 
uaa enucdane of Veeresalingam carried further the reforms 
especially the anit-nautch movement to a success in Andhra. 

‘He was an unobtrusive worker for Harijan uplift and condemned 
the use of alcholic drinks. He presided over the Krishna 
Political and Social Conference held in 1898 at Guntur and 
the Provincial Social Conference at Ranipet in 1904. 


He was the Vice-President and non-resident member of 


the Rajahmundry Hithakarini Samaj of which Kandukuri 


1. Veeresalingam Pantulu, Kandukuri, The Auto-Biography 
Part II Vijgnana Chandrika Mandali, Madras 1915, p.183. 

2. Narla, V.R., Veeresalingam, Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, 
1968, p.81. 


19 


Veeresalingam Pantulu was the founder President. Later he 
became the Vice-Chancellor of the Madras University and was 
recognised as Kulapathi among the educationalists. The social 
reforms and changes in Andhra were reflected in the creative 


writings of Telugu writers. 4 


While Veeresalingam pioneered his social reform movement 
through his writings in his own way, Gurazada Appa Eao 
(1862-1915) became a trend setter in three geners of Telirgu 
literature - poetry, drama and short-story and a crusacer 
in the cause of progressive social reform movements of kis 
day. He exposed the social evils through his writings, the 
publication of the first edition of the Kanyasulkam, in 
1897 was a landmark. Gurazada states in the prefaze 
to the second edition of Kanyasulkam that he wrote it <zo 


advance the cause of social reform and to combat a popular 


prejudice that the Telugu language was unsuited to the stage 3 
1. Veeresalingam  Pantulu, Kandukuri, The Autobiography, 
Op.Cit., Part Ils In appendix A:under ‘memorandtum 


of Association of the Rajahmundry Hithakarini Samej 
the object of the Association was to carry on educatior- 
al, philanthropic and other useful work. 


2. Narla, V.R., Gurazada, Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, 197¢, 
p.71, Kanyasulkam means bride price. 


36 Unilit, Homage to Gurazada. Andhra Viswasahiti, 
Secenderabad, 1963, p.i01. 
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It was the effort of Gurazada to arouse public opinion by 
exposing the evil through a popular drama and thugs save 
a very helpless section of womankind from a galling type of 
Slavery, fraught with the germs of social demoralisation. ! 
While lamenting about the status of Telugu in Madras city 
Gurazada observed that only school books written in bad 
Madras Telugu had any chance of accptance by the Madras 
printers and with regard to old classics, a system of barter 
prevailed among the sellers. As a result there was not a 
single good Telugu book shop in the entire Madras city. If 
Madras had been situated about 38 k.m. north of its present 
site Telugu would have fared better, 1f 38 k.m. south, Tamil 
would have fared better, where it stood now was a step-mother 


2 Gurazada made it abundantly clear that his barbs 


3 


to Telugu. 


of satire were directed against the pseudo-renaissance man. 


1. While dedicating the drama Kanyasulkam to the Maharaja 
Mirj Ananda Gajapati Bahadur of Vizianagaram, Gurazada 
expressed the above sentiments, see Unilit p.118. 


2. Unilit, Op.Cait., p.119. 
3. Narla V.R., Op.Cit., p.79. 


R 


f 


/\. Autonomy in Lord Hardinge's Despatch of 25 August, 1911. 
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SECTION-3: POLITICAL CONDITIONS 


_ The Political changes in the country, particularly the 
announcement of the Partition of Bengal on 20 July, 1905 
met with vehement opposition from all parts of the country. 
The Andhras felt that the Partition of Bengal, not only 
struck at the dvgnaty of Bengali sub-nationalism but also 
at the nationhood of Indians. * The péople of Bengal challengéd 
the Partition resulting in the birth of Vandemataram 
Movement. The earlier Bengali ideals of Swadeshi, National 
Education, Social Reconstruction and various religious 


reform movements had the largest measure of influence on the 


Andhras . The new spirit that pervaded the country led to 


a widespread national awakening and had its fullest response 
from the Andhras. It was at this time the Andhras began to 
cultivate their sub-national consciousness, which was the 
direct result of the famous paragraph relating to Provincial 
2 
Lord Hardinge, while declaring the annulment of the Partition 
of Bengal, emphasised the provincial autonomy wherein the 


Andhra people could take a cue for the formation of linguistic 


1. Sarojani Regani, Highlights of the Freedom Movement in 
Andhra Pradesh, Shivaji Press, Secenderabad, 1972, p.24. 


2. jJanma Bhoom1, vol.IX, No.42, 20 September, 1928. 
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provinces and Andhra Movement gained significantly towards 
this issue.? The ideals of Bengalis fight for unity on the 
linguistic and national lines ignited the imagination of 
education Andhras about the sacred ideal that language was 
the bond of unity among men. It jovtated their minds, 
further it induced them to look into their past and work 


for their future. * y 


Library Movement also helped the Andhra Movement to a 
great extent. The first modern public library ‘Saraswathi 
Grandhalayam' was started in 1886 by ‘a _ school-master, 
Manthena Adinarayanamurthy at Visakhapatnam. 2 It Wes 
followed by the "Saraswathi Library’ at Pulivendula <n 
Cuddapah District, the C.V.N. Library of Ongole in Guntir 
district (1890), the "Simhachalapat1 Rao Library" in 
Vizianagaram (1894), the "Naoroj1 Club" at Undi, of Bhimavaran 
taluk (1895), the "Viresalinga Samaj Library" in Kumudavall1 
aun the same taluk (1897), the "Reading Club" of Kolluru 12 


Tenali taluk (1899), the "Young Men's Literary Association' 


1 


See for more details Lord Hardinge's Despatch. 


2. Ramachandra Rao, Tekumalla, Andhra Mahasabha - A Brie“ 
History. The Krishna Pushkaram Souvenir (Ed. ) 
Thandavakrishna, Kalapeetham, Bezwada, 1945, p.469 


3. Ibid, ,p.483. 
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‘ 
‘ 


of Guntur and the "Viresalingam Pustaka Bhandagaramu" in 
Rajahmundry (both in 1900), and the "Rama Mohan Library" at 
Vijayawada (1911). The Hieteny of Andhras by Chalukuri 
Virabhadra Rao gave the Anahi the long pagent of their 
glorious past and Ayyanki Venkata Ramanayya started the 
Library Movement. All these carried the lamp of knowledge 
to the remotest corners of Andhra creating a new awakening 


and provincial spirit among the people. 


. The pace of awakening for the cause of the Andhra 
Movement owed much to the periodical conferences of the 
District Associations. These ‘Bapoeiations were actively 
functioning 1n those days and espousing popular causes and 
seeking redressal of local grievances, making representations 
to the authorities and contributing to the growth of public 


fs : ; 2 
opinion in their respective areas. 


The Krishna District Association, though established 
mainly to Fight for the cause of local social and economic 
prceblems, in due course concentrated on political issues 


and became the most powerful” organisation in Andhra. 


dig Subba Rao, G.V.(Ed.), History of Andhra Movement 
(Andhra Region), Hyderabad, 1982, vol.1, p.123. 


2. Ibid.', p.119. 
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It served as a nursery of public life and attempted to bring 


about rapid political awakening. + 


By this time, as a result of the awakening, he 
Telugu People began to feel and assess the extent of their 
backwardness in the Madras Province. The Andhras were rot 
only discriminated in recruitment to the army with otker 
linguistic groups but also with the Telugu Language grcup 


itself 1.e., Telugu Muslims and Christians. ° 


Further, the Telugu identity in the presidency was lost 
as it was dominated by the Madrasis identity, the feeling 
among the Andhras that they were not progressing on par wich 
others in the Presidency, their insignificant number in tre 
public services have all been assessed in several writings. 
Most of the higher posts were held by non-Andhras. Even in 


purely Telugu districts, the number of non-Andhra office 7s 


1. Venkateswar Rao, M., The Krishna Dastrict Association 
Its contribution to the Social Econoic and Political 
Development: 1892-1920. Unpublished dissertation 


submitted to the Osmania University for the award 
of Degree of Master of Philosophy in History, 1982, p.95. 


2. Recruitment of Andhras to the army had been complete_y 
discontinued. But at the same time Telugu Muslims amd 
Christians were still being recruited and the prohibition 
was only against Telugu speaking Hindu; see for further 
details G.O.Ms No.744 and 745 Public Department, dt., 
24 June, 1912 G.O.Ms.No.1050, Public Dept., dated 20 August, 
L913. 
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were more when compared to the number of Andhras working in 
the Tamil districts. The number of educational instatuticns 
were far less in the Telugu districts whereas their numter 
was more in the Tamil districts. Added to their disadvantage, 
the head quarters of the Province i1.e., the Madras city 
was close to the Tamil areas and was far away from the 
Telugu districts. 

The andhras were also feeling the absence of an 
English daily for Andhras to make public their grievances 
and counter the criticism coming mostly from the Tamils as 
the few English dailies published then were run by non-Andhras 


iu 


including The Hindu. 


This lamentable condition of the Andhras compeli:2d 
them to think for an organised effort to get their grievances, 
redressed and for redrawing provincial boundaries on 


the basis of language. 
During the Vandemataram Movement a number of issues 
like national, Swadeshi, linguistic and other matters were 


discussed in the press and also on platforms. The publcc 


Ly See. Chapter II for details. 
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Consciousness was gaining momentum in the early period of 
the 20th century for the Vandemataram movement and the 
tour undertaken 1n support of this movement by Bipin Chandra 
Pal in Andhra created a new spirit among the people there. 
Bipin Chandra Pal toured Andhra in April 1907 for propagating 
the ideals of Swadeshi1 Movement. He visited Kakinada, 
Visakhapatnam, Rajahmundry, Vijayawada, Masulipatam and other 
towns and delivered several lectures on Swaraj, Swadeshi, 


Boycott etc. He inspired the Andhras in many ways. 


Bipin Chandra Pal's tour and lectures had a great 
influence on the Andhras leading to the foundation of several 
educational institutions like National School at Rajahmundry, 
National College at Masulipatam, Godvari Swadeshi Stores at 
Rajahmundry and several Swadeshi Stores at various other 
centres. Th@ladras Provincial Conference held at Visakhapatnam 
an june 1907 with B.N.Sarma as the Chairman and Nyapathi 
Subba Rao Pantulu as President while rejecting the motion 
on the boycott of British goods in the Province= passed the 


resolution relating to Swadeshi unanimously.* Thr 16th 


1. The Madras Mail, 8 June, 1907. 


2. The Freedom Struggle an Andhra Pradesh, vol.II, 
Op.Cit., p.42. 
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Krishna - Guntur District Political Conference of the year 
1907 which was held at Nandegam with the Raja of Munagala, 
Nayani Venkata Ranga Rao Bahadur as the President of 
the Reception Committee and Valluri Suryanarayana Rao 
Pantulu of Masulipatam as President of the Conference, also 
passed resolutions on Swaraj and Boycott. In his tour Bipin 
Chandra Pal gave a call to advance the cause of Swara), 
Swadeshi and National Education by the Indian National 
Congress. The district conference of the District Associations 
were also instrumental in carrying further this awakening 
among the Andhras and laying the foundations for’ the 
formative forces calling for the unity among the Andhras. 
On 17 November, 1907 when the enlightened groups of 
Masulipatam gathered at a public meeting and resolved to 
start the Andhra Jateeya Kalasala, the word Andhra was 
for the first time brough ainto vogue. They also resolved 
to organise the Andhra University. The first Andhra Social 
Reform Conference was organised at Masulipatam in 1908 
togather all the (then) five million Andhras including 
those in the Naizam's Dominions’ under a non-political 


2 


Danner. The Deshabhimani, a paper published from Guntur in 


ats issue of 19 January, 1910 for the first time gave a call 


i. The Freedom struggle in Andhra Pradesh, Vol.II Op.Cit. 
Pp. 3. 


2. Janma Bhumi, vol.IX, No.42, 20 September, 1928, p.6. 
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for unity among the Andhras not so much because their 
interests were different from those of the rest of the nation 
but because the Indian Nation could grow and develop in 
strength only when the different groups of people were 
united and strong individually. It further exhorted that the 
Andhras should make great efforts to become united. It could 
not be achieved by one man or by one paper, but everyone 
belonging to the Andhra race ghould take energetic steps to 
secure their union. + This plea for the Andhra unity was 
followed two weeks later by an article that appeared in 
the same paper advocating a separate conference for promoting 


solidarity among the Andhras. 7 


The Movement for the establishment of a separate 
province for the Andhras had its origin ian 1911 in a 
casual talk between the members of a popular association 
of Guntur, known as "Young Men's Literary Association" 
popularly known as Y.M.L.A. The casual talk among the members 
of the Association became serious when a young lawyer, 


Narayana Rao on coming to the Association direct from the 


1. Quoted in the Freedom Struggie in Andhra Pradesh, vol.II, 
Op.Cit., pp.68-69. 


2. Ibad., p.69. 
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court told the members that the Andhras must have a government 
of their own and the Tamil domination should be eradicated. 
He informed them that a sub-judge who was a Tamilian got 
a person from his own town Kumbhakonam for a petty post 
of an attender in his sub-Court, while there were several 
Telugu applicants for the post. Every one present resent2d 
the action of the sub-judge. As a result of this incident 
statistics were gathered which revealed that every gazetted 
officer in the twon and in the district was a non-Andhra. 
The majority of the teachers in the local schools were from 
beyond the river Cooum. These facts and other conditions 
existing then set the young men of Guntur to devote some Jf 


their tame to get more details. 


[ The Partition of Bengal was annulled in December 1911. 
and all the Bengali speaking people were brought under one 
government and the announcement was received with great 


jubilation in Andhra. y 


All these instances gave an impetus to the Andhras to 


think in the direction of a movement. Several articles 


1. Suryanarayana, Vishnubhotia, The Andhra Movemert, 
Gosht1, vol.XIX, No.2. May 1964, pp.45-46. 
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were published on the position of Telugu speaking people 
and the causes for their backwardness in the news papers 
and periodicals 11ike Deshabhimani, The Hindu, / Krishna 
Patrika, Andhra Patrika etc. The Hindustan Review, the 
Modern Review of Calcutta and even the Review of Reviews from 
London blessed the movement and asserted the necessity for 
a province. The Indian Patriot of Madras not only published 
leading articles in favour of the movement but actively 
helped the Andhras in carrying out the propaganda and 
published a series of articles in its columns. 3 Among the 

papers and periodicals which contributed more directly to 
the birth of the Andhra Movement during those days mention 

may be made of Desabhimania (Guntur), Krishna  Patrike 

(Masulitpatam), Andhra Patrika (then Weekly from Bombay), 

Darbar (Guntur), Sesilekha (Madras), Adhra Vani, Bharatha 
Matha, Ravi (Kakinada) Vysya (Madras), Desamatha (Rajahmundry), 
Dharma Prakasika, (Tenali), Sadhwi (Mysore), Andhra Kesar1i 
(Rajahmundry), Carlylean, Hitakarani, Navayuga, Andhra 
(Guntur), Swadesa Mitran (Madras), Dravidian (Madras), 


Hindu Nesan (Madras), Mysore State (Mysore), United India 


1. Venkatarangailya (Ed.), The Freedom Struggie in Andhra 
Pradesh, Op.Cit. vol.II, p.73. 
Goshti, vol.XIX, No.2, May 1964, p.47. 


3. Ibid., p.47. 
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and Native States (Mysore), Sampadabhyudaya (Mysore) 
Indian Patriot (Madras) , Venkatesh Patrika (Tenali), 


Andhra Advocate (Visakhapatnam). + 


The subject of a separate province for Andhras for the 
first time came up for discussion in the 21st Krishna-Guntur 
District Political Conference held at Nidadavolu from 21 to 
23 May, 1912 under the presidentship of Vemavarapu Rama 
Dasu Pantulu. The subject of the formation of a separate 
province for Telugu people out of the Madras Presidency 
was discussed by the Subjects Committee although it 
was not on its agenda and was allowed to be placed before 
the Conference. A resolution was moved in the Conference 
favouring a separate Andhra Province but the President 
ruled it out on the ground that it had not been placed 
vefore the Subjects Committee previously. ° But K.V.Redd1 Naidu 
and Peddada Sambasiva Rao pleaded for postponement of the 
subjecttiallithe next conference. 2 The other conferences which 


met along with the District Conferences at Nidadavolu also 


1. Subba Rao, G.V. (Ed.), History of Andhra Movement, 
Op.Cit, vol.1, pp.112-113. 

2. Venkatappayya, Konda, Sveeyacharitra, Dakshina Bharata 
Hind1 Prachara Sabha (Andhra), Hyderabad, 1966, 
pp. 166-167. 


3. Gosht1, vol.XIX, No.2, May 1964 p.48. 
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discussed the matter suggesting that 'why not the Andhras 
come together frequently at one place in conferences 
and think of their common problems and work for their common 
upliftment as Andhras are one' which was instrumental in 
making Jonnavithula Gurunadham to form a Committee at Guntur 
with Vainjamuri Bhavanacharlu and Konda Venkatappayya as 


its Secretaries. 


Chatti Narasimha Rao suggested to Konda 
Venkatappayya that it would be desirable to assemble 
all the prominent men of Andhra anto Andhra Mahasabha 


every year. % 


When Unnava Lakshminarayana, Challa Seshagiri Rao and 
Jonnavithala Gurunadham gathered at the place of Vinjamur1 
Bhavanacharlu at Guntur, Konda Venkatappayya joined them. In 
the course of their discussions it was strongly urged upon 
Konda Venkatappayya that the Andhras should be separated 
from Madras and constituted into a province with a separate 
High Court, Board of Revenue etc. and there should be a 
suitable agitation for achieving it. And this responsibility 
was entrusted to Konda Venkatappayya. At this he observed 


that it was a herculean task and it maght be unacceptable 


1. The Krishna Pushkaram Souvenir, Op.Cit., p.470. 
2. Venkatappayya, Konda, Sveeyacharitra, Op.Cit., p.167. 
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to the prominent leaders and without them the movement would 
not carry weight. ! Therefore Venkatappayya thought that 
instead of raising the issue of a separate province immediate- 
ly it would be desirable to work for promoting all round 
progress and unity amongst Andhras. For this he felt an 
Andhra Mahasabha had to be established and it might meet 
annually at important Andhra towns. With the help of 
Jonnaviathula Gurunadham, Konda Venkatappayya prepared Telugu 
and English Bulletins entitled The Andhra Movement and got 


them circulated.” 


The Andhra Movement as part of a wider national 
unity, was discussed in the press on several occasions. The 
Krishna Patrika was the first to publish several articles 
reminding the Andhras of the necessity for a separate 
province. > It was widely accepted that unless the Andhra 
people gained a separate identity and a province they would 
not develop fully. But in the press there were also arguments 
against such a province. The Sasilekha of Madras expressed 


fears that a separate Andhra Province for Andhras might 


1% Venkatappayya, Konda, Sveeyacharitra, Op.Cit., p.167. 
Ibid, , pp.168-170. 
3. The Krishna Patrika, 31 May 1912, 12 July 1912. 
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lead to similar claims by the Tamilians, ‘the Malayalis etc. 


The Vysya in its issue of 6 September, 1912 completely 
disagreed with the proposal for a separate province for 


2 


Andhras. The Hindu” also subscribed to the argument that the 


constitution of provinces on the basis of language was 
neither desirable nor practicable. However, the overall 
position was that the spread of Western education, the rising 
spirit of social reform, a prosperous middle class actively 
perticipating in the dastrict conferences and Swadeshi 
movement strengthened the political consciousness among the 
Andhras. 3 As a result of these events the public opinion 
ian Andhra gained strength and the atmosphere was charged 
with a call for an Andhra sonnehewee: In this way the 
historical and social conditions and political conditions in 
Andhra created a great enthusiasm among the Telugu people and 
gave rise to an awakening and renaissance in the Andhra 
districts. The period from 1907 to 1913 was marked by rapid 
growth of public opinion for Telugu identity and shift 
frcm problems of the people to a province for the people, 
from District Conferences to a separate Andhra Conference. 
This was an important development particularly Webageabie 


after the Nidadavolu Conference. 


1. Sesilekha, 23 August, 1912. 

The Hindu, 29 August, 1912. 

Narayana Rao, K.V., The Emergence of Andhra Pradesh, 
poplar Prakashan, Bombay, 1973, p.15. 
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SECTION-1: ORIGIN AND GROWTH- 


By the early 20th century, the concept of nationalism 
and sub-nationalism gained significantly s new outiloo=. 
The Vandemataram Movement, a sequal to the Partition cof 
Bengal, strengthened the cause for the formation of states 
on lingustic basis. “the step motherly attitude which tre 
Telugu speaking people were receiving in the composite 
Madras Presidency and the anadequate educational, employmert 
and other opportunities in addition to  subordinating 
their cultural identity to the composite culture of the 
presidency made the people of Andhra to raise the bogy of 


a separate Andhra Province like Bihar. There can be no 


doubt that the Andhra Movement was largely moulded ani 


influenced right from its inception by the "Beheree 
1. When the Government had planned to divide Bengal or 
administrative grounds, the National Congress hac 


suggested for the division of the States on linguistic 
basis i.e., all the Bengali speaking areas into one 
zone and Hindi speaking areas into another zone. Or 
the annulment of Bengal, the Bengali speaking areas anc 
the Hindi speaking areas were kept under separate 


administrations. In doing so, race and language 
played a prominent role. See for more details Chowdhary, 
V.C.P., Creation of Modern Bihar, Patna: Yogeshwar 


Prakashan, 1964. 
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Movement. + From 1907 onwards various issues and efforts of 
the Telugu people culminated in the genesis of the Andrra 


' 


Mahasabha. 


The movement for the creation of a separate Provime 
for the Andhras had its origin as noticed earlier ain 
a casual discussion between the members of the Youg 
Men's Literary Association of Guntur in the Year 1911.° 
The Andhra province issue was discussed in the Subjeccs 
Committee of the 21st Krishna-Guntur District Conference 
held at Nidadavolu in May 1912. In this Conference Vallu>1 
Suryanarayana Rao, a lawyer from Masulipatam, argued that 
the eastern districts (1.e. Coastal Telugu Dastricts) he 
separated from the Tamils and added to the Central Provinces 
since there had been rumours in the previous years thet 
the districts of Ganjam, Visakhapatnam, Godavari and Krishra 
would be joined to the Central Provinces in case the office 
of Lieutenant Governer was created there. Some youngmen 


suggested that it would be better to agitate first for the 


1. For and Against Andhra Movement, the Standing Committee, 
ee Swadeshit Press, Masulipatam, 1919, pp.185- 
1 7. , 


2. Gosht1, vol.XIX, No.2, May 1964, and also extracts fron 
the Government Orders and Confidential Newspaper Reports 
collected as source material for the Freedom Struggle 
an Andhra Pradesh (Andhra), Andhra Pradesh State 
Archives, Hyderabad. 


Z ay RS) 
x ~l 
é CNY . of 


Uy as 


se, 


‘ 


f 
NON 
ne 


37 


formation of a Province for the Andhras comprising the Coastal 
and the Ceded Districts. It was also suggested that they could 
work for the unity of the contiguous eastern Telugu districts 
1n the Nizam's Dominion and the Telugu speaking areas in the 


Central Provinces. 2 


Even in 1911 there appeared some lettrs@ in the 


Krishna Patrika advocating for a separate Province. A Confe- 
rence to discuss about matters other than politics was held in 
Bandar in 1908 under the leadership of Jonnavithula Gurunadham? 
These moves and proposals were significant as they commanded 
the attention of the Andhras. The behaviour of the young 
lawyer, Narayana Rao of Guntur’ who got angry over the 
appointment of a certain individual made by the sub-judge for 
a petty post from his home town Kumbhakonam overlooking 
several Telugu applicants might be a trivial incident, but 
the depth of the problem was much deeper as Andhras began to 
probe and assess the details and collect statistics and examine 


the circumstances for their backwardness in various fields. 


1. Narayana Rao, K.V., The Emergence of Andhra Pradesh, 
Op.Cit., p.33. Also the Krishna Patrika, 19 January, 1912. 


2. Venkatappayya, Konda, Sveeyacharitra, Op.Cit., p.170. 


Hanumantha Rao, Bhattiprolu, Andhrula Charitra, welcome 


press, Guntur, 1956, p.396. The present Masulipatam 
town was then called Bandar. 


4. Gosht1, May 1964. 
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[\ seemoxee: MAJOR FACTORS FOR THE RISE OF THE MOVEMENT 


Heteregeneous people speaking different languages were 
forced to live in composite provinces like Madras and Bombay. 
The common man was put to lot of inconveniencies in the 
administrative matters since he had to depend mostly on the 
translations of Government transactions. - /roout this, 
the ie Patrika observed that it was absolutely essential 
that the administration should be carried out in the vernacular 
of the Province so that the people could take a. lively 


interest in the affirs of the Province.” 


There was a ready 
example of Bengalis who secured unity and strength for 
themselves by leading an independent movement along the lines 
suited to their own racial and cultural development. So also 
the Telugu people were entitled to agitate for such opportuni- 
ties and advancement. > The Andras, who were twenty-two million 
strong constituted the third largest community in India, had 


in them potentialities of a fine sub-nationality. They had 


an ancient culture. They were proud of their superb arts and 


1. Narayana Rao, Chilkur1; Memorandum to linguistic Commission, 
also Jwala, 3 October, i948. 


2. The Andhra Patrika, 30 May, 1933. 
The Hindu, 28 February, 1913. 
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crafts and spoke a fine language of the East.2 


There were Andhras who had been in public life end 
occupied high positions but they were known as Madrasis 
bracketed along with several other communities of South 
Indza. To a North Indian whether one was an Andhra or a 
Tamilian, or a kannadiga or a Malayalee it made no differense 
for him. He called all as Madrasis. Men of outstanding 
position in public life from Andhra like Veeresalingam in 
the field of Social Reforms or Nyapath1 Subha Rao and Ganjam 
Venkataratnam in the field of politics were only Madrasis and 
nothing else. The Andhras had to thank themselves for 


this obscurity. ° 


In the constitutional affairs and the involvement cf 
Indians in the process of law making and administration tke 
legislative council was considered most significant. But 
in the Madras Legislative Council out of the seven elected 
members only two were Andhras. Again of these two one was 


generally being held by a Tamilian settled in Telugu Districts 


1. Janmabhumi, vol.IX, No.42, 20 September, 1928, op.7. 
The population of the Andhras stated here was ag in the 
year 1928. 


2. Sitaramayya, P., Janmabhumi, vol.IxX, No.42, 20 September, 
1928, p.5. 
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Although there was no marked Political upheaval in the 
Andhradesa any more than in the other Provinces, still the 
former stole a march over the rest in the regularity of 
holding the District Congress meetings in various areés, 
which voiced the grievances of ryots against economic 
exploitation in the region etc., and resorted to constitutioral 


methods like petitioning, protesting and praying. ? 


There were a number of gross inequalities between the 
Andhra and non-Andhra areas in the Madras Presidency. Madres, 
the capital of the Presidency was not located in the Andhra 
area. The disadvantages consequent on this were many. Higher 
Education including the technical and professional education 
was not within the reach of the Telugu people. This denied 
them many of the higher appointments in Government service 
even in Andhra region. Secondly, the Anglo-Indian officezs 
with very little knowledge of Telugu could not properly 
understand the problems of the people. Further, the grievances 
of the Telugu people were not properly brought to tie 


notice of the Government. 


1. Janmabhumi, vol.IxX, No.42, 20 September, 1928, p.5. 


2. For more details see Secshagiri Rao, Challa Deshabhiman-, 
26 December, i911. 
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In respect of higher centres of learning, out of 
tharty-one colleges in the Madras Presidency, there were orly 
three first grade colleges and five second grade colleges in 
the Andhra area. Similarly, out of 284 Assistant Surgecns 
there were only 12 and 4 out of 120 M.B.C.M.Degree holders. + 
Further, it was felt that in the administration and otter 
matters non-Telugu people were dominating in the Andrra 
area.” This disparity and negligence of the Telugu speaking 
areas later gained expression in the demand for a separate 


Andhra Province. 


1. The Krishna Patrika, 13 December, 1913. 


2. Veerayya Chowdary , Daruvuri (Ed.,), Guntur Manda_a 
Sarvasvam, Yuva Karshaka Publishers, Guntur, 1959 p.402. 
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That the educational backwardness of the Andhras in 
Madras Presidency was much more than that of the Tamalians 


becomes clear from the following table: 


Educational imbalance 


Table 1/- 
S.No. Nature of Total number of ° Andhras ' 
ourse students in the 


Madras University 


1. 2. 3. 4, 

Ae Ordinary Graduates 11,214 2,000 
2. Law Graduates 2,350 340 
3. Graduates in Medicine Kho 16 
4, Graduates in Engineering 122 8 


On the basis of the population of ‘the Andhras, the figures 
for the Andhras in col. no.4 of the table should be 4,240, 


890, 150, 46 respectively for B.A, B.L, M.B.B.S. and B.E., 


courses of study. * 


A A A tee htetteenremsneenoesett 


1. The Krishna Patrika, 13 December, 1913. 
ay Ibud: : 
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ie Further the following table indicate the relative 
position of jlaiteracy among different linguistic groups in 


the Madras Presidency as seen from the census of i901. 


Table 2 
S.No, Language Males Percentage Females Percentage 
group In the in the 
Presidency Presidency 
1 2 3 4, 5 6 
1. Ankdhras 5,48,359 26.17 35,602 23.16 
2. Tamils 12,44 ,069 59.37 72,273 47.01 
3. Malayalees 2,23,854 10.68 40,822 26.55 
4, Kannadigas 79,028 3.77 5,021 3.26 
1. The Krishna Patrika, 7 June, 1913. \ 
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* “The strength of literacy among differnt linguistic groups 


of the Madras Presidency2 


Table 4 
S.No. Area comprising of Males Females 
Districts 
2 2. 3. 4, 
Ig Telugu speaking group 7,70,218 70,089 
2. Temil speaking group 15 ,11,583 1,16 ,435 
3. Malayalam speaking group 2,81,480 53,177 
4, Kannada speaking group 83,633 10,127 


CR ACR AAR AAA EC Pe ay PP Petpet See 


1. The Krishna Patrika, 7 June, 1913. 
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In the case of higher education amongst Andhras, 


strength of college students was decreasing 
increasing as seen from the following 
years 1906 and 1911.1 
Table 5 
S.No. Educational No. of students 
Institutions. according to 
the year 1906 
Census. 
1. 2. 3. 
Ls Rajahmundry college 212 
2. Bandar college 102 
3. Barhampuram college 38 
4, Visakhapatnam college 4g 
5. Pithapuram Rajah's 
college, Xakinada 55 
6. Guntur 61 
7. Ongole 28 
8. Bellary 16 


table 


the 
instead of 


for the 


No.of students 
according to 
the year i911 
Census. 


4, 


- (Since 
abolished) 


Lt fr em guneaino—teeieeniorenrennee 


1. History of Andhra Movement, vol. 1, Op.Cit., p.185. 
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The contrasting position of the spread of educational institutions 


an the Presidency as computed by Konda Venkatappayya in the year 


1912 in the booklet Andhredhyamamu* 


of the Telugu speaking areas. 


Table 6 
S.No. Nature of the Total of 
aunstitution. institutions 
in the 
Presidency. 
1. 2. 3. 
1. Colleges 31 
2: Sanskrit 
college 5 
3: Secondary 
schools for Boys 700 
4, Secondary Schools 
: for Girls he 
5. Elementary 
Schools for boys 30,227 
6. Elementary 
Schools for Girls 1,553 
Ls Teacher training 
Schools for men OT 
8. Teacher training 
Schools for women 22 , 
9. industrial Schools 82 
10. Medical Colleges ut 


clearly indicates the negligence 


No. of No. of 
institutions aunstitutions 
in the Telugu in the Tamil 
Districts. Districts. 
4, 5. 
8 23 
2 3 
167 533 
6 36 
13,930 16,297 
554 999 
45 52 
8 14 
12 70 
ZL 3 


t 
1. Venkatappayya, Konda, Andhrodyamamu, published on behalf of 


the Andhra Committee, 1912, pp. 22-23. 
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The imbalances are further evident from the 
following position of students who were attending 


the schools in various districts of the Madras 


Presidency. 
Table 7 
S.No. District No. of Students 
schools attending them 
4 2. 3. 4, 
1. Ganj am 107 1825 
2: Visakhapatnam 77 1183 
oe Godavari 136 2440 
4, Krishna 200 3568 
5. Guntur 105 2199 
6. Kurnool 77 1297 
Ts Bellary 17 2240 
8. Anantapur 95 1374 
9. Cuddapah 58 964 
10. Nellore 116 1664 
a Channapatnam 133 4853 
12. Chengal put 334 5920 
13. North Arcot 298 7608 


14, South Arcot 283 6150 


Table 7 (contd. ) 
2. 3. 4, 
Tanjavur 604 14607 
Tiruchirapalli 220 3948 
Madurai 607 16295 
Tirunalvel1 462 114414 
Coimbatore 150 3091 
Salem 93 1862 
Neelgiris . 
Malabar 514 18129 
South Kannadam 88 2101 
TOTAL A774 112759 
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Venkatappayya, Konda, Andhrodyamamu, Op.Cit., 
p.25. It was stated that these figures were 
furnished by the Andhra Committee in the year 1912 
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The number of appointments of Andhras made in public 


services of the Presidency as computed in the year 1912 also 


caused great disappointment to them. The 


becomes clear from the following table. 


Table 8 


Description 


2h 


I.C.S8. 


District Sessions Judges of 
I.C.S. rank 


District Sessions Judges, 
Collectors rank 


Secretaries and Assistant 
Secretaries 


Secretaries of Revenue Board 
Deputy Collectors 
Forest Department 
Survey 

Salt 

Revenue Settlement 
Customs 

Finance 

High Court 

Sub-Judges 

District Munsifs 
Registration Department 
Police Department 
Education Department 


discrimination 


Presidency Andhras 


Total 
3. 


14 


4, 


w 
WwW 0 O FN FWP FF 


Ww 
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1 
Table 8” (conta. ) 


1. 2. 3. 4, 
19. Public Health Department 9 
20. P.W.D. 87 9 
21. Cooperative Societies 7 1 


These factors stirred the Andhras into action leading 
to a movement inspired by ideals which were as universal 
an their application and catholic in their spirit as 


any which even inspired a national movement. 


1. Venkatappayya, Konda, Andhrodhyamamu, Op.Cit., pp. 28-29 
and also History of Andhra Movement, vol.1, Op.Cit., p.29. 


2. For and Against the Andhras Province, published by the 
Standing Committee, Krishna Swadeshi Ress, Masulipatam, 
1913, pp.135-137. 
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SECTION-3 . AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND CONFERENCES 


The foregoing account shows the discriminatory position 
of the Telugu people in the Madras Presidency, therefor= 
this trend was focussed in the aims and objectives of th2 


Andhra Movement. They included : 


(1) Creating among the people great love for education, 
culture and high ideals and making provision for the1> 
special educational needs by representation to the 


Government and by other means; 


(2) Studying the agricultural and commercial conditions 
of the country and concerting measures for their 
progress by creating a spirit of co-operation and br 


developing mutual trust and confidence; 


(3) Stimulating interest in sanitation, health anc 
physical culture and suggesting the means of promoting 


the physique of the present generation, 


(4) Promoting the development of Telugu literature 
by encouraging the publication of booksin the vernacular 
which were intended to convey the principles of 


modern culture and enlightenment to the masses; 
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(5) Securing the advancement of the claims of tne 


Telugus in public service. 


A separate Andhra Province was not mentioned as one of trie 
objectives lest some of the elders who were antogonistic 
to the idea keep away from the Movement. * The various 
District Associations and their conferences provided the 
necessary platform to the various leaders to educaze 
people on regional and national issues. These organisations 
were at the town and village levels to provide contact 
between the educated and the uneducated rural masses. Tke 
main aims of these associations were to educate ttre 
people on the need for political and social reforms. Tre 
district conferences and political associations amorg 
other things aimed at constitutional agitation and form - 
lation of constructive proposals regarding advancement ard 
walfare of the people. 2 When a joint conference of Guntur 
and Krishna districts was held at Nidadavolu in May 1912, 
the subject of Andhra Province was included in the agenda 


by the Guntur District Assocition. The subject was placed 


1. The Andhra Movement, The Andhra Conference Commitee, 
Guntur, 1913, pp.9-10. 


The Krishna Pushkaram Souvenir, Op.Cit., p.470. 


Vaikuntam, Y., Osmania Journal of Historical Research, 
Op.Cat., p.64 and also Venkatappayya, Konda, Sveeyacharicsra, 
Op.Cat., p.95. 
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before the conference for discussion but on the request of 
delegates like K.V.Reddy Naidu and Peddada Sambasivarao it 
was postponedto the next conference. However, the young men 
of Guntur and Krishna districts took great interest in 
gecuring a separate province for Andhras and carried on the 
agitation. The Krishna Patrika of Masulipatam, Desabhimani 
of Guntur, Andhra Patrika, The Hindustan aeview. Indian 
patriot, took up the cause and began to create public 
opinion in’ this regard. An Andhra Conference Committee was 
started at Guntur to make arrangements for a conference of all 
Telugu speaking people. The Andhra Contenenee Committee with 
Vinjamur1 Bhavanacharlu as President and Konda Venkatappayya 
as one of the secretaries began to work. The Secretaries 
made a pronouncement as to how the movement had arisen and 
what 1t sought to achieve. Pamphlets containing this pronounce- 
ment, both in English and Telugu were circulated in ali 
parts of the Telugu country and the objectives of the 
Andhra Movement spread to the farthest corners of the 


2 


ountry. The Joint Secretaries of the Andhra Conference 


Committee gave the following detailed agenda for discussion 


1. For and Against Andhra Movement, Op.Cit., pp.185-187. 
2. Goshti, May 1964, p.49. 
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at the ensuing Andhra Conference at Bapatia : 


1. The starting of an English daily to promote the 
interests of the Andhra peoples 

2. Representation to the Government to withdraw 
the prohibition of enlistment of the Andhras in His Majesty's 
Indian Army; 

3. Establishment of an association for the collection 
of funds to help Telugu students desirous of receiving 
training in scientific and technical subjects in India 
and abroad; 

4. To consider steps to be taken for the better 
equipment and successful working of the National College at 
Masulipatam and the Saradaniketanam at Vetapalem, 

5. To consider the question of the appointment of 
Andhras in higher grades of Public Service; 

6. To request the Government to appoint in the Telugu 
Text Book Committee only those whose vernacular was Telugu; 

7. To request the Government to establish a Teaching 
and Residential University in the Andhra districts and 

8. In addition to other problems posted for discussion 


was the Constitution of the Andhra Conference. ! 


1. The Freedom Struggle in Andhra Pradesh (Andhra), vol.II 
Op.Cait., p.351. Also The Handu, 4 November, 1912. 
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While preparations were going on to hold the first 
Andhra Conference in May 1913 at Bapatia, the subject of 
creating a separate Andhra Province created a controversy. 
It become the fashion of the “ay un Andhra to make a 
reference to the movement either for it or against it. 
P.Kesava Pillai of Gooty, vakil, social worker and a 
member of the Madras Legislature vehemently opposed the 


2 whereas the 22nd Krishna District Association 


movement, 
Political Conference held at Masulipatam from 21st to 
23rd March 1913 wath Sidembi Hanumantha Rao, Public Prosecutor 
of Masulipatam as Chairman of the Reception Committee and 
Puranam Nagabhushanam Pantulu, Advocate of Madras as 
the President of the Conference blessed the movement. 
Sidembi Hanumantha Rao, who was previously holding the 
opinion that formation of a separate Andhra Province 
would result in regionalisn, changed his ~ opinion and 
argued that creation of Andhra Province was most desirable 


for keeping the people speaking the same language under 


one Government , 3 Puranam Nagabhushanam Pantulu while 


1. Gosht1, May 1964, p.50. 
2. Ibid., p.50. 
3. The Krishna Patrika, 22 March, 1913. 


: 
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delivering his presidential address in the above conference 
supported the Andhra Movement stressing that close affinity 
could be established not just among the people who jointly 
ate and drank alike but among those who spoke a common 
language. ? In this Conference a resolution was passed to 
the effect that all-round progress of Andhras could not 
be achieved until a separate Andhra Province was created* 
Further, the Andhra Conference Committee in their appeal 
argued that the Andhra Movement was not the one newly 
started by any particular individual or a body of particular 
individuals but it was the result of the gradual growth of 
ideas among the Telugu people for quite sometime. It 
naturally sprung out of the consciousness of Telugu people, 
and their earnest desire to improve themselves and to deserve 
a better recognition. ° This appeal was a convincing reply 
to those expressing doubts and fears against the Andhra 


Movement. 


As a consequent of the vigorous propaganda carried 


out by the Andhra Conference Committee, by the year 1913, 


1. The Krishna Patrika, 22 March, 1913. 
2. The Madras Mail, 22 March, 1913. 


3. History of Andhra Movement, vol.I, Op.Cit., p.160- 
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a@ separate Andhra Province, Telugu language and literature 
the political consciousness and National ideal! arrong 
Andhras gained significance and support. Thus the Anchra 
Movement had its origins in the District Associations and 
their activaties led a political development ain Andhra 


which took a new dimension with the beginning of the 


Andhra Movement. @ 


The work of the Krishna District Association vas 
further strengthened by the decision of the Guntur District 
Association to hold its conference in May 1913 at Bapatia. It 
was also announced to convene the first Andhra Conference 
immediately after the Guntur District Conference. > Accordingly 
the first Andhra Conference was held at Bapatla on 2€th 
and 27th May, 1913 under the presidency of Bayya Narasimheswera 
Sarma who was popularly known as B.N. Sarma. ” It was attend2d 
by 800 delegates from all parts of the Telugu districts. 
There were also Telugu delegates from Nagpur, Tanjavur 


as well as Warangal and Nizams' dominions. ° 


1, Janma Bhumi, vol.IX, No.42, September 1928, p.6. 


2. Vaikuntam, Y, Osmania Journal of Historical Research, 
Op.Cit., pp.72-73. 


3 Venkatappayya, Konda, Svecyacharitra, Op.Cit., p.170. 


4. B.N.Sarma afterwards became member in the Vaceroy's 
Executive Council. 


5. The Hindu, 28 May, 1913 and the Krishna Patrika, 31 May,1313. 
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The conterence venue was provided with twenty-two 
gates decorated with golden letters, displaying the names of 
prominent rulers, poets, heroes, heroines of the Andhra 
history. The names that appeared were Krishnadevaraya, 
Mantri Yugandharudu, Prataparudrudu, Venkatadri Naidu, 
Potanamathyudu, Nannaya Bhattarakudu, Tikkana Somayaji, 
Vidyaran yaswany, Ramadas, Thyagarajaryudu, Apasthambudu, 
Rudramadevi, Rukmini, Damayanthi, Molla, Thaneesha, Vemana 
Yogi, Rayani Bhaskarudu, Thimmarusu  Mantri, Adi Vishnu, 


Raja Raja Narendrudu, Sali Vahanudu. 2 


_ The Hindu, the Musiim and the Christian representatives 
offered prayers and blessed the Andhra Movement. The 
proceedings of the conference began with Vandemataram 
song. Konda Venkatappayya in his welcome address dealt 
in detail the past history of Andhras and the greatness of 
Telugu language. He felt that the gathering was i11ke 
that of the brothers of the same blood separated for long, 
but weeniae to unite with touching hearts because of their 
common language, history and traditions and the Andhra 
Movement was conceived to advance the interests of Andhras 
in an organised manner. The non-participation of the Andhras 


in formulating the educational policies and the lack of 


1. The Krishna Patrika, 31 May, 1913. 
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encouragement from the Madras Government in the mofussil1 
areas, resulted in the general backwardness of the Andhras. 
Further, he said that the efforts of the Andhra Mahasabha 
should be supplemented with those of other associations in 
the country and should not run counter to them. For achieving 
the progress of Andhras all the Andhras must’ utilise 


their energies unstintedly1.* 


In his presidential address, B.N.Sharma made a comprehen- 
sive survey of the backwardness of the Andhras. He said 
that the Government did not attend to the needs of the 
Telugu districts to the same extent as it attended to the 
Tamil districts. He also examined the merits of the demand 
for the creation of a separate province but he was rather 
inclined to the view that 1t was not the proper time for 
agitation as it might do more harm than good. He further 
observed that "Tt should also be noted that the interests 
of the two northern-most districts, as they are understood 
by the people therein at present, are opposed to a separation 
of the kind suggested and that the Ceded Districts may not 
see eye to eye with those who believe in the advantages of 
a division intc smaller groups for purposes of government. 


It may be that some years hence, when either we or Government 


1. The Krishna Patrika, 31 May, 1913. 
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discover that the presidency 1s too large to be administered 
efficiently by a single central power or we find that 
our educational and economic interests do not receive the 
attention they deserve, the districts affected would 


conjointly have to consider the propriety of such a measure’! 


At the conference V.Ramadas Pantulu moved the resolution 
that: "This Conference (1) records its opinion, (a) to 
ensure efficient administration and promotion of the best 
anterests of the people of India, Government will have 
to make, sooner on later, language as the basis for provincial 


administration and (b) to promote effective self-government. 


(2) To appraise the Andhra Public the desirability 
of focussing public opinion on the question whether Government 
should be asked to constitute the Telugu Districts as 
a Province". The resolution was supported by V.Satyanarayana 


2 On the issue of a separate province 


of Masulipatan. 
there was heated discussion in the Subjects Committee and 


also in the open Conference. Mutluru Adinarayanayya, 


1. History of Freedom Struggle in Andhra Pradesh (Andhra), 
Op.Cit., vol.II, pp.80-81. 


2. Goshti, May 1964, p.51. 
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appealed to postpone the issue to the next Conference. The 
others who opposed’ this were Ganti Venkata Ramayya, Nyapathi 
Subba Rao Pantulu, Mocherla Ramachandra Rao and Gooty 
Kesava Pillai. Konda Venkatappayya moved an amendment and 
said that the issue might be referred to the Standing 
Committee to carry out propaganda among Telugu people, 
educate them and mould the public opinion. ¢ The same was 


accepted. 


A critical analysis of the results of the first 
Andhra Conference shows: 1. An awakening among the Andhras 
that was just then comming up got a respectable forum for 
1ts self-expression, 2. A demand was put forth for the 
establishment of a separate University for Andhras in which, 
incidentally, Telugu would be the medium of instruction. 
And the need for promoting education, both literary and 
technical, among Andhras was emphasised and 3. The necessity 
for an Andhra Province was mooted and thrown open for 


public deliberations and discussion. 


To iamplement the various resolutions of the Mahasabha, 


a representative Standing Committee was constituted with 


Konda Venkatappayya as its Secretary.° 


1. Goshti, May 1964, p.52. 
2. History of Andhra Movement, vol.I, Op.Cit., p.215. 
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New hopes and aspirations began to rise among the Andhra 
people. The Visakhapatnam District Conference held = at 
Chodavaram in June 1913 under the Presidentship of Mantha 
Suryanarayana, Municipal Chairman of Vizianagaram, adopted 
a resolution welcoming the Andhra Movement and expressing 
satisfaction at the proposal of a separate province as a 
stage incidental to the recognition of Provincial Autonomy. 
The Conference also appointed a committee to focus public 
Opinion in the districts on the question of the Andhra 
Province and to submit a report.+ A weekly paper called 
the Andhra Advocate was started in Visakhapatnam for 


carrying on propaganda on this subject.* 


After the Bapatia Conference the controversy on 
creating a separate Andhra Province was discussed in 
the press. P.Kesavapillai hailing from Rayalaseema area 
wrote articles against this Movement. For the first time 
he raised the Brahmin-Non-Brahmin controversy publicly 
which surprised many and evoked much criticism. > The unwilling— 
ness of certain people of Rayalaseema districts for the 


creation of a separate Andhra Province was illustrated 


1. History of Andhra movement, vol.I, Op.Cit.,p.208. 
2. Goshti, May 1964, p.53. 


3. Ibid.,vol.XIX No.3, July 1964, p.82. 


in a cartoon published in the Krishna Patrika of 19 July, 
1913. In this cartoon which can be seen next to this 
eage » the Raver aceeua districts were depicted as a mountain 
of snow in the sea coming in the way of the ship of Andhra 


Movement. 


In their articles Pattabhi Sitaramayya and Challa 
Seshagiri Rao made it clear from the outset that the Andhra 
Movement was in no sense a separatist movement. It would 
not come ain conflict with the national movement which 
aimed at the unity of the country and its freedom from 
political bondage. And further, they argued that it was 
a part and parcel of the national navenent inspired by 
similar ideals. It could be rightly called a child of the 
national movement since the Andhras were inspired by 
the Vandemataram Movement. The linguistic concept gained 


momentum during this period. 


To end all controversy and in pursuance of the resolution 
passed at the Bapatia conference, the Standing Committee 
of the Andhra: Mahasabha sent a deputation consisting 
of Konda Venkatappayya, Pattabh1 Sitaramayya, Mutnuri 
Krishna Rao, and Valluri Suryanarayana Rao to tour important 


places in the Rayalaseema districts and Nellore to create 
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public opinion ain favour of a separate province. The 
deputation held public meeting at Nandyala, Gooty, Anantaodur, 
HanauouT). BelLlary, Penukonda, Cuddapah, Chittoor and 
Nellore. The people of Rayalaseema welcomed the members 
of the deputation and expressed sympathy with the <czims 
of the movement and the formation of a separate provirce. 
At a few places doubts were also expressed about’ the 


safeguarding the interests of the Rayalaseema districts 


in the hands of the Andhras of the Northern Circars. 


Most of the leading persons of those days in the 
Rayalaseema districts like Desapandya Subbarao, Mahanandayya, 
Narasingarao and G.Harisarvothama Rao of Nandyala, S.V. 
Narasimha Rao of Kurnool, Viruru Pitch'aiah, and K.Gundu 
Rao of Cuddapah, Hatti Sivarao of Anantapur, Hatti Sankara Rao 
of Dharmavaram, Kolachalam Srinivasarao of Bellary, Nemal1 
Pattabhirama Rao of Madanapalle and R.B.Ramakrishna Raju 
of chittoor took part in the proceedings and became active 


supporters of the Movement. * 


After its return from the Rayalaseema districczs, 


Konda Venkatappayya accompanied by Kouta Srirama Sast=y, 


1. Gosht1i, vol.XIX, No.3, June 1964, pp.82-83. 
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a public worker visited some of the chief centres in tie 
northern districts such as Rajahmundry, Kakinada, Visakhapatram 
and Berhampore, addressed public meetings and held intervie-vs 
with the local leaders there. People in these areas we>e— 
enthusiastically in favour of a province. In the meanwhile, 
a great deal of propaganda in favour of a separate province 
was carried out by The Andhra, an English weekly from 
Guntur published by Challa Seshagiri Rao; Desabhimani of 
Guntur, the Krishna Patrika of Masulipatam and the Andhra 
Patrika then published at Bombay. It 1s also notewortLy 
that a great deal of discussion on a separate province 
was also carried out by interested persons through press 
in Madras. All these efforts provided an opportunity 


‘ 


to the public to acquaint themselves with the issue of tke 


' 


Andhra Province. 


The second Andhra Conference was held at Vijayawaca 
on iith and i2th April 1914 under the Presidentship cf 
Nyapathi Subbarao Pantulu of Rajahmundry. of severél 
delegates, who attended the conference ryots formed a speciél 
group. Chief ‘among those who were on the dias were RaoBahadur 
M. Ramachandra Rao, the Zamindar of Polavaram, Dewan Bahadur 
ice a ee I 
1. History of Andhra Movement, vol.I, Op.Cit., p.221. 


68 


M.Adinarayanaiah, Dewan Bahadur - Y.Janikiramaiah, Canon 
Anantam, RaoBahadur B.N.Sarma, T.Prakasam, the Zamindar of 
Taruvur, Dr.S.R.Rao, Rao Sahib G.Venkataramaiah, S.Arunachala 
Iyer, RaoBahadur K.Veeresalingan, Messrs.K.Venkatareddi, 
v.Bhavanachari, D.Suryaprakasa Rao, V.G.K.Iyengar, 
P.,Narayanamurthi, V.Ramadoss, N.Pattabhirama Rao, Dr.Lakshmi- 
pathi, Pandit D.Gopalacharyulu, K. Subba Reddi, the Zamindar 


of Mylavaram A.Venkatasubbier, V.Sitarama Sarma, S.Bheemasankara 


Rao and Jogayyeée Pantuiu. - 


P.Venkatappayya, Chairman of the Reception Committee, 
in his welcomed address traced the origin of the Andhra 
Movement and urged for the reorganisation of provinces 
in India on languistic conside rations.* Nyapathi Subbarao 
Pantulu in his presidential address said the most important 
problem before them was how to promote a feeling of brotherli- 
ness and solidarity| among the indians in general and 


Andhras in particular. 


A specific resolution on the formation of the Andhra 


Province moved by |M.Satyanarayana of Vizianagaram owas 


1. The Madras Mail, 13 Apral, 1914. 
2. Ibid., 11 April, 19 4, 
3. Ibid. 
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adopted by a large majority The resolution said taat 
‘to ensure efficient administration and the promotion of 
the best interests of the people of India, language areas 
lave to be made territorial basis of provincial administratz-on 
as far as possible and that this conference is of opinzon 
that 1t 1s desirable to constitute the Telugu~speaking 
areas of the Madras Presidency into a province? 4 Therefore, 


this was a memorable Conference. 


The third Andhra Conference was held at Visakhapatnam 
on the 12th and 13th of May 1915 under the Presidentship 
of Raja of Panagal Panugant1 Ramarayaingar.* Delegates from 
far of places like Bombay, Nagapur and Akola? also attended 
this Conference. Bhupathiraju Venkatapathiraju, Chairman 
of the Reception Committee in his welcome speech said that 
"the progress the Andhra Movement has made, the success —t 
has already achieved, is beyond all expectations of is 
noble-minded organisers. Gentlemen who were once opposed to 
it have been either converted or become neutral and tke 


supporters have become enthusiastic and have the hearty 


1. Goshti, vol.XIX, No.3, July 1964, pp.83-84. 


Rajgah of Panegal was then a member of Imperial Legislative 
Council. 


3. Akola was in Berar at that time. 
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support of every Andhra who desires the prosperity of 


Andhradesa". + 


Several other resolutions were passed at this Conference 
and the resolution on the issue of a separate province said 
"that it is proper and necessary to constitute the Telugu 
districts in the Madras Presidency into a separate province". 
Supporting that regolution Chilakamarthi Lakshminarsimham, a 
satirical poet said that, "the province question is fest 
gaining strength. At the Bapatla Conference, the attitide 
of the Andhras was doubtful. At Vijayawada, it was found 
desirable to have an Andhra Province, though in the opinion 
of the President, it was good as an ideal. When shall we 
have it? A gentleman fears that the Government will refuse 
our prayer. But 1s the Government giving all that we 
have asked? Have they divorced the Judicial and the Executive 
functions? Another gentleman has said that a desire for an 
Andhra province arose from envy fynet a bad word 1t 1s.Behi.1d 
our desire for more _ posts i public service there :s 
a philosophy. Dadabha1 Naoroji and the late. W.C.Banner.e 
fought for more posts for the Indians. If the Andhras get 


more posts, they shall gain more experience by holding thoee 


1. History of Andhra movement, vol.I, Op.Cit., p.271. 
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posts. When Rabindranath Tagore won the Nobel prise, 
we all rejoiced. When GopalKrishna Gokhale died, India was 
convulsed with grief. Where then is the possibility of 
bad feelings ‘springing up between the Tamils and “the 
Telugus if we get a Province?.... I am a poet and I prophesy 


that an Andhra Province will surely come. 4 


Despande Subbarao, of Nandyal, supporting the 
resolution, said that: "I have come from the Ceded Districts. 
You say, we know nothing of the Andhra Movément. We do know 
1t. Do not pronounce an exparte judgement on our attituc&. 
The Ceded Districts are as enthusiastic as you are about 


geeting an Andhra Province"*, 


The fourth conference of the Andhra Mahasabha was 
held at Kakinada on the 8th and 9th May, 1916. Mocher_a 


Ramachandra Rao? 


was the President and K.R.V.Krishna Rao, 
the zamindar of. Polavaram was the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee. In his address referrring to the Andhra Movement, 


Krishna Rao said that "A territorial re-distribution of az 


1. History of Andhra Movement, vol.I, Op.Cat., p.294. 
2. Ibid., p.297. 


3. Mocherla Ramachandra Rao was a member of Madras Legislative 
Council, 


' 


T2 


the provinces of India on ilinguistiac and ethnic basis 
is indeed logically sound and theoratically desirable and 
necessary for the creation of a federated India; and 


nie In his Presidential 


this will have to be done ultimately 
Address Mocherla Ramachandra Rao siad that "it is a matter of 
sincere satisfaction that this conference is coming to be 
regarded as the annual meeting and Andhra Movement has 
perceptably contributed to the growth of public opinion in 
this Presidency and that the new spirit for progress 
and self-improvement visible on all sides will be turned 
to practical advantage on a well-considered and co-ordinated 
plan"?. Further he pointed out that "this conferenceain to. 
consolidate, and unify collective feelings among the Telugu 
speaking people and to utilise for promoting progressive 
political and social ideals and this work of consolidation 
is, at the root of all future progress. I do not attach any 
importance to the criticism that this is a separatist 


movement">, 


The resolution on Andhra Province moved by C.V.S. 


Narasimha Raju was unanimously passed. A resolution was 


* 


1. History of Andhra Movement, vol.I, Op.Cit., p.319. 
2. Ibid., p.321. 
3. Ibid., p.322. 
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also accepted for the establishment of a separate university 
for Andhras-. The Kakinada Conference was also significant 
as it exhibited a greater unanimity among the leaders 


and people of the Circar Districts and Ceded districts. 


The fifth Conference of the Andhra Mahasabha 
was held at Nellore from 1st to 3rd June, 1917 with Ongole 
Venkata Rangailah as the Chairman of the Reception Committee 
Konda Venkatappayya- presided over the Conference. The same 
resolutions that had been passed at Kakinada on a separate 
Andhra Province and Andhra University were . passed again 
at this Conference. There was a mild commotion on the 
Presidential address> . wherein certain Telugu words were 
misunderstood by the delegates. Strong arguments against 
the resolution made by some delegates from Nellore could not 
prevent the main resolution. The President declared that the 
resolution was passed by a majority’. But it gave rise to 
a sharp dissension between the delegates from the Nellore 


district itself and those from the Northern Circars>. 


1. Kaleswara Rao, Ayyadevara, Najeevitha Katha, Navyandhramu, 
Adarsa Grandhamandali, Vijayawada, 1959, p.226. 


2. Konda Venkatappayya was the Secretary of the Andhra Mahasabha 
at that time. 


3. Venkatappayya, Konda, Sveeyacharitra, Op.Cit., pp.192-193. 
4, Kaleswara Rao, Ayyadevara, Op.Cit., p.229. 


Government of Madras, Fortnightly Report, 18 June, 1917. 
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Fes this time, in August 1917 the Under-Secretary 
of State for India-in-Council, Edwin S.Montagu, announced in 
the parliament certain constitutional reforms providing 
for a better administration of India by aintroducing more 
popular element into the Govennmental institutions and making 


1t more representative. -, 7 


In order to suggest reforms in the new Constitution 
a special meeting ‘of the Andhra Conference was held at 
Vijayawada on 30 September 1917 under the Presidentship of 
C.V.S.Narasimharaju. Ayyadevara Kaleswara Rao was the 
Chairman of the Reception Committee. At this conference it 
was resolved that a Committee should wait on Montagu in 
‘deputation and press upon him the necessity for the redistribu- 
tion of Provinces on linguistic basis and the need for the 
formation of a separate Andhra Province.“ Therefore a 
deputation consisting of Nyapati SubhaRao Pantulu, Mocherla 
Ramachandra Rao, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Konda Venkatappayya 
and others met Montague and Lord Chelmsford and represented 
to them the case for integrating the Telugu Districts 


in toa separate Andhra Province. 


1. Kaleswara Rao, Ayyadevara, Op.Ccet:, p.231. 
2. Ibid. 
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The Calcutta Congress presided over by AnneBeeant 
held 1n December 1917 granted a Congress Committee called the 
"Andhra Provincial Congress Committee' with the active 
support of Lokamanya Tilak. of this committee _ Nyapati 
Subbarao Pantulu became the President and Konda Venkatappayya 
the Secretary. From that year onwards the Andhra Provincial 
Congress Committee assumed the responsibility of the Congress 


work in Andhra!, 


The next Andhra Mahasabha Conference was held at 
Cudddapah on 30 May, 1918 under the Presidentship of Nemal1 
Pattabhi Ramarao. Nookala Venkatasubbaiah of Pullampet tas 
the Chairman of the Reception Committee. The President in 
his address said that "I earnestly pray that my friends of 
the Ceded Districts who now stand aloof both from the larger 
question of creating separate provinces on linguistic basis 
and from the smaller question of joining the Andhra Provincial 
Congress Committee sanctioned by the Indian Congress 
will kindly reconsider their position, sink all differenc=s 
and work unitedly for the attainment of the common object 


which all have in view. 


1. Kaleswara Rao Ayyadevara, Op.Cit., p.231. 
2. History of Andhra Movement, vol.I, Op.Cit., p.393. 
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The first Andhra Provincial Conference of the 


newly formed Andhra Provincial Congress Committee was also 


1 and resolutions were 


held along with the Andhra ‘Conference 
jaenea unanimously demanding the formation of a separate 
Andhra Province... 

A special session of the Andhra Provincial Conference 
was held at Guntur on 17 August, 1918 under the Presidentship 
of Kasinadhuni Nageswara Rao ‘which ‘was attended by several 
leaders. “The Conference discussed at length the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Scheme>. The Andhra Provincial Congress Committee 
which met at Vijayawada on 8th December, 1918 and presided 
over by Pattabhi Seetharamayya also considered the Montford 


proposal ‘and decided toe send a deputation to London. 


’ 


The subsequent 7th and 8th Conferences of 1919 and 
1920 were held in the Rayalaseema area at Anantapur and 


Mahanandi were presided by Gadicherla Harisarvotham Rao and 


KaleswaraRao, Ayyadevara, Op.Cit., p.230. 


2. Among those present were B.N.Sarma, B.Venkatapathi Raju, 
A.S.Krishna Rao, V.Ramadoss, T.Prakasam, P.Narayanamurthy, 
G.Rangayya Naidu, B.Pattabhi Seetharamayya, Y.Suryanarayana 
Rao,G.Harisarvotham Rao, Mohmed Noma Ali Seheb, A.Kaleswara 

' Rao, V.Bhavanachary, K.Venkatappayya, Raja M.Bhujanga Rao. 


3. The Andhra Patrika, 23 August, 1918. 


+ 


, 


‘ 


TT 


A.Ranganadha Mudaliar respectively. The same resoluticns 
regarding a separate province etc., were passed at both fhe 
Conferences, The Provincial Congress Conferences were 


also held at both these places. 


IX The Andhra Provincial Conference met at Anantarur 
on 23 August, 1919 resolved that“‘as the decision of Provinces 
on linguistic basis 1s essential for the realisation 
by the people of the advantages of responsible Government 
proposed shortly to be sauntroduced into this country and 
for securing efficiency of administration and the sane 
principle has been recognised in the Montford Report. 
Andhra Conference requsted for the 11 northern districts in 
the Madras Presidency and Madras be constituted into an 


Andhra Province. J 


The Andhra Provincial Congress Committee m3t 
at Vijayawada on 8 December, 1919 with Pattabhi Seetharamayva 
in the chair decided to send a Memorandaum on the question 
of the forthcoming reforms. A meeting of the Andhra Mahasabha 
Standing Committee met at Vijayawada on 25 January 1920 amd 
discussed the rules under the new Reforms Act. Both tke 
Committees did not discuss the issue of separate Andhra 


Province. 


1. Mitra, H.N. (Ed.), The Indian Annual Register, 1920, p.30C. 
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SECTION-4: STAGES OF THE MOVEMENT AND THE NATURE OF LEADERSHIP 


THE PERIOD UP TO 1920 


As noticed earlier the Andhra Movement, by and large 
was growing steadily from 1913 to 1920. This period was 
marked by some significant achievements. The Andhra Moveme ct, 
though it met with some setbacks initially owing to the 
emergence of non-Brahmin movement and certain misunderstandings 
among its leaders, picked up momentum and made substantial 


achievements. 


The persistent efforts of the Andhra Mahasatha 
resulted in the sanction of a separate central committze 
for Andhras called the ‘Andhra Provincial Congress Committe:' 
an 1917 by the Calcutta Congress ana Andhra Provincial 
Congress Committee was constituted in 1918 with Nyapazi 
Subba Rao Pantulu as the President and Konda Venkatappayya as 


the Secretary. The Congress had thus given the seal of ics 


approval to the general principle of linguistic provinces. 


B.N.Sarma who was the President of the fuiret 
Andhra Conference of Bapatia held in 1913 and who later 
became a Member of Imperial Legislative Council moved a 


resolution there on 6 February, 1918 recommending to 


19 


the Governor-General - the necessity of redistributing the 


provinces on language basis. ! 


iS Again, the Indian National Congress under’ the 
Presadentship of Mahatma Gandhi at its Nagapur session 
held in December 1920, accepted the Principle of the 
redistribution of provinces on linguistic basis which was 


one of the objectives of the Andhra Mahasabha. 


t 
7 
1. History of Andhra Movement, vol.1, Op.Cit., pp.395-396. 


also arocceas of the Imperial Legislative Council, 
for the year 1980. 
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THE PERIOD FROM 1921 to 1937 


The Andhra Mahasabha session for the year 1921 was held 
at Berhampur. It was presided over by Rajah Kotagiri 
Venkata Krishna Rao, the Zamindar of Gampalagudem. During 
the follwing year in 1922 the session was held at Chittoor and 


1t was presided over by Vedam Venkataraya Sastri. 


During this period the aussue of the creation of 
Andhra Province was discussed in the Central Legislative 


A a member, 


Assembly at Delhi. Jayanthi Ramayya Pantulu, 
while moving a resolution in the Central Legislative 
Assembly in 1922 on the integration of Andhra Districts 
into a separate province argued that “owing to the diverse 
elements which it comprised, the Madras Presidency was 
unsultable as an administrative unit” Under responsible 
government, provinces should be homogeneous. The Madras 
Presidency was 1n any case too large for efficient administra- 
tion. A compact unit could be formed of Telugu areas 
from the country extending along the east coast from 


Ganjam almost to Madras. The revenues of the Andhra Province 


would be about haif the revenues of the Madras Presidency 


1. Jayantht Ramayya Pantulu was then a member of the 
Central Legislative Assembly. 
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and its resources would exceed those of any of the Provinces" +, 


Although the Andhra Mahasabha session for the year 1923 
was not held, the year was memorable and significant as 
the Andhra leaders were busy with the arrangements for the 
38th annual ‘session of the Indian National Congress which 
was held at Kakinada in December 1923 under the presidentship 
of Maulana Mohammad Alz1. Konda Venkatappayya. was’ the 
Chairman of the Reception Committee. The Andhra Mahasabha 
leaders concentrated their attention on holding this 
session and made it a great success. The Kakinada Congress was 
memorable for more than one reason. It was perhaps the 
grandest Congress ever held, for the lay-out of roads, 
magnificient shamiana (tent) which became the permanent 
property of the Congress, attention paid to the smallest 
detail of the arrangements, salubrious weather and housing 


of the Presidents and other leaders on the camp permises.* 


The next annual session of the Andhra Mahasabha of 


the year 1924 was held at Madras. It was presided over 


1. Government of India File No.57-(Public) Home Public 
Department, 1921. 


2. Pattabhi Seetharamayya, B., The History of the Congress, 
Congress Working Committee, 1935, p.442. 


82 


by Cattamanchi Ramalinga Reddy. In 1925 the session vas 
held at Masulipatam under the priesidentship of Seéem1 
Venkatachalam Chetty; a1n 1926 at Eluru presided over 
by Rajah Meka Venkatadri Appa Rao, the zamindar of Vuyy.r; 
in 1927 at Anantapur presided over by O.Lakshmana Swami Reo; 
. an 1928 at Nandyala presided over by Sarvepalli1 Radhakrishne&®; 
aun 1929 at Vijayawada presided over by C.V.S.Narasimha 


x 


Raju and in 1930 at Guntur presided over by V.V.Jogaiah 


Pantulu. - 


The Andhra Mahasabha held a special Conference at 
Madras on 4 October, 1931 presided over by K.Kot1 Reddy and 
passed a resoiution urging on the Round Table Conferenze 
to recognise the need for re-organising the Provinc2s 
on the basis of language in the federal scheme for tke 
Gevernment of India and to reconstitute the Telugu Districts 
into a separate province. V.V.Jogaiah Pantulu, Mocher _a 
Ramachandra Rao and the Rajah of Bobbili who were attendirg 
the Round Table Conference were requested to place tte 
resolution before the British Public. Accordingly they 


placed the matter before the Under Secretary of State 


1. Andhra Mahasabha- A Brief History, The Krishna Pushkarem 


Souvenir, Op.Cit., p.478. 
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for India who promised to give it due consideration. ! 
But no positive steps were taken and the result was the 


Telugu people did not get the Province they desired. 


/, The 1932 session which was held at Vijayawada was 
presided over by K.V.Reddy Naidu; the 1934 session at 
Visakhapatnam was presided over by Deshpandya Subba Rao; 
the 1936 session at Kakinada was presided over by Vemavarapu 
Ramadas Pantulu. The 1937 session was a Silver Jubilee 
Conference. It was held at Vijayawada under the Presidentship 
of K.Koti Reddy from Cuddapah. The usual resolution on the 
issue of a separate province declared that "for the develop- 
ment of literature, civilisation, art, education, welfare 
and administrative efficiency, a separate province for 
the Andhras should be established immediately. The Telugu 
Districts of Madras Presidency have got all the ingredients 
necessary for a separate province, such as adequate area, 
population, revenue, selfsufficiency etc. And there 
1s every feasibility of constituting them into a separate 
Province. And this Conference regrets that such an opportunity 
was denied to them in the past". ? By this time the Karnataka 


1. Goshti, vol.XIX, No.6, September 1964, pp.179-180. 


2. Proceedings of the Andhra Mahasabha of the Silver Jubilee 
session held in October 1937. 


84 


people also started an agitation for a separate Karnataka 
Province. The Conference also passed another important 
resolution saying that "The Conference supports the agitation 
for a separate Karnataka Province and offers its readiness 
to work along with their leaders who want to establish 
provinces on a linguistic basis in all India, "2 This Silver 
Jubilee Session was a landmark in the history of the 
Mahasabha since the principal resolution was aimed to solve 
the differences between the Circar and Rayalaseema people./ 
The resolution reads that "this Conference exhorts the 
people of Rayalaseema and the Andhras of other areas to 
~emember the great aims of their ancestors and to work 
unitedly for the progress of the Andhra people. This 
Conference congratulates the Rayalaseema friends for their 
request to rejoin the Andhra University. And a Committee 
1s appointed to go into the question of all its details and 


We This was achieved with the conclusion of 


implications. 
Sri Bagh Pact which mainly served to bring together the 
people of the two areas paving the way for united efforts to 


secure a separate province. 


1. Proceedings of the Andhra Mahasabha of the Silver Jubilee 


session held in October 1937. 
2. Ibid. ; 
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In pursuance of the resolution of the Silver Jutlee 
Conference at Vijayawada, a Committee? was constituted to 


settle the differences between the leaders of the Rayalase2ma 


and Circar districts. The Committee met at Sri Bagh Place” in 


Madras on 16 November, 1937 and evolved a formula “for 


resolving these difference and this ' agreed formula came 


to be known thereafter as 'Sri Bagh Pact',3 


re The period, 1921-1937 was marked by further achievemerts 


e 


by the Andhra Mahasabha in its efforts to achieve a separéte 
Andhra Province. These achievements include: 1. The Non-Co- 


operation Movement and and No-Tax campaign launched by 


Gandhiji were vigorously followed up by the Andhra leaders, 


who were also the leaders of the Andhra Mahasabha. 


2. A provision was made in the constitutional reforns 


to the effect that a new province could be created by tre 


1. The Committee for settling the Rayalaseema difference was 
constituted with K.Kot1 Redd1, T.N.Ramakrishna Redd, 
Pattabhi Sataramayya, Konda Venkatappayya, Mahaboob A_1 
Baig, D.Hanumantha Rao, N.Varadachary, Pappuri Ramacharyu_u, 
G. Harisarvothama Rao, Subbarama Reddy. 


2. Sri Bagh Palace was the residence of K.Nageswara Rao 
in Madras. 


3. See Appendix I. 
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Governor - General-1in-Council in accordance with the 
Wishes of the people of the country. This gave the Andhras a 


ray of hope to claim for a Province for themselves. 


3. An interesting feature of the 1926 Conference was 
the acceptance of a resolution recommending to the Standing 
Committee to concert measures for establishing the Andhra 
individuality among the Andhra settlers in the Naizam's 
territory, Bombay Presidency | Central Provinces, Bengal 


Presidency and Burma. - 


4, Yet another achievement during this period was the 
establishment of the Andhra University. The Andhra University, 
one of the main demands of the Andhra Mahasabha was avowedly 
established for the promotion of studies in the culture, 
history and language of the Telugu people. As the University 
came to be located in a extreme corner of Andhra, much 
against the wishes of the leaders of Rayalaseema, there 
arose a controversy on this. But i1t is anteresting to 
note that the then Vice Chancellor of the Andhra University, 
Cattamanchi Ramalinga Reddy, who played a prominent part 


in locating the University at Visakhapatnam himself belonged 


1. The Hindu, 29 November, 1926. 
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to Rayalaseema area. However, a little later the conclusion of 
the Sri Bagh Pact settled the differences on the University 


issue. 


5. The other achievement during this period of the 
movement was the passing of a resolution in the Madras 
Legislative Council on 14 March, 1927. G.Harisarvotmama Rao 
raised a question in the Legislative Council to know the action 
taken on the resolution of the Council regarding the 
Andhra Province passed during the earlier sssion. The Revenue 
Member N.E.Majori Banks stated that the resolution was 
forwarded to the Government of India in accordance with 
section 52-A of the Government of India Act. This invited 
several queries from D.Narayana Raju, G.Harisarvothama Rao, 


A.Kaleshwara Rao, P.Anjaneyulu and other.? 


6. Though the course of the movement from the year 1930 
onwards was more or less a routine one, the major dchzevement 
of the Andhra Mahasabha was the agreement of the Sri Bagh 
Pact between the people of Rayalaseema and those of coastal 
districts, a positive step towards unifying the Telugu 


people. 


1. Proceedings of the Madras Legislative Council, August 24, 
1927, VO1l.XXXVI, pp.160-161. 
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THE PERIOD FROM 1938 TO 1953 


The Sri Bagh Pact between the leaders of Rayalasesma 
and the Coastal Districts not only solved the major differences 
among the Andhras themselves in relation to the question 
of the formation of a separate Andhra Province but also 
paved the way for a united action. Consequently che 
Madras Legslative Assembly passed unanimously a resolut.on 
on 30 March, 1938 for the formation of a separate Andhra 


1 The Assembly recommends to the Government that 


Province. 
the views of the Chamber of the Legislature of Madras, be 
communicated, under section 290 of the Government of Incia 
Act of 1935, to His Majesty-1n-Council that steps might 
be taken as gang as possible for the constitution of a 
separate province = Further, the Madras Council of Ministers 
submitted a Memorandum? to the Governor of Madras urging 
him to move the Secretary of States to consider the demand 
for the formation of a separate Andhra Province. But 


this was rejected by the Secretary of State. There was a 


feeling that the although C.Rajagopalachari supported tne 


1. Proceedings of the Madras Legislative Assembly, 30 March ) 
1938. 


2. Ibid. 

3. The memorandum was dated 11 August, 1938 and was signed bz 
T.Prakasam, P.Subbarayan, Yakub Hasan, T.S.S.Rajan, 
V.I.Muniswami Pilla1, S.Ramanadhan, B.GopalaReddy and 
C.Rajagopalachari. 
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resolution on the Andhra Province as Prime Minister he 


was responsible for the recommendation being rejected by 
the Secretary of State. * , 

As usual, in 1938 the Andhra Mahasabha Conference 
washeldatMadras,, It was presided over by Sarvepalle Radha- 
Krishnan. Muttha Venkat@ Subba Rao, a retired Chief Justice 
of Madras High Court while inaugurating the session emphasised 
thet "you cannot have a strong unified éountey unless the 
autonomous units that go to comprise it are strong and 
well-developed. And you cannot have such aucononous units 
unless the principle of linguistic areas is recognised 
and adoptea".3 Radhakrishnan referring to the Andhra 
Movement siad that "Just as the movement for Swaraj} was not 
detrimental to the world weal, likewise the Andhra Movement 
cannot be injurious to the National cause. Therefore, there 
was no conflict between Andhra agitation and the struggle 


i 


for the Indian Swaraj."" Addressing the people of Rayalaseema 


1. The Chief Ministers of the Provinces were then called as 
‘ Prime Ministers or Premiers. 


2. History of ‘ Andhra Movement, vol.II, Op.Cit., p.109. 


3. Proceedings of the Andhra Mahasabha for the year 1938 and 
History of Andhra Movement, vol.II, Op.Cit., pp.134-135. 


4, Ibid. 


” 
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Radhakrishnan expressed the hope that the Sri Bagh Pact 
would set their doubts at rest and hence there should be 
no feelings of superiority and inferiority among the 
people of Caircars and the Ce ded ‘Districts. The Conference 
endorsed the Sri Bagh Pact and thanked the Madras Legislature 
for accepting in principle the formation of provinces 
on the IJlinguistic basis. The Conference also thanked 
the Madras Government for recommending the formation 
of the Andhra Province to the Secretary of State for 
India. The other significant resolution was that "In the 
areas of Mysore, Hyderabad and Orissa where there is 
a large Andhra, population, the introduction of Kanarese, 
Urdu, Oriya as the medium of instruction and the abscence 
of provision for teaching Telugu will practically lead to 
the Andhras forgetting their mother tongue. So also in 
the Tamil Districts where there 1s a large Andhra population, 
the absence of facilities for teaching Telugu will lead 
to the same result. Therefore the conference requested 
the Madras Government and Governments of Hyderabad, Mysore 
and Orissa to create facilities for making Telugu the 

medium of instruction for Andhras and also make provision 


for the teaching of Telugu as an optional language in areas 
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where the Andhras are not less than 20 percent". The 
conference also passed a resolution empowering the Mahasabha 
President to meet the Secretary of State and present 


demand for the Andhra Province in person. 


The Desa seva, a weekly, expressed the opinion that the 
Andhra Province was as essential to Andhras as Responsible 
Government was to Indians. ° With this aim in view the 
Andhra leaders continued their efforts for achieving the 
Andhra Province, But the All India Congress Working Committee 
warned them by saying such an agitation for a separate 
Andhra Province should be postponed till the achievement 
of Swaraj as the attainment of Poorna Swaraj and the 
creation of Andhra Province were not antoganistic to 
each other. They were parts of the same movement ‘True ; the 

 polzey of the Congress was clearly in favour of the formation 


of the linguistic’ provinces.” The Congress Working Committee 


1. Proceedings of the Andhra Mahasabha, for the year 1938 and 
History of Andhra Movement, vol.II, Op.Cit., pp.134-135. 


2. Selected extracts from the Confidential Newspaper Reports 
for the month of August 1933. Also G.O.No.8 of 1933 of 


Public Department, Government of Madras. 
3. Sundarayya, Puchalapalii, Andhra Rashtra Nirmanam: English- 


Samarajya Vadula  Kutra, Praja Sakti Pracharnalayam, 
Bezwada, 1946, p.23. i 


4, To some extent the Congress had given effect to the 
principle in its own Constitution by the formation of 
Andhra, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Gujrat so far 
as the Congress organisation was concerned. 
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Resolution of 1938 supported the cause by saying that as 
soon as the Congress got power in its hands it would 
tackle the issue as part of the future scheme of the 
Government of India. It called upon the people to desist 
from any further agitation as it might divert the attenzion 
from the main issue before the country. This had deen 


done by the Working Committee due to the following reasons: 


1. The Congress lacks sufficient power to tackle the 


question immediately. 


2. It said that for the time being at any rate the 
federal question should receive preference to the 1lo3cal 


or provincial affairs. 


3. It called upon the Provinces to desist from any 
further agitation which the Working Committee feare might 


divert the attention from the main issue. 


In other words the resolution stated that Andhras, 


or any others should wait until the federal ques-z1on 
1 


x 


1. Goshti, vol.IV, No.1, Bahudhanya, Aswayujyam, October, 1°38, 
pp. 1-2. 


was settled. 
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The succeeding 2ist session of the Andhra Mahasabha 
was held at Guntur on 26th and 27th August, 1939. It 


was presided over by Anantasayanam Ayyangar. * 


He suggested 
in his presidential address that there should be a committee 
for ameliorating the grievances of the Andhras abroad 
also and should help the Andhras in native States also to 
attain their political independence. * An interesting 
development in this session was that the elder leaders 
had to bow to the wishes of the young leaders. > The pressure 
from the younger sections, really the more enhusiastic 


; 4 
sections was becoming more and more irresistible. 


The annual session for the year 1940 did not take 
Place as most of the elderly leaders including the President 
and General Secretary of the Andhra Mahasabha were 41n 
the jail for the Congress cause. Therefore, the 22nd 
session of the Andhra Mahasabha was held at Visakhapatnam 


on 22nd and 23rd November, 1941. It was presided over by 


1. Anantasayanam Ayyangar was a member of the Central 
Assembly in 1939. 


2. Sree Sadhana, 2 September, 1939. 
The Andhra Patrika, 30 August, 1939. 


4, Andhra Pradesh State Archives, G.V.Subba Rao, Personal 
Collections, vol.3, p.138. 


‘ 


Maharaja Kumar Sir Vijaya of Vizianagaram. The President 
in his address told the audience that "The British Governnent 
frankly fear that the Andhras are too loyal to the Congress 
to play the British game and they do not want anofher 
Congress or Pro-Congress Province". + The President further 
Observed that “in the past the Andhra Ministers, Legislators 
and other high-placed persons did not bring sufficfent 
pressure on the all important question of creating a separate 
province for Andhras. Our spokesmen at the Round Téble 
Conference should have driven house the advantage with 


- 


all emphasis. It is a pity that we had thus lost a grand 
opportunity". @ 

The Visakhapatnam session was a land mark under 
Sir Vijaya's presidency. Most of the top-leaders of che 
Congress were present at this session. A new Standing 
Committee was constituted. It achieved a complete unanimity 
on the main issue of a separate province. It formulaczed 
the major administrative needs of Andhras including a 


separate Andhra Budget, execution of the Tungabhadra 


and other irrigation projects, reuniting the Ceded Districts 


i. History of Andhra Movement, vol.II, Op.Cit., p.192. 
2. Ibid., p.196. 
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for purposes of the Andhra University jurisdiction; a 
separate High Court, a Co-operative Bank, Endowments 
Board, S.S.L.C. Board etc., andaproportionate share ‘for 
Andhras in all the existing colleges and services unzil 
a separate province was created for Andhras. A new constisu- 
tion was adopted for the first time in the History of 


Andhra Mahasabha. 2 


Among the other achievements of the Visakhapatiam 


session were the creation of: 


1. Andhras Abroad Department 
2. Andhra Industrial Board 


. Andhra History Committee 


. Andhra Good-Wil1l1 Mission for Other Provinces aot. 


3 

4 

5. Fund Committee 

6. Propaganda Committee 
1 


. Working Committee 
There was no follow up action on most of these decisiotrs. 
However, in respect of the main issue of a separate provitrce 


Sir Vijaya interviewed the Madras Governor twice; ret 


1. Goshti, Main trends in the Andhra Movement, vol.VI, No.5, 
April 1943, pp.82-92. 
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Gandhijl and several members of the Governor Generel's 
Executive Council; and gave a copy of the Andhra Memorardum 
to Sir Stafford Cripps. And his interview with the agent of 
the M & S.M.Railway and his special letters to the Maharejah 
of Parlakimidi and the B.N.Railway Agent regarding the 
grievances of Andhras in those areas were the land marks 
in the annals of the Mahasabha history. The appointment of 
an Andhra representative on the Indian National Defence 
Council where there was none earlier was the result of 


representations made by the Mahasabha President. 


The 23rd session of the Andhra Mahasabha plannred 


to be held at Rajahmundry early in 1943 was not held 


2 given by the Madras Government. 


owing to a ban order 
Eventually, the session was held at Bellary on the 23rd 
and 24th October, 1943. It was again presided by sir 
Vijaya.He tried sincerely to bring a uniform course of 


action for the early realisation of the Andhra Provinee. 


1. Goshti, vol.VI, No.5, April 1943, p.89. 


The conference was banned due to a hitch between the Madras 
Government and the President elect Sir Vijaya. Further 12 
was not only a war-period but the Quit India Movement wag 
also at its height. 
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However, the later events under the aegis of the Mahasabha 


were not significant enough in terms of achievements. + 


Towards the end of 1943, the Mahasabha was divided 
in to two groups on ideological differences. There were two 
Working Committee. Misunderstandings between the Working 
President and the Secretary, between the Secretary and 
aoné of the members of the Working Committee led to several 
controversies. Consequently a Pedgus of Linguistic Provinces 


with head quarters at Vijayawada was formed. 


A special conference of the Andhra Mahasabha was 
held at Guntur in April 1947. It was presided over by 
Kumar Rajah of Vuyyur. Fiery speeches were delivered 
and ultimately a direction was given to the Andhra members 
of the Legislatures to withdraw their membership, which of 


course was not heeded. 


\ 
. The twenty-fifth session of the Mahasabha, the last 
Conference was held again at Guntur on 13th and 14th 
January, 1951 under the presidentship of G.Harisarvothama Rao. 


It met under a spirit of despair as there as no likely hood 


1. Goshti, vol.XIX, No.7, October 1964. 
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of settling the issue of a separate province in the near 
future. In his presidential address Harisarvothama Rao 
said that "there are some friends who think that, once an 
Andhra Province is formed, the Mahasabha should be dissolved. 
.... But tthe Mahasabha should jlive and stay for ever. 
A separate province is but one of the objects of the 
Mahasabha. An all round advancement of the Andhra people 
1s not a lesser objective. Synthesising and supporting 
all associations in Andradesh which are not based on 
communal or religious politics will be the main task of 
the Mahasabha hereafter. And such a programme will make the 
Mhasabha a permanent feature in our public life.... Just 
as we have all worked together on this platform, irrespective 
of any caste or religion or political differences in the 
past, I am hoping that we shall be able to work unitedly 
through the Mahasabha for the day when the Mahasabha 
will become the symbol of unity among all the Andhras. I 
need hardly add that, to the best of my ability, I shall 


be ever prepared to serve in such a cause", 


A number of causes were attributed for not achieving 


the Andhra Province at this stage. Among them, it was argued 


1. Proceedings of the 25th session of the Andhra Mahasabha 


held at Guntur from 13 to 14 January, 1951. 
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that the main reason for delay “an achieving the Andhra 
Province was due to the total dependance on the Congress 
instead of carrying the Movement independently. From 
the beginning every effort for the Andhra Province was 
looked upon as a hurdle to the Congress. The Andhra 
Mahasabha leaders did not realise that a separate Andhra 
Province could be achieved without the help of the Congress.” 
Further, it was also felt that because of their participation 
in the national struggle for freedom and the consequent 
boycott of the Simon Commission by the Andhras forfeited 
the good-will- of the British Government. It must also be 
admitted that the demand for a separate province was not 
supported by the Madras ministers although there were 
three Andhra Prime Ministers in the Madras Presidency 
during this period. 

The dual loyality of the Andhra Congress leaders for 
the Congress and the Andhra Mahasabha came in the way 
of progress of the Andhra Movement. Further, the Congress 
leaders of different groups used the Andhra Province 


issue to level allegations one against the other with the 


Ul 


1. Venkateswara Rao, Nanduri, Andhra Viplavam, Venkateswara 
-& Co., Guntur, 1946, p.22. 


2. Ibid., p.22. . 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya, The Indian Express, 15 November, 1937. 
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Congress High Command. ? Some High level Government Officials 
and the Tamil Capitalists in general were against the 
creation of the Andhra Province and its movement. This was 
attributed to the Tamil people. On the other hand the 
British administration tried to increase the differences 


and saw that Andhra Province was not formed.” 


In 1938 when the Madras Assembly passed a resolution 
for the creation of an Andhra Province, the then Governor 
Lord Erskine wrote to the Secretary of State for India 
stating that it would result in blood shed and the Secretary 


1 


of State for India shelved 1t.3 


In those days, there was a feeling that Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya did not take enough of trouble to convince 
the Congress Working Committee on the issue of Andhra 
Province issue.’ 

It was anticipated in the early forty's that the 


British Government would sanction the Andhra Province 


1.Venkateswara Rao, Nanduri, Andhra Viplavam, Op.Cit., p.28. 


2. Sundarayya, Puchalapalli, Andhra Rashtra Nirmanan, 
Op.Cit., p.7. 


3. Ibid. 
4, Venkateswara Rao, Nanduri, Andhra Viplavam, Op.Cit., p.28. 
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without delay after the Second World War, which again 


proved to be a great disappointment and a false anticipation. * 


The idea of an Andhra’ Province was not seriously 
pursued for many years by the leaders owing to absorbing 
political pre-occupations, notwithstanding that the Congress 
had definitely espoused the idea of linguistic provinces. 
The real difficulty in the matter of the demand for an 
Andhra Province was lack of concerted action on the 


part of Andhras as well as Rayalaseema people with the 
2 


support of all sections. 


1. Venkateswara Rao, Nanduri, Andhra Viplavam, Op.Cit., p.61. 
2. The Hindu, 15 November, 1937. 
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ANDHRA MOVEMENT VIS-A-VIS THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT 


SECTION-1: BRITISH POLICIES TOWARDS ANDHRA PROVINCE 


The Bratish Government neglected the issue of creatang 
a separate province for Andhras and 1t was left to take 
ats own course. Section 52 A of the Government of Inca 
Act, 1919 laid down that "The Governor -General-ain-Counzil 
may, after obtaining an expression of opinion from she 
local Government and the local legislature affect2d, 
by notification, with the sanction of His Majesty previously 
signified by the Secretary of State-1n-Council constitute 
a new Governor's province or place part of a Governo='s 
province under the administration of a Deputy-Goverusuor 


to be appointed by the Governor-Goneral". 


In other words, for that reason the Government of 
India had laid down clearly that before they could consicer 
any such proposal, they must satisfy themselves’ trat 
there was a real popular demand and that if that popular 
demand existed they might expect to find it voiced in the 


local legislative council. This condition had not been 
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fulfilled in the case of the resolutions before the house 


on-the Andhra Province issue. 


The issue of a separate Andhra Province came up 
twice for consideration before the Government of India as 
a specific issue first in the Legislative Assembly and 
then in the Council of State. The resolution in the 
Legislative Assembly was moved by Jayanti Ramayya Pantulu on 
3 February, 1922 which read thus: "This Assembly recommends 
to the Go vernor-General-1n-Council that the Andhra districts 
‘of the Madras presidency should be constituted into a 
separate province, and{ that he may be pleased to take 
early action in this respect". The mover of the resolution 
among other things argued that section 52 - A of the 
Government of India Act authorised the Governor General-in- 
Council to take action without waiting for an expression of 
opinion from the local Government. * The Home Member opposed 
the resolution on behalf of the Government of India and 
argued that in view of the absence of it not being endorsed 
by the Provincial Government, /1t was unreasonable to 
expect this Assembly to take the initiative in a matter 


on which the views of those directly concerned had not been 


1. Indian Statutory Commission, vol.IV, part-I, 1930, p.508. 
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expressed. If a motion to form a separate Andhra Province 
secured substantial support from the Andhra representatives 
in the Madras Legislative Council, it would be incumbent 
upon the local Government to refer the matter to the 
Government of India, who would then and only then, consider 
what action should be taken and whether a special adhoc 
commission of enquiry should be appointed to investigate 


the matter."2 


In view of there being no resolution passed 
by the Madras Assembly and the sympathetic reply given 
by Government of India, by leave of the assembly, the 


resolution was withdrawn. 


The second resolution on the specific question of 
the formation of Andhra Province came up before the Government 
of Ind1a when Ramadas Pantulu moved a resolution in the 
Council of State on 16 February, 1927 recommending".... 
to the Governor~-General-in-Council to advise His Majesty's 
Government to take such steps as may be required to constitute 
the Andhra (Telugu) districts of the Madras Province 


into a separate province with a full measure of Responsible 


1. Indian Statutory Commission, vol.IV, p.510. 
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Government". Four members* took part in the debate and 
when the resolution was put to vote, it was lost by 28 


votes to 11.7 


A month later, on 14 March,1927, Pallalamarri Anjaneyulu, 
moved a resolution in the Madras Legislative Council to 
the effect that "This council recommends to the Government 
to recommend to the Governor~-General-in-Council that 
the contiguous Telugu speaking areas in the Presidency be 
constituted into a separate Andhra Province for all legisila- 


3 


tive, administrative and judicial purposes". Seventeen 


members participated 1n the debate and three speakers 


opposed the motion. The views of the Government of Madras 
were stated by Marjori Banks, who said that the question 
of dividing provinces on a linguistic basis could scarcely 
be considered with reference to a single province. If the 
whole of India were to be divided into provinces constituted 


on a linguistic basis, they might not afford altogether 


1. Dr. Rama Rao, the Rajah of Bobbili and Sankar Nair supported 
the resolution while Evans, a nominated official member 
opposed the resolution. 


2. Indian Statutory Commission, Op.Cit., p.513. 


3. Proceedings of the Madras Legislative Council, vol.XXXV, 
1927, p.67, and Bharati, vol.IV, No.4, April 41927, 
p.146. 
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as promising a field for the advancement of Self-Government, 
as they would if they remained constituted as at present." 
He promised to forward the opinions of the various members 


1 


to the Government of India. The resolution was carried 


out by 40 votes to 32. 


V.V.Jogiah folowed up this debate 1n_ the . Madras 
Legislative Council by giving notice of a resolution 
moved in the Assembly in similar terms. The resolution 
was drawn for the 20 September, 1927 but without giving 
reasons, the mover asked for and obtained leave to withdraw 


and the resolution was not debated. > 


Even though the Government of India was avoiding 
the formation of Andhra Province, the principle of formation 
of provinces on Ilainguistic basis was conceded by the 
First Round Table Conference in connection with Orissa 
and Sindh and a Boundary Commission was appointed by 


the Government of India to fix the boundaries of Orissa. 


This Commission had necessarily to determine, inter alia 


A 
° 


Proceedings of the Madras Legislative Council, 1927, 
Op.Cit., p.79. 


2. Ibid. 
3. Indian Statutory Commission, vol.VI, P.516. 
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the boundary to the north of Andhra region in the Madras 
Presidency which would be the southern boundary of Orissa. 
It would be therefore not only most convenient and opportune 
but also just and equitable that the claims of the Andhras 
for a separate province should be recognised and a similar 
Boundary Commission be immediately appointed to work 
ain conjunction with the Oriya Boundary Commission so 
as to settle the common boundary between the Andhra 
region and Oriya Province which was done. This shows 
the attitude of the Government of India towards the 


Andhra Province issue. 


Again, the attitude of the Government of Madras was 
made clear on 23 May, 19442 when the need for a separate 
Andhra Province, preparation of a separate budget for the 


Andhra Districts and the economic development of the 


1. Giri, V.V., Memorandum regarding the formation of a 


separate Andhra Province in India submitted on 10.11.1931, 
Indian Round Table Conference, 7.9.1931 to 1.12.1931, 
vol. III, Calcutta, 1932, p.1450. 


2. The letter of the Chief Secretary to the Government of 
Madras dated 23, May, 1944 was despatched on 25 May to the 
Mahasabha's Vijayawada address and this was released to 
the press on 21 July, 1944 by the Chief Secretary. 
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Rayalaseema area were placed before the Government in 
December 1943 by a deputation of the Working Committee 
of the Andhra Mahasabha headed by Sir Vijaya, President 
of the Mahasabha. Regarding the formation of a separate 
Andhra Province the Government stated that "The initiative 
in the matter of the creation of a new province rests 
with the Crown and His Excellency does not consider 
that the time is now opportune to reopen the question of 
the formation of a separate Andhra Province". On the 
question of the desirability of framing a separate budget 
for the Andhra Districts, the Government stated that 


there were practical difficulties such as: 


1. The work involved in the preparation of accounts by 
districts would have to be’ done by a special staff in 
the office of the Accountant-General and in view of 
the heavy strain on the Audit staff due to the war,! 
the Auditor-General would not be able to spare the staff 


required for the purpose. 


11. An essential prerequisite for the preparation 


of such a budget was a clear delimitation of the boundaries 


1. World war II was at its height during this period. 
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between Tamil and the proposed Andhra Province but 10 
delimitation. committee could be appointed t111 a decision 
was arrived at on the question of the formation of a 
separate Andhra Province. 

11i. There was much controversy in regard to tie 
division of Madras and Chengalput Dastricts etc.,and tre 
willingness of the inhabitants of certain distric=s 
such as Bellary, Kurnool, Cuddapah, Anantapur and Chittoor 


to be included in the proposed Andhra Province. 


1v. The allocation of headquarter charges and cf 
common charges on debt services, pensionary charges 
etc., could be made only after the area for which a 
separate budget was to be prepared was settled. His 
Excellency, therefore, did not consider that the preparaticn 
of a separate budget could be undertaken especially 


during the War? 


On the development of the Rayalaseema area, th= 
Madras Government, it was said, were aware of the special 


ca 


1. The Hindu, vol. LXVIII, No.172, 22 July, 1944. 
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needs of the districts constituting the Rayalaseema and 
they had taken and were taking necessary measures to 
mitigate the hardships and improve the conditions of 
the people there. The Government were encouraging the 
sinking of wells in order to tap sub-soil water and 
were sanctioning loan: for the purpose. Sanctions of 
remission of assessment for the first three years in 
cases where wells had been deepened or new wells had 
been sunk with or without the aid of state loans in 
addition to the investigation of irrigation scheme, 


like Tungabhadra Scheme and Pennar ~- Kumudavathi Project. 


Regarding the request of the deputationists for 
adequate representation of the Andhras in the servces, 
the Government replied that "in order to secure a fair 
representation of all the communities of the province, 
recruitment to most of the services has been made on a 
communal basis and .the Andhras now take their chance in 
their respective communal form. Recruitment to the Madras 
Secretariat service and Ministerial service in the Madras 


city offices 1s also made on a linguistic basis. In 


the case of some other services, recruitments on a linguistic 
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as well as communal basis has been ordered by which 
means a sufficient number of Andhras can get into the 


services". ! 


It was further stated theat the Government could 
not interfere with the medium of instruction in schools 
1n Orissa, Hyderabad or Mysore and the Mahasabha might 


take up this question with the State concerned. 


Finally, the Chief Secreatry to the Government 
of Madras said that every thing that could possibly be 
done to ameliorate the conditions of the Telugu people 
in the Province was being done and nothing further was 
now possible on some of the questions like the formation 
of a separate Andhra Province and the preparation of 


a separate budget for the Andhra Districts. 


Sir Vijaya as the President of the Andhra Mahasabha 
made a general appeal on 10 October, 1944 stating that 
at a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Andhra 
Mahasabha held on 3 September, 1944 at Tirupati, a resolu- 


tion was passed recording their protest against the 


1. The Hindu, 22 July, 1944. 
2. Ibid., vol.XLIX, No.30, 23 July, 1944. 
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reply of the Government of Madras to the menorandum 
submitted by the Andhra Mahasabha to His Excellency 
on 13 December, 1943. and expressing their appreciation 
over certain steps taken by the Government in regard 
to the Tungabhadra Project and one or two other minor 
matters. A further meeting of the Mahasabha Working 
Committee held in Madras on 30 September, 1944 felt 
1t necessary to make the protest fully heard. Therefore, 
23 October, 1944 was fixed as the ‘Protest Day' to be 
observed by the Andhras all over the country. The main 
resoluion condemned the attitude of the Madras Government 
as unjust and challenged it tomake a plebiscite based 
on the principle of self-determination even in the 


1 where opinions opposed to the 


Rayalaseema districts 
formation of a separate province for Andhras had been 


expressed. 


Andhra Province Day was celebrated at Madras on 
25 October, 1944 under the auspices of the Madras District 
Andhra Mahasabha. At this public meeting a resolution 
demanding the immediate formation of an Andhra Province 


and appealing to all Andhras to carry out a united agitation 


1. The Hindu, 11 October, 1944. 
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for achieving this anpeenave and expressing the opinion 
that the Governor's reply to the Andhra Mahasabha was 
unsatisfactory and disappointing, was adopted. - Similar 
meetings celebrating the Andhra Province Day were held 
at Bellary, Nellore, Hindupur, Tenali, Vijayawada, 
Rajahmundry, Bapatla, Nuzvid, Guntur and other’ towns 


and passed similar resolutions. * 


‘Throughout the Andhra iowenene, till 15 August, 
1947 the policy of the British Government towards the 
demand for an Andhra Province was marked by negligence 
and partiality. When other provinces like Orissa was 
created in 1936, the same policy was not extended to 
the Andhras. Even though the British realised the popular 
demand and intensity for an Andhra Province, the issue 
was simply left to take its own course. Consequently, 
the demand of the Telugu people was met in the Independent 


India, six years after’the British left the country. 


x 


1. The Hindu, vol. LXVIII, No.248, 25 October, 1944. 


2. Ibid., vol.LXVIII, No.250, 27 October, 1944 and vol.LXVIII, 
No.251, 28 October, 1944. 
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SECTION-2: GROWING CONSCIOUSNESS OF TELUGU IDENTITY 

The Andhra districts faeuded in the Madras Presidency 
comparatively formed a single unit with common history 
culture, language, literature and usages. In the procese 
of acquiring territories, the British grouped the Andhrae 
with Madras Presidency. This haphazard grouping of Telugu. 
Tamil, Malayalam and Kannada people into Madras Presidency 
hampered the growth of the Andhraidentity in particular, 
since their interests were neglected and subordinatec 
in the composite State. Hence the Andhras in the Madras 
Presidency were clamouring for their identity and @€= 


separate province. 


The Bapatla Conference in May 1913 and the formation 
of the Andhra Mahasabha were events of great significance 
in the social and political history of the Andhras. 
These events gve stimulus to the Andhras and they begun 
to examine the circumstances for their backwardness 
1n various fields. When these issues were discussed 
in the press and various conferences, the movement for 


a separate Andhra Province gained momentum and it was 


brought to the forefront. 
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Right from the beginning of the Movement for a 
separate Andhra Province the leaders were advocating 
that the proposed Andhra Province should include not 
only the Andhras of Circar and Rayalaseema districczs 
but it should also include the Andhras of those living <n 
the Hyderabad State and other neighbouring areas. Tke 
President of the first Andhra Conference at Bapat la 
made a reference to the then five million Telugu speakinug 
people in Hyderabad State and the Jlimitations under 
which they were living in a separate state administration. + 
Ever since Bengal and Bihar were constituted as separafe 
privinces on language basis, the question of an Andhra 
Province was widely discussed. Nyapathi Subba Rao Pantuil1, 
the President of the_second Andhra Conference held ét 
Vijawada felt that language and literature were sifficeintly 
strong ties to weld people together and appealing to 
their past glory it awakened them to their present state 
of backwardness so that they might work together in 


a spirit of self sacrifice for the upliftment of themselves-. 


1. The Presidential address of B.N.Sarma at the Bapatla 
conference, 1913. 


2. Presidential address of Nyapath1 Subba Rao Pantulu 
at the conference held from 12 to 14 April, 1914, 
at Vijayawada. 
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is Jonnavithula Gurunadham and Unnava Lakshmi Narayama 
drew an Andhra map for the consideration of the conference 
committee. This was widely circulated through the MahasabLa 
literature. It consisted of not only the British Andhra 


districts including Chand in the Central Provinces ard 


1 


Kolar of Mysore and the eight Telangana districts cf 


2 In all the writings of those days 


Hyderabad Dominion, 
it was clearly laid down and accepted that the greater 
Andhra Province should be like the map in the next page. 
This map covered Baster and Berhampore in the north 
Madras and Chingleput in the South and Bellary in the 
“West. It wie Suse a description of the legitimate aspira 
tions of the Andhras and it had the desired effect on 
the Andhra public. In the Andhra _ Conference held 14 
Gctober 1937 at Vijayawada several Telugu papers carried 
this map? and the Reception Committee of the Andhra 


Mahasabha got this map printed and distributed to ths 


1. The eight Telangana districts referred to here were: 
1. Mahaboob nagar 2. Nalgonda 3. Medak 4. Atrafebalda 
(Hyderabad) 5. Warangal 6. Karimnagar 7. Nizamabad and 
8. Adilabad. 


2. Goshti, vol.VI, No.5, April 1943. 


3. Ibid., Vol.III, No.1, Dhata, Chaitram, April 1936, 
p.19., Janavani, 22 October, 1937., Andhra Patrika, 
22 October, 1937 and 26 January, 1950. 
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’ 


delegates for creating an Andhra consciousness in the 
popular mind. It created geographical consciousness 
and contributed to the awakening among’ the Andhras! 

Similarly, the Standing Committee of the Andhra 
Mahasabha devised an Andhra flag with a lotus flower 
and a boat with the protecting serpents on either side 
which again indicated the determination of the Andhras 


to have a separate identity. 


The three major regions viz., Circars, Nizam Andhra 
and Rayalaseema of a united Andhra were identified and 
represented by three flowers in the flag? unfurled at 
Vijayawada on 26th March, 1939. The flag was having 
the emblems of a lotus in red colour, a lily in white 
and a rose in resepink with a sword and a spear behind 
a shield resembling the lotus leaf artistically designed 
in greem against a rose-pink background. The sword 


and spear were ment to signify war and the flowers indicated 


1. Federated India, 17 November, 1937. 


2. This Andhra National flag was published in The Madras Mail, 
6 April, 1939. 
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THE MADRAS MAIL, WEDNESDAY, Al 
fl 
| 


nd 


| 


| 


vs 


m Py Rf 


The illustration of “The Andhra National Flag,” shown above, el 
taken from the Andhra, a new Andhra weekly in English, edited by/ 
Mr Pandrangi Kesava Rao, B.Sc., B.L., President of the Andhra Parliament. : 


The Flag was first unfurled at Bezwada on March 26. It is explained |: 
that the three flowers signify the three seemas, Circars, Nizam Andhras, 
and Royalaseema. The flowers indicate peace and the sword and spear wer. 
The word “Andhra” is inscribed in Telugu. 


| 
The lotus is coloured red, the rose rose pink, the lily white and tive | 
\| shield green. The background is of rose pink. 


wi, * 


f 
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peace according to the need of the times and the three 
flowers represented the three Telugu regions. The word 
Andhra was written in Telugu prominently on the shield 
ftaelk: The Andhra Parliament, an association started 
ain the year 1938 by Pandrangi Keshava rao, an Andhra 
worker, announced this flag for’ the Andhras,* which 


can be seen on page 119. 


Thus all these developments greatly contributed 


to the growth of Telugu identity among the Andhras. 


1. The Andhra, 5 April, 1939. 
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SECTION-3: ANDHRA MOVEMENT VIS-A-VIS THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT 


The various District Associations in the Andhra, 
region referred to earlier were working partly as the 
District Congress Associations and the branches of the 


1 Another aim of these 


Indian National Congress as well. 
District Associations was to spread the Congress ideals 
and goals among the people in the districts. These Associa-— 
tions contributed for the success of the grand movement 
of the Indian National Congress. * The Godavari District 
Association, while reviving its activities ain i908, 


resolved not only to improve the conditions of the district 


and its people but also to promote a spirit of nationalism 
3 


N 


and unity amongst them. 


Most of the leaders of the National Movement in 
Andhra region like Konda Venkatappayya, Ayyadevara Kaleswara 
Rao, Nyapati SubbaRao, Mocherla Ramachandra Rao, Pattabhi 


Sitaramayya, Gadicheria Harisarvothama Rao, who were 


1. Venkatappayya, Konda, Sweyacharitra, Op.Cit., 1966, p.95. 


Vaikuntham, Y, Osmania Journal of Historical Research, 
Op.Cit., p.64. Also Venkatappayya, Konda, Op.Cit., p.95. 


3. The Hindu, 10 March, 1908. 


* 
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earlier leaders of Andhra Movement, later emerged as 
common leaders of both the Congress and the Andhra Movement. * 
The leaders particularly the younger groups turned to 
be extreme nationalists and made strong and powerful 
arguments in support of creating a separate province 
for Andhras. The issues of the Andhra Movement came 
to be clubbed with the National Movement, nurtured the 
political consciousness among the people, in turn contribut- 


ing to the political development in the Andhra region. * 


The Andhras raised the question of a separate Andhra 
Provincial Congress in 1915 and 1916. It was accepted 
1n 1917 at the Calcutta session despite vehement opposition 
from the President, Dr.Besant and some of the leading 
Tamil delegates from Madras. Even Gandhij1i thought in 
1917 that this question might wait till the proposed 


Reforms were passed. But at was the forthright plea 


of Tilak that gave the Andhras a separate Congress circle? 


- 


The formation of Andhra Provincial Congress Committee 


¢ 


Osmania Journal of Historical Research, Op.Cit., p.70. 
2. Ibid., pp.81-83. 


Sitaramayya, Pattabhi, The History of the Indian 
National Congress, Padma Publications Ltd, Bombay, i946, 


vol.1 (1885-1935), pp.56-57. 
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and the introduction of its branches in each distract 
enabled the leaders of the Andhra Movement to became 
active members of the Congress Committee and thus work 
for both the Movements hand in hand. This greatly contribut- 


ed to the political development in Andhra. + 


The Andhras were the close followers of Gandhian 
1deals. From 1921 Mahatma Gandhi assumed the leadership 
of the Congress and propagated his programmes of Satyagraha, 
Non-cooperation etc. As elsewhere the Congress’ became 
popular in Andhra region also. Since the bulk of the 
aAandhra leaders were also the prominent congress men, 
vheir attention began to be divided between Andhra Provincia- 
lism on one hand and the Indian Nationalism on the other. 
But there was no anti-thesis between the two. However 
the responsibility of securing a separate Andhra Province 
fell on the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee. During 


this period the founder of the Andhra Mahasabha, Konda 


Venkatappayya was completely engaged with the Congress work. 


1. Osmania Journal of Historical Research, Op.Cit., p.83. 
2. Goshti, vol.VI, No.5, April 1943, p.83. 
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Even then the Mahasabha used to meet annually and pass 
the resolution relating to a separate province. ! In 
1928 when the Samon Commission visited India the Andhra 
leaders boycotted the Commission 1n accordance with 
the mandate of the Indian National Congress, subordinating 
their Provincial interests= to the larger interests of 


the country.* 


The agitation for a separate Andhra Province was 
strictly through peaceful, non-violent and constitutional 
methods along with the National Movement without impairing 
zn any manner the wider national unity. While presiding 
over the Andhra Provincial Conference held at Visakhapatnam 
on 30 December, 1934, Ayyadevara Kaleswara Rao adverting 
to the question of a separate province for Andhras said 
that it was in importance next only to the Swaraj and 
therefore along with the struggle for Swaraj the agitation 
for obtaining the Andhra Province would be carried out. > 


Further, the Andhra leaders believed that both the national 


cause and the cause of Andhras were identical and the 


i. Kaleswara Rao, Ayyadevara, Najeevitha Katha Navyandhramu, 
Op.Cit., pp.242-243. Also History of Andhra Movement 
(Andhra Region), vol.1, pp.465-466. 

2. It was believed in certain quarters that Andhras 
could have obtained the Andhra Province by co-operating 
with the Commission just “ake the Maharajah of Parlakimudi 
had co-operated and secured the Orissa Province. 


3. The Indian Annual Register, vol.II, 1934, pp.325326. 
Also Kaleswara Rao, Ayyadevara, Op.Cit., p.248. 
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Swarajya paper of T.Prakasam was a great contribution 
to the cause of [Indian nationalism and to Andhra Sub- 


nationalism. - 


(in july 1938, deputatons from Andhra and Kerala 
asking for their respective separate provinces and a 
deputation from Karnataka asking for its unification 
waited on the All India Congress Working Committee who 
heard them at great length and passed a resolution. 
The resolution said that "Having heard the views of 
the deputations of the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee, 
the Andhra Mahasabha, the Karnatak Unification Committee, 
the Karnatak Provincial Congress Committee and the Kerala 
Provincial Congress Committee on the question of the 
redistribution of Provinces in India on a linguistic 
basis for administrative purposes, this committee declares 
that the resolution of the Madras legislature on linguistic 
Provinces and of the Bombay legislature on the separation 
cf the Karnatak Province were passed with the previous 
Sanction of the parliamentary sub-committee and the 


full approval of this committee. This committee desires 


1. Rudrayya Chowdari, G, Prakasm: A Political Study, 
Orient Longman Ltd., Madras, 1971, p.124. 
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to assure the people of the area concerned that the 
solution of this question would be undertaken as a part 
of the future scheme of the Government of India as soon 
as the Congress has the power to do so and calls upon 
the people of these areas to desist from any further 
agitation in this Senate which may divert attention 
from the main issue now before the country". In this 
resolution the Congress assured the people of the concerned 
areas to take up the solution to the question as part 
of the fututre scheme of the Government of India and 
advised to desist from any agitation as this might divert 
the attention from the main issue of the freedom of 
‘the country. This mean that though the Congress had 
full sympathy for the creation of linguistic provinces, 


it gave preference to the freedom of the Country. ) 


N.G.Ranga, President of the Andhra Provincial Congress 
Committee issued an appeal on 16 July, 1946 to all the 
organisations in Andhra region to observe July 28 as the 
Andhra Province Day and assert their desire for the 


formation of a separate Andhra Province at the earliest 


1. The History of the Indian National Congress, vol.II, 
Op.Cit., pp.93-94. 
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opportunity through the Constituent Assembly. Ranga 
recalled the advice given by the Congress High Command 
to suspend the Movement for a separate Andhra Province 
on the ground that the question of linguistic province 
would have to await a constitutional settlement and 
now that the future constitution of India was to be 
framed, the time was ripe for Hake as the question of 


the Andhra Province. = 


[ 


1947, Dr.T.S.S.Rajan, Leader of the House, moved a resolu- 


\ In the Madras Legislative Council on 20 October 


tion recommending the redistribution of provinces on a 
linguistic basis and re-constitution of the Madras Province 
into Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra. Amendments 
moved by two other members were rejected and the House 


adopted the main resolution as moved by Dr.Rajan.* 


On 27 November, 1947 referring to a short notice 
question by N.G.Range, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said in 
the Indian Legislature that the Government were fully 


aware of the demand in some parts of the country for new 


1. The Hindu, vol.LXX, No.170, 19 July, 1946. 
2. Ibid., vol. LXXI, No. 247, 21 October, 1947. 


128 


provinces, primarily on  tJainguistic basis.|\/ About the 
demand for Andhra Province, athe Prime Minister further 
said that the demand was perfectly legitimate and raised 
‘relatively few difficulties and therefore it could be 
included among the provinces in the Constitution as was 
done in the case of Orissa and Sindh under the Government 


of India Act 1935. This decision could be aimplemented 


soon after the Constitution was adopted. ! y 


° 


’ 


i As a sequal to this and as part of the assurance 
of the Congress Working Committee, the All India Congress 
session held at Jayapur in December, 1948 under’ the 
presidentship of Pattabhi Sitaramayya, appointed a Committee 
consisting of Jawaharlal i Nehru, Vallabhai Patel and 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya to report upon the formation of 
Linguistic Provinces to the All Indian Congress Committee. 
This Committee submitted its report to the Congress 
Working Committee on 6 Apri1,1949 which came to be popularly 
known as. J.V.P. report. The report pointed out that 
1) The Andhras should give up their right over Madras 
and 2) They should come to an understanding with Tamils 


and Kannada people regarding their borders. It was said 


1. The Hindu, vol. LXXI, No.278, 28 November, 1947. 
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that if these conditions were accepted, the Andhra Rashtra 
would be formed within the possible near future. The 
J.V.P. report was discussed at length in the press. 
After a careful study of the report of the Congress 
Working Committee relating to the formation of Linguistic 
Provinces and the earlier resolution of the Andhra Mahasabha 
Working Committee passed at its ; meeting held on 19 
May, 1949 at Madras, the Standing Committee of the Andhra 
Mahasabha reiterated the stand taken by the Working 
Committee, as the only practical policy to be pursued 
for the early realisation of a separate Andhra Province 
and as a preliminary for the establishment of Visalandhara. 
The Committee also authorised the President of the Andhra 
Mahasabha to communicate the resolution to the Prime-~ 
Minister of India, President of the Indian National 


Congress and the President of the Constituent Assembly. 


A The Congress Working Committee adopted a resolution 
at New Delhi on 5 October, 1949 on linguistic provinces 
endorsing the report of the J.V.P. Committee recommending 


priority for the creation of the Andhra Province. The 


1. Proceedings of the Standing Committee of the Andhra 
Mahasabha held on 23 July, 1949. 
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‘ 


Government of India also endorsed the jJ.V.P. report. 'y, 


T.Prakasam in a statement regretted the resolution of 


+ 


the Working Committee on the formation of the Andhra 


Province and’ siad it did not do any credit to such a 


2 


high powered democratic body. But the Andhra Provincial 


Congress Committee which met at Vijayawada on 10 November, 
1949 decided to accept the J.V.P. report and requested 
the Government of India to form the Andhra Province 
with all the undisputed districts excluding the city of 
Madras. The meeting was presided over by N.G.Ranga and 


T.Prakasam also attended this meeting. The Standing 


xv 


Committee of the Rayalaseema Mahasabha, which was formed 
at this time, at an emergent meeting on 13 November, 
1949 passed a resolution to the effect that the immediate 
formation of provinces on linguistic basis was inopportune 


and the proposed Andhra Province did not satisfy the 


a 


‘ 


1. The Hindu, vol. LXXIII, No.233, 6 October, 1949. The text 
of the resolution:...."In regard to the proposed Andhra 
Province, the committee are of opinion that necessary 
steps for its formation can be taken as soon as the 
conditions in regard to it, mentioned in the report, 
are fulfilled. The Government of Madras, the Andhra 
Provincial Congress Committee are requested to inquire 
and report as to how far these conditions arc satisfied, 
so that further decisions may be taken there on. These 
reports should be made before i4 November, 1949. 


2. Ibid., No.235, 8 October, 1949. 
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principles laid down. 2 However, the Madras cabinet which 
met on*12 November, 1949 decided to accept the recommenda- 
tions of the J.V.P. report on the formation of a separate 
Andhra Province. * After considering the resolutions 
of the Tamil Nadu Congress Committee and the Andhra 
Provincial Congress Committees and the Madras Government 
rearding the formation of the Andhra Province, the Congress 
Working Committee, in view of their general agreement, 
resolved on 16 November, 1949 that the Andhra Province 
should be constituted in accordance with the recommendations 
of the Three Man Committee and the Government of India 
be requested to take steps to form forthwith the Andhra 
Province, generally consisting of the undisputed Andhra 
districts excluding the city of Madras and the exact 
demarcation should be made by a Boundary Commission 


to be appointed therefor. > 


-As a result of this, the Government of India sent 
a communication on 25 November, 1949 to the Government 


of Madras about the formation of Andhra Province. The Madras 


1. The Hindu, vol.LXIII, No.265, 14 November, 1949. 
2. Ibid., vol.LIV, No.45, 13 November, 1949, 
3. Ibid., vol.LXXIII, No.268, 17 November, 1949. 


132 


cabinet discussed this matter on 6 November, 1949 and 
decided to report to the Government of India that separating 
the Andhra areas was not possible earlier than Apriil.1, 
1950.1 However, the Madras Government suggested to the 
Government of India that a border committee of three 
members, of whom one should be a High Court Judge and 
the other two from Orissa and Madras Governments respective- 


ly, should be appointed. 


1. The Hindu, vol.LXXIII, No.285, 7 December, 1949. 
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THE ANDHRA STATE 


CHAPTER-V 


THE ANDHRA STATE 


There had been a strong agitation as seen earlier, 
for the creation of a separate Andhra Province which 
was first voiced through an Soanuaeeion at the Andhra 
Conference held at Bapatla in the year 1913. It had 
been repeated in the successive Andhra Conferences and 
unofficial political gatherings which strengthened the 
movement. The Madras Legislative Council passed resolutions 
several times urging the necessity for a separate province 
for Andhras. The question was also debated. and brought 
to prominence in connection with several budget discussions. 

Athe Madras Government recommended to the Governor favourably. 
But the Government of Indian, somehow, made a provision 
in the Goverment of India Act, 1935 for the creation of 
new provinces if there was a demand for the same. The 
various commissions appointed to consider the question 
expressed the opinion that the then arrangement of provinces 
was not altogether satisfactory. ° 


» 


1. Government of Madras, G.O.Ms.No.371 Public (Reforms) 
Department, 2 March, 1938. 


le .bid. 
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The Andhra Mahasabha had viewed the problem of 
Andhra provance purely from cultural and -linguistic, 
economic and administrative stand-points, without reference 
‘to party or group politics. The issue of the Andhra 
Province had been before the Government for too long 
a time awaiting solution but the then Government of 
=ndia ultimately rejected the much desired objective. 4 
However, the aim of the Andhras to secure a separate 


Province had been gaining strength day by day. 


A tne agitation for reorganising the states on linguistic 
basis was vigorously pursued in several parts of the 


country. Therefore, the Linguistic Provinces Commission 


1. Memorandum presented in 1949 to the Prime Minister of 
India, President, Constituent Assembly and the Working 
Committee by the deputation of Andhra Mahasabha led 
by G.Harisarvothama Rao, Executive President, Andhra 
Mahasabha. It consisted of M.Tirumala Rao, Kalluri 
Subba Rao (Members of the Constituent Assembly), 
K.V.Ramanayya Naidu, Member, Andhra University syndicate, 
Vavilala Gopala Krishnayya, Member, Working Committee, 
T.V.Raghavachari, Joint Secretary and G.V.Punniah 
Sastry, General Secretary, Andhra Mahasabha. 
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known ,as the Dar Commission under the chairmanship of 
Justice par. It was appointed by the President of the 
Constiatutent Assembly on 17 June, 1948 to enquire into 
and work out all relevant matters in connection with 
the formation of Linguistic Provinces with reference 
to Andhra, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu 
end Gujrat. The Committee submitted its unanimous report 


cn 10 December, 1948 which was released to the press 


on 13 December, 1948. 


The report received much adverse criticism both 
in the press and by the public who were agitating for 
years for their own provinces. Following this serious 
criticism against the Dar Committees' recommendations, 
the Congress appointed at its Jaipur session a committee 
consisting of Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhabha1 Patel and 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya (J.V.P.)* to examine the matter 


once again. The J.V.P. Committee recommended the formation 


‘1. S.K.Dar, a retired judge of the Allahabad High court was 
the Chairman and Dr.Pannalal I.C.S. (Retd.) and Jagat 
Narayan Lal (Member of the Constituent Assembly) 
were the members. 


2. The Report took its name from the initial letters, of 
the three gentle men viz., Jawaharlal, Vallabhabhai and 
Pattabhi who constituted this committee. 
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of a separate Andhra State with undisputed Telugu areas. + 7/ 
It advised Andhras to give up their claim over the city 
of Madras. This‘“was resented to by the Andhras as they 
were claiming the Madras city as part of Andhra on histori- 
cal, political, economic and social grounds. 


‘4 


\ 


2 that the 


The proposal of the J.V.P. Committee 
Andhras should abandon all their claims to the Madras 
city outraged the Andhra sentiments. Further , the non- 
realization of the Andhra Province inspite of agitation 
extending over 36 years and particualrly after the approval 
given to such a formation by the Prime Minister in the 
Constituent Assembly in November 1947, naturally caused 
frustration among the Andhras. > A deputation of Andhra 
region met the Prime Minister and the Congress Working 
Committee on 20 and 23 August, 1949 respectively and 


presented memoranda for early formation of the Andhra 


Province.“ 


The Government of India accepting the J.V.P. Committee 


Report advised the Madras Government to take steps for 


Swatantra, vol.IV, No.44, 10 December, 1949, Editorial. 
. The Hindu, 26 August, 1949. 
. Ibid. 
. Ibid. 


EF wn 


137 


the creation of Andhra Province. In pursuance of this, 
the Madras Cabinet in its ‘meeting held on 7 December, 
1949 presided over by P.S.Kumaraswamy Raja, the Premier 
appointed the Partition Council consisting of the Premier 
as Chairman, M.Bhaktavatsalam, K.Madhava Menon, T.T.Krishna-— 
machari, B.Gopala Reddy, N.Sanjyeeva Reddy, T, Prakasam 
and Kala Venkatarao as members. The Council had been 
asked to discuss division of assets and liabilities, 
the position and administrative arrangements in respect 
of six taluks in the Bellary district in relation to 


1 Two sub-committees of officers 


the proposed new province. 
were constituted to assist the Partition Council with 
expert advice and to draw up detailed proposals on matters 


relating to finance, establishment and services.* 


The Committee published its report on 4 January, 
1950. All the members expressed unanimous consent except 


Prakasam. Prakasam submitted a separate report. 


1. The Hindu., vol. LXXIII, No.288, 10 December, 1949. 


2. The Finance sub-committee was constituted wath T.N.S. 
Raghavan, S.Venkateswaran, O.Pulla Reddy, Home Secretry, 


V.K.Rao, Deputy Secretary, Revenue Department and 
the Accountant-General, Madras. The Establishment 
and Services sub-Committee was constituted with 
K.RamuniMenon, Chief Secretary, S.Venkateswaran and 


O.Pulla Reddy. 
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The main points accepted by all ‘the members of 


the Committee except Prakasam were the following:-— 


1. The formation of Andhra Province should be completed 
before 26 January, 1950 with 11 districts of Circar 
and Rayalaseema areas and 3 taluks of Bellary district. 
The Andhra and Madras Governments should settle all 


their border disputes through peaceful talks. 


2. Madras Government should give one crore of rupees 


as renunciation fo? all offices kept 1n Madras to Andhra. 


3. Andhra would have a cash of ten crores exchanging 


its debts. 


4, Madras should not be the capital of Andhra even 
temporarily. Before 26 January, 1950 Andhras- should 


go to their own capital. 


5. The place where High Court should be established 
should be left to Andhra leaders for ultimate decision. 
A High Court consisting of seven judges should be formed 


separately for Andhra. 
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But Prakdsan™made the following suggestions: ~- 


1. Madras should be the temporary capital of Andhra 
until all arrangements for the capital of Andhra were 


completed. 


2. The value of the buildings that were in Madras 
should not be partitioned between the two provinces 
until 1t was decided whether Madras should be included 
in Tamilnadu or as a Territory administered by a Chief 
commissioner. 

\ 


3. Andhra should be given more than ten crores 


additionally. ‘ 


4. There should be no rule that non-Andhras' be 


given employment in Andhra. 


However, i1t was agreed that the Andhra Province 
should be formed on or before 26 January, 1950, when 
the new Constitution would come intoforce. The Madras 
Cabinet which accepted the Partition Committee's Report 
felt that 26 January, 1950 was too early a date and 


therefore suggested that the new Province could come 
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into existence from April, 1950.+ Finally, the Government 
of India when it came to know that the Report of the 
Committee Was nat unanimous and it was endorsed by seven 
members of the Committee while T.Prakasam had given 
a separate  peport 7 contrary to its promise to refer 
the case of any difference of opinion in the committee 
to a Boundary Commission, it (the Government of India) 
choose to defer the whole issue. 2 Consequently the Government 
of India informed the Madras Government , that 1t was 
impossible to form Andhra State before 26 January, 1950. 
The Government of India again shelved the matter on 


account of sharp differences of opinion expressed by 


Prakasam and other Members of the Committee. 


A when the Linguistic Provinces Commission! visited 
Madras, the attitude of Rayalaseema towards the demand 


for Andhra Province was aindicated by several memoranda 


1. Narayana Rao, K.V., The Emergence of Andhra Pradesh, 
Op.Cit., p.212. 


The Indian Express, 25 December, 1949. 
Ibid. 


4. The Linguistic Commission's Session was presided over 
by S.K.Dar, its Chairman, 
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submitted to the Commission. The memorandum from _ the 
representatives" of Adona and Bellary indicated that 
the "neutral zone", east of the Sandur Hillis, which 
ancluded Adoni, Alur, Bellary, Rayadurga, Siruguppa 
and part of Hospet Taluk including Sandur State be declared 


as part of the Andhra Province. In their oral evidence, 


they said that they did not want a separate Rayalaseema.* y, 


The other memorandum submitted by N.Sanjeeva Reddy, 
the President of the Rayalaseema Conference and 19 other 
Rayalaseema legislators felt that the division of India 
aintolingistic provinces would do more to injure’ the 
cause of ours unity than strengthen 1t if it was to take 
place before the Kashmir, and more particularly the 
Hyderabd problem was solved. They further submitted 
that if and when the new Andhra Province was formed, 
they requested the Commission to take note of the existence 


of the 'Sri Bagh Pact' to incorporate it into a statute. 


? 


1. G.D.Govindadas, M.L.A., H.Venkateswara Rao, Secretary 


District Congress Committee, Adoni., K.C.Thimma Reddy, 
Secretary, District Andhra Sangham and A.Venkata Reddy, 
Member, Andhra Provincial Congress gave evidence 


on behaf of the Bellary Dastrict Congress Committee and 
the District Andhra sangham, Bellary. 


2. The Hindu, vol.LXXII, No.213, 10 September, 1948. 
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Otherwise injustice done to Rayalaseema would be perPetuated 
and the people of that area would be forced to resist 


the formation of an Andhra Province. = 


“Ng, 
™~ ON 


The Andhra Provincial Congress Committee under 
the Chairmanship of N.G.Ranga submitted a memorandum 
to the Linguistic Provinces Commission on 10 September, 
1948. It stated that "if the formation of Andhra Province 
was now to be postponed or abandoned for any reason 
it would administer a rude shock to the _Andhras. They 
might develop a cynical pessimism. The ppewtage of the 
democratic institutions might sink dangerously low. 
The discontent generated by this experience might burst 
out in ugly unforeseen ways". Ragarding the claim to 
the Madras city, the memorandum said that hastorically 
speaking, i1t was the Andhras that laid the foundation 
of Madras and contributed to its growth and development. 
The pre-eminence of Madras as a commercial “eenene was 
due to the enterprising spirit of the Andhras in earlier 
times and ait had been until recently an out and out 


Andhra city. Among the South Indian popultion of modern 


Madras, Andhras predominate in the field of commerce.* 


1. The Hindu, vol.LXXII, No.213, 10 September, 1948. 
2. Ibid., vol. LXXII, No.214, 11 September, 1948. 
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The Andhra Mahasabha Conference held at Guntur 
in January 1951, presided over by G.Harisarvothama Rao 
felt that a sense of frustration and hopelessness seemed 
to hang on all Andhras and therefore the president exhorted 
the Andhras, that they must not lose courage and they 
should rally under the banner of Andhra Mahasabha and 
‘launch more vigorously their purposeful campaign for 
the early fulfilment of their wish. * To attain the ultimate 
objyective of Vidalandhra inclusive of Telangana district 
of the Hyderabad State, the President gave the following 


tentative programme for action: 


1. Accepting the J.V.P.report and settling by mutual 
adjustment with the Tamil brethern and then requesting 
the Government of India to set anto motion the formation 


of Andhra Province. 


2. Submisston of petitions to the Government of 
India from every Andhra village. These petitions had 


to be sent from all Telugu villages not only in the 


Madras State but also from Hyderabad State. 


1. The Hindu., vol.LVI, No.2, 14 January, 1951. 
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3. All the Andhra members in all the Legislatures 
of the country should speak in their respective legislatures 


only in Telugu for three months. 


4, If, within these three months, the Government 
of India did not take action to form an Andhra Province, 
all the Andhra members in all the legislatures should 


resign their seats. 


5. If these measures did not sufficiently influence, 
1t might become necessary to support only such candidates 
to all tJlegislatures who would stand by the immediate 
redistribution of the provinces on linguistic basis. ! 

Unfortunately this was the last session of the 
Andhra Mahasabha and afterwords the Mahasabha completely 


lost its identity. 


However -~the. opposition of the Rayalaseema Mahasabha 
to the formation of Andhra Province continued. The Working 
Committee of the Rayalaseema Mahasabha at its meeting 


held on 7 August, 1951 viewed with grave concern the 


1. The Hindu, vol.LVI, No.2, 14 January, 1951. 


i 


~~ 
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renewed attempts made for the formation of the Andhra 
Province. The Committee resolved that in the absence 
of a settlement of outstanding differences and unresolved 
questions on all matters, there was no need at all to 
take necessary steps in this direction as prescribed 
by the Constitution, including the appointment of a 


1 
boundary commission. 


These developments greatly disillusioned the Andhras. 
The whole of Andhra was in a frustrated mood. Swam1 
Sitaram? appealed to the Government of India and the 
Government of Madras through his several letters demanding 
the formation of the Andhra Province. He addressed a 
letters on 16 June, 1951 to the Government of Madras, 
the President of India, the Prime Minister and other 
leaders seeking an assurance toform the Andhra State 


before 15 August, 1951. Failing to receive any reply 


The Hindu, vol.LXXV, No.186, 8 August, 1951. 


The original name of Swami Sitaram was G.Sitarama 
Sastry. He was a close associate of Konda Venkatappayya 
and continued to work for the creation of Andhra 
Province after the death of Konda Venkatappayya on 
15 August, 1949. 


Government’ of\Madras, G.O.Ms.No.2744, Public Department, 
26 October, 1951. 


ty 


\ 
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or assurance from any quarter,he begin a fast untodeath 
from 16 August, 1951, and it was followed by others from 
21 August. * After a week, on 24 August, Kumaraswamy 
Raja, the Chief Manister of Madras wrote a letter to 
Swami Sitaram expressing his deep concern about the 
continuation of his fast. He further said that early 
realisation of a separate State for the Andhras depended 
more upon unity in the ranks of the Andhra leaders them- 
selves on some vital questions relating to the issue 
and advised him to give uphis fast.° Prime Minister 
Nehru sent a telegram to the Chief Minister of Madras 
on 7 Septembér, “1951 asking him to convey to Swami Sitaram 
that he should give up his fast unconditionally. 3 Later 
Swami Sitaram and his party consisting of 25 persons 
broke their fast on 20 September, 1951 after 35 days 
of fasting on the appeal made by Vinobhabhave who, in 
his correspondence with the President Rajendra Prasad 
and the Prime Minister Nehru regarding , the formation 


of Andhra State, had found them to be favourable and 


1. In support of Swami Sitaram, Sampatkumar, R.K.Ramalinga 
Reddy, Tarugula Maddulati, Tummala Basayya, Neti 
Chalapati, Smt. Tummala Durgamba resorted to fasting from 
21 August, 1951. 


The Hindu, vol.LXXV, No.208, 4 September, 1951. 
Ibid., No.211, 8 September, 1951. 
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were about to take necessary action in the matter. 
é 


Swami Sitaram received a letter on 3 October, 1951 
from Nehru which was dated 29 September, 1951 informing 
him that aif the matters relating to the creation of 
the Andhra State and the differences arising out of 
1t could be decided by a broad agreement, the Government 
would be prepared to make a statement. 

x 

Swami Sitaram sent a telegram to the Prime Minister 
on 11 December, 1951, praying for an early declaration 
of the Government's policy regarding the creation 
of the Andhra State, the date of inauguration and the 
personnel of the Arbitration Committee and the Boundary 
Commission. Further he pleaded for an immediate announce- 
ment of the same which would create a favourable 


atmosphere in the Andhra region.* 


/ me Provinczal elections were due in January, 1952.\, 


But the election manifesto of the Congress did not give 


~ Minty, 


any reference to the Andhra Province. Therefore, Swami 


1. The Hindu, vol. LXXV, No.232, 4 October, 1951. 
2. Ibid., vol.LXXV, No.289, 12 December, 1951. 
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Sitaram wrote to Jawaharlal Nehru to declare the policy 
of the: Government about the Andhra Province. - As there 
was no assurance or reply, Swami Sitaram appealed to 
all the concerned to impress upon Nehru on the urgency 
and need for an Andhra Province. When asked about’ the 
Andhra Province during his election tour 1n_ Andhra, 
Nehru merely stated that i1t depended upon the Andhras 
themselves. X The Communists and Jleaders i11ike Prakasam 
and Ranga made the issue of Andhra Province a prominent 
challenge in their election campaigns. The Communists 
charged the Andhra Ministers with selfishness and lack 
of interest for state issues. NX 


a 


AThe Congress suffered a crushing defeat in Andhra 


securing only 43 seats out of a total of 145.s; Leading 
congress leaders, like Kala Venkata Rao, B.Gopala Reddy, 
N.Sanjeeva Reddy were all defeated. The party-wise position 
in the Andhra districts was: Congress 43, Communists.41, 
Praja Party 20, Krishik Lokparty 15, Socialists 7, Others 1 


and Independents 18, totaling 145.3 


The Hindu, 17 December, 1951. ; 


r 
2. Narayana Rao, K.V, The Emergence of Andhra Pradesh, 
Op.Cit., p.241. 


3. Ibid., p.24#2. 
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As there was no sign of creating the Andhra Province, 
the conference of Andhra Rashtra Sthapana Satyagraha Sangh 
held at Vijayawada on 9 January, 1952 decided to start 
satyagraha on 12 £February, 1952 for the achievement 
of the Andhra State. The meeting was presided over by 
il 


Swami Sitaram. 


NS van 
~ NN 


Again there was a gap and time was passing. But 
no action was taken for the establishment of the Andhra 
State. As nc step was taken in this direction Swami 
Sitaram once again inaugarated a Satyagraha camp on 
ho June, 1952 at Bhimavaram.* Thus he kept the issue 
alive making every one think about the issue of the 


i 
province even if one did not agree with his method. 


The Conference of all the political parties held 
under the auspices of the Andhra Mahasabha on 27 July, 
1952 at Madras emphasised the keenness of the feeling 
of the legislators for a speedy achievement of the Andhra 


c 


1. The Hindu, vol.LXXVI, No.10, 11 January, 1952. 
2. Ibid., vol. LXXVI, No.131, 5 June, 1952. 
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t 


Province. It was resolved to appoint a sub~committee- 


to iron out different points of view among the Andhra 


leaders.” 


, 


an Sreeramulu was a sincere and humble follower 
of Mahatma Gandhi. He was known for hs constructive 
work. In a letter dated 15 September, 1952 from Nellore 
addressed to one of his Advocate friend at Madras, sreeramulu 
stated that "it 1s not easy to change the minds of those 
1n power and no sacrifice will be too great to make 
Nehru look at the question of Andhra Province dispassiona-— 
tely". He further felt that "unless those in authority 
change their out look, the present unrest among. the 
Telugus and Tamiis willnot end". Sreeramulu met Swami 
Sitaram on 30 September, 1952 and showed a manifesto 
prepared by him for achieving the Andhra Province. Swami 


Sitaram congratulated Sreeramulu on his determination. 3 


1. The sub-committee consisted of G.Harisarvothama Rao, 
(Chairman), D.Venkata Rao (Cong), M.Venkata Subba Reddy 
(Soctalist), M.Siddanna Goud (Cong), T.NagiReddy(Com), 
V.gopala Krishnayya (Ind), K.V.Rameshan  (KLP) and 
P.Suryachandra Rao(KMP) and the Kumara Rajah of Vuyyur 
(Members). M.Gopala Krishnayya was the convener. 


2. The Hindu, vol.LXXVI, No.176, 28 July, 1952. 


3. History of* Andhra Movement, vol.II, Op.Cit., p.502. 
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ba! wy 
Sreeramulu, while declaring his fast untodeath said 
that he was forced to enter politics on his own initiative, 


1 
in a constructive way and for constructive work. / 


ase there was no immediate solution to the problem 

of the Andhra Province, in order to focus ,the attention 
on this important issue Potti Sreeramulu, started his 
historic fast unto death on 19 October, 1952 at the 
residence of the Andhra leader, Bulusu Samba Murty at 
Madras for achieving the Andhra State. He demanded the 
formation of the Andhra State immediately with all the 
undisputed areas. 

After 19 days of Sreeramulu's fast the Andhra Provincial 
Congress Committee adopted a resolution on 6 November, 
1952 toplace before its Working Committee the question 


of the formation of an Andhra State. The 


History of Andhra Movement, vol.II, Op.Cit., p.504. 


2. The Hindu, vol.LXXVI, No.259, 7 November, 1952. 
N.Sanjeeva Reddy, President of the A.P.C.C, presided. 
Among those present were the five Andhra Ministers: 
Dr.M.V.Krishna Rao, S.B.P.Pattabhi Rama Rao, N.Ranga 
Reddy, N.Shankara Reddy and D.sanjeevayya. Kala Venkata 
Rao, B.Gopala Reddy, M.pallam Raju, K.Chandra Mouli, 
Presidents and Secretaries of the District Congress 
Committees of Andhra Districts and Andhra Members of 
the Legislature. 
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Committee claimed that the city of Madras should be 
~ y 


made into a separate province and the Andhra State formed 


without further delay. 


When Sreeramulu's condition became worse after 
HQ days of fasting, a deep gloom was cast all over Andhra. 
An all party conference was held at Madras under the 
presidentship of T.Prakasam at which a aeevat sen was 
passed urging the formation of Andhra State with undisputed 
areas and the conversion of Madras city into a Chief 
Commissioner's Province. An adjournment motion on Pott1 
Sreeramulu's fast was moved in the House of the people 
in New Delhi, but it was ruled out of order. About fifty 
members belonging to various non-Congress parties walked 


’ 


out of the House. 


Prime Minister Nehru, while making ae statement 
on 9 December, 1952 in the Council of States on a motion 
on Pott1 Sreeramulu's fast untodeath for the immediate 
formation of the Andhra State, said that he was perfectly 
prepared to go ahead with regard to the formation of 
an, Andhra State taking such steps as might be necessary, 
provided it was on the basis of the principles laid 


down ian the J.V.P. report. 


1 The Handu, vol. EXXVI, No.287, 10 December, 1952. 
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The death of Potti Sreeramulu on 15 December, 1952 
after fasting for 58 days created a new atmosphere in 
the Andhra region. There was turmoil and unrest throughout 
region. Tennet1 Viswanadham, Member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Madras resigned his membership on 16 December, 
1952 followed by P.Sitaramayya, Member of the Legislative 
Council of the Mazdoor Praja Party and several other 
M.L.A.s followed suit, owing to the continued indifference 
and callousness of the union Government and of the Madras 
Government towards the just aspirations of the Andhras.s/ 

(A Bartals were observed in several towns. ,The people of 
Andhra burst out in anger and the whole of Andhra reached 
the boiling point. There were police firings at several 
places resulting in the loss of several lives, injured 


many and causing immense damage to property. 


Jawaharlal Nehru in an answer to a short notice 
question by K.Raghuramaiah announced in the House of 
the People on 19 December, 1952 that "in furtherance 
of the statement made by him in the Council of States 


on 9 December, 1952 and in terms of that statement, 


1. The Hindu, vol.LXXVI, No.293, 17 December, 1952 and also 
vol. LVII, No.51, 21 December, 1952. 
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the Government of India have decided to establish an 
Andhra State consisting of the Telugu speaking areas 
of the Madras Presidency without Madras city and antend 
to take early steps ain accordance wath Article 3 of 
the Constitution of India". Further, i1t was announced 
that the Government were appointing Justice K.N.Wanchoo2 
to consider and™report on the financial and other implica- 


tions involved in the creation of the Andhra State.* 


The Memorandum of the Communist party submitted 
to Justice Wanchoo declared that the Andhra people wanted 
a full fledged State with its own separate Governor, 
High Court and Joint Public Service Commission and not 


a mutilated sub state with a Joint Governor and Joint 


3! 
High Court etc. 


A Justice Wanchoo submitted his Report on 7 February, 


1953. Prime Minister Nehru, while placing the Report 


1. Justice K.N.Wanchoo was then the Chief Justice of the 
Rajasthan High Court. 5 


The Hindu, vol.LXXVII, No.296, 20 December, 1952. 


Communist Party's Memorandum to Justice Wanchoo, 
Visalandhra Publishing House, Vijayawada, 14 January, 
1953. The signatories tothis Memorandum were T.Nagi 
Reddy, M.L.A., Chandra Rajeswara Rao, Pillalamarri, 
M.L.A., Y.Eswara Reddy, Y.V.Krishna Rao. 
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of Wanchoo on the table of the House of People on 25 
March, 1953 stated that the basic considerations which 


had to be kept in view were:\, f 


A 


it should consist of the undisputed Telugu-speaking 


1. That an Andhra State had to be established and 


11 districts of the Madras Presidency viz., 1)Srikakulam 
2) Visakhapatnam 3) Bast-Godavar1 4)West-Godavari 5) 
Krishna 6) Guntur 7) Nellore 8)Kurnool 9) #£=Anantapur 
10) Cuddapah and 11) GHaet OCR a P 
ae 
2. A Boundary Commission might have to be appointed 
to determine the exact boundaries of the Andhra State 


some time after the establishment of the Andhra State. 


3. The capital of the Andhra State had to be in 
the territory of the new State. The site of the capital 
should be determined by the Andhra people themselves 


through their Legislative Assembly. 


4, It was desirable that, right from the inauguration 
of the new State, 1t should have its political headquarters 


aun the State itself. 
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5. The new Andhra State would be inaugurated on 
belt 


1 October, 1953. 


6. ‘The Andhra Legislature, after the inauguration 
of the new State, should decide upon the location of 
the High Court within the territory of the new State. 
Tall such decision was taken, the Madras High Court 
would continue to function also as the ‘Wagh Court of 
the Andhra State. 

7. The Legislature of the Andhra State would consist 
of one Chamber’ only viz. Legislative Assembly and there 


N 


would be no second Chamber. 


8. The members elected to the Madras’ Legislaive 
Assembly from the areas which would form part of the 
new Andhra State should constitute, to begin with, the 
new Andhra Stete Legislative Assembly. 

9. The question of services and the financial implica- 


tions of the formation of the Andhra State would be 


considered separately later: 
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10. Legislation to give effect to the decision 
to form an Andhra State would be undertaken during the 


1 
next session of Parliament. ‘ 


On 15th March, 1953, Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy was 
elected unanimously as the leader of the Congress Parliamen- 
tary Party. Later on 25th March, 1953 Nehru declared 
in the Parliament the formation of the Andhra State. 


~ 4 


The main points of the announcement were: 


1. The Andhra State would come into existence on 


ist October, 1953. 


2. Temporary capital of Andhra should be in Andhra 
area. But some offices might still Sentane to be in 
Madras city for sometime. Andhra legislatures would 
have to decide upon the Andhra capital. This decision 


should be made before Ist July, 1953. 


3. The Madras High Court would continue to operate 
over Andhra also until the decision was taken as to where 


f 


Andhra High Court should be established. 


1. The Hindu, vol. LXXVII, No.71, 26 March, 1953. 
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f 4, In this new Andhra State the District Courts 
at Srikakulam, Visakhapatnam, East and West-Godavari, 
Krishna, Guntur, Kurnool, Anantapur, cuddapah, Chittoor 
and Nellore and the Bellary Dastrict Court for Adoni, 


Aluru and Rayadurga Taluks would function, 


5. Siriguppa, Hospet, Sandur, Harpanahalli, Hadagali 
Taluks would be added to Mysore. The Bellary taluk would 


be added later on. 


6. For settling the borders of the Andhra State 
a Border Settlement Committee or Committees would settle 
the borders that were on the edges of Mysore and Madras 


after Cain ere 


7. Andhra State would have no Legislative Council. 
Andhra Assembly would be formed with Members that were 


in the Madras Assembly in 1953. 


A On the question of deciding the future of Bellary, 
aoe Central Gcvernment appointed the Chief Justice Misra 
of Hyderabad. He investigated the matter from ist to 
15th May, 1953 and submitted his report. This report 
was accepted by the Central Government as 1t was. Accordingly 


Bellary was merged with Mysore. 
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The Executive Committee of the Andhra Provincial 
Congress Committee met at Vijayawada on 1 April, 1953 
and passed a resolution welcoming the decision of the 
Union Government to form an Andhra State on 1 October, 
1953. The Committee, however, expressed its keen sense 
of disappointment at the decision of the Government 
of India that even the temporary capital was not to 
be located in Madras city which was in contravention 
of the considered recommendation of Justice Wanchoo. 
The Committee further felt that the continuation of 
the Andhra State under the jurisdication of the High 
Court of the residuary Madras State was not in the interest 
of the Andhras and resolved that a separate High Court 
for the Andhra State should be established in some place 
in the Andhra State itself even from the commencement 
cf the new State and requested the Union Government 


to modify its decision. 


The Andhra Members of the Madras legislative Assembly 
were asked by the Central Government to name the capital 
for the Andhra State. Accordingly, the Speaker of the 
Madras Assembly convened Andhra Assembly Members’ on 


1 June, 1953 to decide upon the location of the capital. 


1. The Wandu, vol.LXxvT1, No.77, 2 April, 1953. 
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It was presided over by T.Prakasam. As the Sri Bagh 
Pact came up for discussion, there was difference 
of opinion among the Members. While the Members of the 
Praja Socialist Party and Krushikar Lok Party argued for 
Kurnool, the Communists proposed Guntur pr Vijayawada. 
When voting was taken in the night of 5 June, 79 members 
voted for Kurnool, 53 members voted for Vijayawada. 
T.Prakasam did not vote and six members did not attend. 
In this way after debating at lenght, they decided 


Kurnool for locating the capital by a majority of 26 votes, 


The Madras Assembly discussed the Andhra Formation 
Act from 14th to 27th of July, 1953 and passed it. The 
same was discussed and passed in the Council on 20th 
of July. The Andhra State Bill was introduced in the 
Lok Sabha on 10th August, 1953 and it was passed on 26th 
August. The same was introduced in the Rajya Sabha on 
31st August and was passed on 12th of September, 1953. 
The President of India gave his assent to the Bill on 
14 September, 1953, thus completing the legal formalities 


for the creation of the Andhra State. 


A C.M.Trived1 was appointed by the Government of 
India as the Special Officer to complete all the arrange- 


ments for inauguration of the new Andhra State on 1st 
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October, 1953. He was assisted by a Partition Committee 
consisting of officials and non-officials- Tenneti 
Viswanadhan, N.Sanjeeva Reddy, and G.Latchanna were 
the Non-Official members of the committee. They completed 
the arrangements and a1l‘formalities before the sct 


date. 


Jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime Minister inaugurated 
the first linguistic Andhra State, Yon 1 October, 1953 
at Kurnool. Trivedi was appointed the Governor of Andhra 
State on the same day. The Chief Justice of Madras, 
Rajamannar administered the oath of office to the Governor. 
The first Manistry of Andhra State with Andhra Kesari 
T.Prakasam as, Chief Minister and N.Sanjeeva Reddy as 
Deputy Chief Minister were sworn in along with Cuddapah 
Koti Reddy, T. Viswanadham and D.Sanjeeviah as Ministers. 
Later on 5 October, 1953 Bulusu Prabhakara Rao, Pattabhi 
Rama Rao and Timma Reddy took the oath of office as 


Ministers. 
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ANDHRA MOVEMENT IN TELANGANA 


SECTION-1: CERTAIN RELEVANT FACTS OF TELANGANA 


} 
After the emergence and consolidation of the British 


administration in the Northern Circars and Ceded Districts, 
Telangana Districts continued to be under the administration 


of the Nizam of Hyderabad as part of the Hyderabad state. 


The area of Nizam's Dominions also known as Hyderabad 
State was about 2,14,193 square kilometres. Its population 
according to 1911 Census Report was 13,374,676. The 
Telangana division consisting of Adilabad, Hyderabad, 
Karimnagar, Khamman, Mahabubnagar, Medak, Nalgonda, 
Nizamabad, Warangal covered an area of 1,27,739 square 


kilometers with a population of 6,724,964. 


According to the 1911 Census Report the distribution 
of the population in Hyderabad State on the basis of 
religion was as follows: 

Hindus 1,19,11,868 Christians 54,296 


Mohammedeéns 13,80,990 Jains 21,026 


1. See Chapter I. 
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The four principal languages of the State were 
Urdu, Telugu, Marathi and Kannada. Urdu was the official 
language. The preakup of the people who spoke these 

“ y 


languages was as follows. : 


Telugu 63,67,578 
Marathi 34,98,758 
Kannada 16 ,80,005 


Urdu 13,41,622 


Even though the Telugu speaking pedple were more 
than half of the population, their development and freedom 
were fettered in ever way. Telugu which was the language 
of the majority of the people was neglected. Urdu, spoken 
by a minority of the population was made compulsory 
in the educational institutions. The language of the 
ruling community was made too prominent in Government 


: Telugu did not receive sufficient attention 


schools. 
which it rightly deserved. Even the Osmania University 
which came in to existence on 28 August, 1919 adopted 
Urdu as the medium of anstruction. The proportion of 


laterates per one thousand during the years 1881-1931, 


shown in the next page makes an interesting study. 


1. John Law, Modern Hyderabad (Deccan), Thacker, Spink 
& Co., Calcutta, 1914, p.112. 
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Percentage of Literate Hindus and Muslims? 


Hindu Proportion of 
Year Population Literates literates per i000 
1881 8893181 264507 29.8 
1891 10315249 346475 33.7 
1901 9870839 250267 25.4 
1911 11606375 ~, 267041 23.0 
1921 =611565453 277056 26.0 
1931 12176727 405614 33.3 


Muslim Population 


Muslim Proportion 
Year Population Literates of literates 
per 1000 
1881 925929 45752 4g.4 
1891 1138666 70147 61.6 
1901 1555750 63110 54.6 
1911 1380990 81260 59.0 
1921 1298277 115522 89.0 
1931 15 34666 158859 103.5 


i“ 


1. Veerabhadra Rao,V, Hyderabad Hindus and their Struggle 
Goshti, vol.IX, No.8, Vyaya, Bhadrapadam, September 1946, 


p.93. 


165 


The Hindus were not allowed to exercise civil 
rights. Their position in the State Services reveal 
their negligible number and the state of affairs then 
prevailing in the Hyderabad State. The following figures 


from the State Services as in 1931 substantiate thas 


point. 
The Position of Gazetted Officers 

Department Hindus Muslims Others Total 
Executive Council 1 11 1 13 
Secretariat 16 54 5 75 
Finance 15 26 3 Hy 
Revenue 20 196 6 222 
Judicial 12 136 1 149 
Police & Jail 13 Te) 5 58 
Education a RY 183 33 269 
Medical 4s At 24 110 
P.W.D. 34 62 11 107 
Mpscellaneous 4O 126 20 186 

Total 249 875 109 1233 


we 


1. Goshti, vol.IX, No.8, September 1946, p.91. 
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The detazls of the cost of these services were 


given as follows: 


- Rs. 
1. Muslim Services (per Annum) 84,91,740 
2. Hindus 14,89 ,404 
3. Others 11,97,648 


In spite of these several unfavourable conditions 
the Hindus in general and the Andhras in particular 
were trying to keep up their identity and culture 
through various organisations. The growth of democratic 
movements in British Andhra influenced the Andhra 


people of Telangana to a great extent. 


~ 


1. Gosht1, vol. IX, No.8, September 1946, p.93. 
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SECTION-2: ORIGIN, AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE MOVEMENT 


In the first decade of the present century, the 
Library Movement in Telangana was popularised wath 
the active association of Kommarraju Venkata Lakshmana 
Rao, Ravichettu Ranga Rao and the Rajah of Munagala. 
The Krishnadevaraya Andhra Bhasha Nilayamu, the first 
library, was founded in Hyderabad in 1901, soon followed 
by Sree Raja Raja Narendra Andhra Bhasha Nilayam at 
Hanumakonda in 1904. Kommarraju Venkata Lakshmana 
Rao started in 1906 the publication of the Vijnana 
Chandrika Series an Telugu with the help of the Rajah of 
Munagala and brought modern knowledge tothe Telugu readers 
which was not so easily available before. Consequently 
more and more libraries were established and one such 


chief Library was the Shabdanusasana Grandhalayamu 


which was started at Warangal in 1913.2 


_~ 


With this there was a great consciousness among 
the Andhras of: the Hyderabad State about the happenings 


with in the State and in the British India around then. 


1. History of Andhra Movement, vol.I.0p.Cit., pp.123-124. 


168 


In Hyderabad State there was an association to 
bring about social reforms. It met periodically. The 
Nizam State Social Reforms Conference was held in 
Hyderabad on i1 November, 1921. It was presided over 
by Maharshi Karve from Bombay. The proceedings of 
the Confrrence were conducted in English, Urdu and 
Marathi. Alampalii Venkata Rama Rao, a Telugu lawyer 
wanted to move a resolution in Telugu. He was not 
allowed and hooted down by the audience, particularly 
the Maharashtrians. When this happened particularly 
in the Hyderabad city where Telugu was the language 
of the majority of the people 1t was considered as 
a great insult by those Telugu members who were present 


at the meeting and they walked out of it. 


Realising the need for an association of their 


own to express their views on the very night of 12 


November, 1921 the Andhra Jana Sangham was formed 
initially with 12 members, selecting Tekumal Ranga 
Rao as Secretary. Madapat1 Hanumanta Rao, Burgula 


Ramakrishna Rao, Adiraju Veerabhadra Rao were prominent 
among them. The membership rose considerably within 


a short period and its first meeting was held at Hyderabad 
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under the Presidentship of Konda Venkata Ranga Reddy 
on the 14 February, 1922. At this meeting the name 
of the Andhra ‘tan Sangh was changed to that of the 
Nizam's State Andhra Jana Sangh and Madapati Hanuntha 
Rao was chosen as the Secretary. From that time onwards 
Madapat1i Hanumantha Rao proved to be the guiding spirit 
of the movement for the social and cultural upliftment 
of the Telangana people. This was the beginning of 


the Andhra movement in the Hyderabad State. ?! 


The aims and objectives of the Andhra Jana Sangh were: 
(1) The association was to be called Nizam Rashtra 


Andhra Jana Sangham. 


(2) The aims and objectives of the dadssociation 
were to work for the progress of the Andhras in various 


walks of life. 


(3) The above mentioned objectives were to be 
achieved by forming new associations, helping the 
existing ones and by convening public meetings and 


other allied activities. 


1. Sarojini Regani, Highlights of the Freedom Movement In 
Andhra pradesh, Op.Cit., p.178. 
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(4) Every Andhra of the State whose age was not 
less than eighteen and who could read and write could 


become a member of this Association. 


These aims and objecties were further expanded 


as follows: 


1. To establish libraries and reading rooms 
2. To help and encourage students 
. To accord respect to scholars 
~ % 


3 
4, To collect manuscripts and conduct research 
5 


. To spread knowledge through hand-billis, booklets 
and public speeches 


6. To propagate Telugu 
7. To encourage fine arts and physical culture 


8. To help the helpless= 


f 
For coordinating the work of this Sanghan, a 
central body called the Andhra Jana Kendra Sangham 


was formed. Its first meeting was held at Hanumaknoda 


1. Ramesan, MN, (Ed.), The Freedom Struggle in Hyderabad, 
vol.IV (1921-1947), The Andhra Pradesh State Committee 


appointed for the compilation of a History of the 
Freedom struggle in Andhra Pradesh, Government 
Central press, Hyderabad, 1966, pp.43-44. , 


171 


on 1 April, 1924. A constitution for the Kendra Sangham 
was adopted in a meetin at Hyderabad on 27 April, 


1924,+ 


The Andhra Jana Sangh established Telugu libraries, 
private schools and encouraged Telugu scholars’ to 
collect inscriptions and write books on history and 
culture of Andhras. It also published booklets) and 
pamphlets on burning issues like exploitation of merchants, 
Vetti, Nazarana etc. and engaged persons to spread 
the aims and objectives of the Andhra Jana Sangh among 


people. * 


A research society by name Andhra Paraishodhaka 
Mandal1 was established on 22 February, 1922. By this 
time the library Movement started by the Andhra Jana 
Sangh had gained momentum ane several new libraries 
were established. ‘The first Library Conference was 


} 


1. The Freedom struggle in Hyderabad, vol.IV, Op.Cit., 
p.44. 


2. Highlights of the Freedom Movement in Andhra Pradesh, 
Op.Cit., p.178. 
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held on 22 February, 1925 at Madhira in Warangal district 


under the presidentship of Pingali Venkata Rama Reddy.+ 


The Nizam's Government on realising the popularity 
of this Movement tried to close down the libraries 
on the pretext that prior permission was not obtained 
for starting the libraries. The Government prevented 
the Andhra Jana Sangh Conference proposed to be held 
at Suryapet in 1927 along with the Second ilaibrary 
Conference on the ground that prior permission of 
the Executive Council had not been obtained for holding 
such a conference. The Andhra Jana Sangh never enjoyed 
the goodwill of the Government which repeatedly denied 
permission “por* holding even purely educational and 


library meetings and conferences. 


The Andhra Jana Kendra Sangham took up the problems 
of exploitation of merchants by Government officials, 
the practice of Begar etc. and the sangham worked to 


create an awareness among the people. When;sthe Government 


1. Manikya Rao, Veldurti, Hastory of Freedom Movement in 
Hyderabad, Freedom fighters Association, Hyderabad, 
1984, p.120. Also Ranga Reddy, K.V. 


Sveeya Charitra, 
Hyderabad, 1967, p.43. 
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officials were on tour, the merchants had to. sell 
the commodities required by the officials at concessional 
pates or had’ to give them free. The Andhra Jana Sangham 
organised Associations of Merchants and the irregulari- 
ties were stopped. The officers were made to pay full 
prices for the commodities required by them. Therefore, 
the officers used to book the merchants under false 
charges like adulteration, use of unauthorised weights 
etc. In such circumstances, the Andhra Mahasabha vakils 
gave free legal services to such merchants. Since 
‘Andhra Mahasabha Vakils were safeguarding the interests 
of merchants, they latter came forward and established 
Merchants Organisations (Vartaka Sanghams) throughout 
Telangana and thus could prevent their exploitation 
to a greater extent. A booklet entitled Freedom of 
Merchants was published and circulated to all the 
merchants. Hence forth the merchants could assert 


their freedom with the help of Andhra Jana Sangh. 


There was a harmful practice of unpaid skillea - work 
called the Begar. The hereditary government officials, 
like patels, Patwaris, Deshmuks and Deshpandes were 
exercising the right to employ the skilled labour 


of craftsmen without paying anything to them. Though 
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' 


the Government stopped this eaceaee through a Firman 
on 20 March, 1923, these craftsmen had no relief. 
The Andhra Jana Kendra Sangham intervened and published 
a booklet in ‘Telugu explaining the contents of the 
Firman to all the affected craftsmen, which created 


an awareness among them. | 


For creating more awarencss and awakening among 
the people the Sangham published twelve booklets written 
exclusively for common villagers in easy style and 
priced at an anna each (equavaient to present 6 paise). 
These activities made the sangham popular among the 


masses. 


The second conference of the Andhra Jana Kendra 
Sangham was held on 21 March, 1924 at Nalgonda. The 
‘third Conference was held again at Madhira on 22 February, 
1925 along with the first Library Conference. After 
the Madhira Conference the Government did not permit 
such conferences being held. However the fourth conference 
was held at Suryapeta on 30 May, 1928 with great difficul- 


_ ty after obtaining the required permission. + The Andhra 


1. Hanumantha Rao, Madapati, Telangana  Andhrodyamamu, 
Srivani Press, Hyderabad, 1949. Part I, pp.1i8-41. 
Also Manikya Rao, Veldurti, Op.Cit., p.126. 
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Jana Sangham took up yet another cause of women's 
education from the year 1928. As a result a high school 
for girls célled the Andhra Balika High School was 


~ ON 


founded in 1928 at Hyderabad. 


The Andhra Jana Sangh from the year of its eatseyeene 
ment in 1921 till 1928 could conduct only four conferences. 
But it could achieve the expected results to a great 
extent an terms of its objectives in a short’ span 
of eight years. It faced successfully savenaa obstacles 
created by the Government. Its position grew as a 
popular organisation from year to year. As a result 
of the work of the Sangh, the Telugu people could 
work with dagnity and fearlessly. They could also 
assemble themselves anywhere in the Telangana. The 
various programmes of the Sangham like opening of 
1braries, reading rooms, schools, encouraging students 
in their studies, collecting source material for histori- 
cal research viz., palm leaf manuscripts, inscriptions, 
publication of low priced books, pamphlets propagation 
of Telugu language, had immense effect on the people 


of Telangana and in moulding the public opinion there. 
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SECTION-3: GROWTH OF THE MOVEMENT AND THE NATURE OF 


LEADERSHIP 


The year 1930 was a mile-stone in the history 
of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha as its first Conference 
took plce in that year and held annually in the following 
years. The Andhra Janasangh which was t111 then only 
a s0c1al organisation and non-political in character 
started discussing political issucs also. By this 
time the movement it started had gained momentun and 
spread rapidiy to all the cornors of Telangana. To 
meet the growing demand the first Nizam Andhra Conference 
was held at Jogipet on 3, 4 and 5 March, 1930 under 
the presidentship of Suravaram Pratapa Reddy, editor 
of the Golkonda Patrika. At this meeting the Andhra 
Janasangh was renamed as the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha. * 
At this conference a separate women's conference known 
as the Andhra Mahilasabha Conference was also held 
under the presidentship of Smt.Nadimpall1 Sundaramma. 


Holding the ~Mahilasabha Conference along wath the 


1. Hanumantha, Rao, Madapati, Telangana Andhrodhyamamu, 
Op.Cit., Part.II, pp.1-5, Manikya Rao  Veldurty, 
Op Cit., pp.168-169 also Sarojini Regani, Op.Cit., 
p.179. 


~~ 
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Nizam Andhra Mahasabha Conference was a regular feature 
till the year 1942. At the Nizam Andhra Conference 
held at Joginet several resolutions petatang to proper 
supply of dranking water to villages, exemption of 
customs duly on the export of hand-spun yarn and hand-spun 
cloth, recognition of Ayurvedic Doctors on pwr with 
Unani Hakims, introduction of election in municipalities 
etc. Other important resolutions passed at this Conference 
related to women's education and abolition of the 
purdah system. Tn this way’ the resolutions covered 
a wide range of subjects. The response of the people 
towards the Conference of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha 
was marked by great enthusiasm. 

As the first conference of Nizam Andhra Mahasabha 
was held in Medak district, it was decided to hold 
the second conference in another Telugu district so 
that it would spread farther the activities of the 
Mahasabha. With this background the second session 
of Andhra Mahasabha was held at Devarakonda in Nalgonda 
district from 3 to 5 March, 1931. It was presided 
over by Burgula Rama Krishna Rao, one of the founders 
of Mahasabha. Smt.T.Va*alakshmamma presided over’ the 


Mahila Mahasabha. On seeing the popularity of the 
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activities of the Mahasabha the Nizam Government, 
pursued a repressive attitude towards the Mahasabha. 
Therefore, the government insisted on a security deposit 
of Rs.2000-00 for not making political references 
in the Mahasabha sessions. It was said that in case 
of any reference was made to politics the deposit 
would be forefeited. Because of the hostile attitude 
of the government towards the Mahasabha the thrid 


session could not be held till 1934. 


The third session of the Mahasabha was held at 


Khammam, * 


four years after the Devarakonda session. 
The session was held in march 1934 which was presided 
over by pulijala Venkata Ranga Rao. The Mahila session 
was presided over by Smt.Yellapragada Sitakumar.l. 
The Mahasabha passed a resolution thanking the government 
for the reforms it introduced and for the remission 
of taxes 1t made to cultivators in areas where the 
crops had failed. Through another resolution it recommend- 


ed to the government to introduce Telugu language 


in the Munsif Courts and Registration Offices as was 


1. Khammam was a part of Warangal District in the 
year 1934. 
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the case in British Andhra. Through yet another resolution 
passed unanimously it was recommended that the religious-— 
cess collected by the merchants be used for: spreading 
education. Another significant feature of this session 
was the nomination of M.Koteswara Rao to frame a constitu- 
tion for the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha so that it could 


be approved in the next session. 


The next session of the Mahasabha was held in 
Sirisilla in the Karimnagar district presided over 
by Madapati Hanumantha Rao on 30 and 31 #£December, 
1935 and 1 January, 1936. The conference of the Mahila- 


sabha was presided over by Smt.Madapati Manikyamma. 


For setting up libraries, schools for children 
and centres of learning for adults, a one year plan 
was drawn up in this conference. Resolutions on prohibi- 
tion and eradication of illiteracy were adopted at 
this session. A resolution was passed urging the Govern- 
ment to ine lude Telugu knowing officers, while making 
“ appointments to highlevel key posts. For the improvement 
of the rail services, ‘a request was made to antroduce 
more number of trains “ running through Telangana area 
and also to maintain cleanliness in the third class 


compartments. : 
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The fifth session of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha 
was held at Shadnagar in Mahabubnagar district from 
15 to 17 December, 1936. This was presided over by 
Konda Venkata Ranga Reddy and the president of the 
Mahilasabha was Smt.Burgula Ananta Lakshmi Devi. As 


1 resolutions were passed in this session 


many as thrty 
of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha. Majority of them were 
the same old resolutions reiterating and inviting 
the attention of the Government towards their implementa- 
tion. One of the resolutions passed related to a request 


made to the Government to conduct an economic survey 


of Telangana area with the help of public representatives. 


The sixth conference of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha 
took place at Nizamabad from 6 to 8 December, 1937. 
It was presided over by Mandumula Narsinga Rao. As 
usual the Mahila Conference was also held along with 
the Mahasabha ~ conference which was presided over by 


Smt.Nandagiri Indira Devi. A special feature of this 


1. Manikya Rao, Veldurti, Op.Cit., pp.181-182. 
2. Hanumantha Rao, Madapati, vol.I, Op.Cit., pp. 335-336. 


wn, 
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Nizam Andhra Mahasabha Conference was’ the adoption 
of a political resolution for the first tame. 4 Through 
this resolution the Mahasabha urged the Nizam to make 
way for a representative Government, while expressing 
dissatisfaction with the non—-implementation of the 
oft repeated reforms.* By now, the Kannada and Marathi 
denne sectrons of the population formed their respec- 


Lave agsoclations and were striving for Obtaining 


Civil rights and representative Government. > 


The political struggle for the attainment of 
representative Government in Hyderabad was gaining 
ground and began to gather strength under’ the auspices 
of the Hyderabad State Congress. | The Hyderabad State 
Congress which was banned for a long time, determined 
to actively protest agninst the Government's repressive 
orders like the Gastht circular, which prohibited 


holding public meetings with out obtaining the permission 


Manikya Rao, Veldurti, Op.Cit., p.188. 
2. Ramesan, N (Ed), vol.IV, Op.Cit., p.56. 
Commemoration volume presented to poojya Swami 


Ramananda Tirtha on his 61st birthday, the Shastyabd1i 


poorti celebrations committee, Hyderabad, 1963, p.31. 


a 


4. Dr.B.Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Inside view, special article 
The states people, 14 September, 1940. 
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of the commissioner of police, started Satyagrha. ! 


Most of the Andhra Mahasabha workers participated 
in. this Satyagraha for the basic Civil rights of the 
‘people. Prominent among them were Ravi Narayana Reddy 
and Mandumula Ramachandra Rao who courted arrest and 
went to jail. The launching of the Satyagraha Movement 
marked the emergence of a political awakening in the 
{Tclangana region. It was during this pcriod political 
ideas took a definite shape. As the Hyderabad State 
Congress launched its vigorus campaign against’ the 
repressive actions of the Nizam Government, the Andhra 
Mahasabha could not ae till April, 1940. Meanwhile 
differences among the leaders of Mahasabha began to 
surface between the nationalist leaders like Mandumula 
Ramachandra Rao and Ravi Narayana Reddy. These differences 
created a split in the ranks of the Mahasabha. A compro- 
mise move was initiated by some 'workers. In this atmosph- 
ere the seventh session of the Mahasabha was convened 
at Malakpuram of Bagatu district on 26 April, 1940. 
Mandumula Ramachandra Rao was elected prouddents Smt.Yogya 
Seela Devi presided euee the Mahila Mahasabha. The 


main focus of discussions was on the merits and 


1. Andhra Pradesh State Archives, Constitutional Affairs 
Secretariat, H.E.H.The Nizam's Government, Instalment 
No.47, Ligt No.10, SNo.718, File No.613, vol.VI. 

2. Commemoration volume of Swami Ramananda Tirtha, 
Op.Cit., p.74. 
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demerits of the reforms announced by the Nizam Government. 
It was agreed by ail that the proposed reforms were 


unsatisfactory. 


The misunderstandings between veticgeteied: elderly 
and educated workers and enthusiastic youngsters who 
had to strupele for their livelihood hecame serious. 
The differences appeared more basic and fundamental 
among the two factions. When this was the atmosphcre 
the eight session of the Mahasabha was held at Chilkuru 
un Nalgonda district from 3 to 5 June, 1941. At this 
session the leftist movement gained strength and Ravi 
Narayana Reddy was elected president+ Smt.Rangamma 
Obula Reddy presided over the Mahilasabha session. 
Ravi Narayana Reddys presidential address contained 
many exterme ideas! and he criticised the Ana Malik 
Theory’ and said it was disadvantageous and dangerous 


to the country. 2 


The ninth session the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha 


was held at Dharmavaram in Warangal district on 22, 23 


1. Manikya Rao, Veldurti, Op.Cit., p.398. 
2. Ana Malik in Urdu means 'I am the King'. It was felt 


by certain Muslims in Hyderabad that they were the 
kings and without them there was no Hyderabad. 


3, Manikya Rao, Veldurti, Op.Cit., p.398. 
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and 24 May, 1942, Madiraju RamakKoteswara Rao was elected 
President. ~ Young delegates with communist ideas were 
freely singing in the conference the song of 'Yey 
jung high junga a judi' composed by Mogdum Mohiyuddin,* 


andicating their dominance in the conference, 


The ninth ‘Mahila conference was presided over 
again by Smt.Rangamma Obula Reddy. The Significant 
resolution passed in the Mahile Conference was to 


hold Mahila Conferences separately thereafter.* 


During this period the Quit India Resolution 
of the Indian National Congress attracted ‘the attention 
of the nationalist leaders, while the communists were 
supporting the War efforts of the British Government. Fina- 
lly the decision to participate in the Quit =India 
Movement was adopted by the Hyderabad State Congress 
as well as other Associations including Nizam Andhra 
Mahasabha. The Movement was launched from August 1942. y 

The tenth session of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha was 


held from 23 to 25 May, 1943 at Hyderabad for the 


1. Manikya Rao, Veldurti, Op.Cit., p.400. 
2. Ibid., p.401. 
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first time in its history. There was a keen contest 
for the Presidentship of the Mahasabha. Madapati Hanumantha 
Rao group ‘proposed the name of Konda Venkata Ranga 
Reddy while Ravi Narayana Reddy group proposed Baddam 
Yella Reddy. In the contest that took place Konda 
Venkata Ranga Reddy, a liberal Andhra leader of the 
nationalist group was elected defeating Badam Yella 
Reddy of the younger group of Communists led by Ravi 
Narayana Reddy. Twenty resolutions were passed at 
this session. + The Mahila Sabha conference was held 
under the presidentship of Smt.Yella Pragada Seetha 


Kumari which was the last conference held along with 


the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha. * 


The eleventh session of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha 
was hela at Bhuvanagiri in Nalgonda district on 27 
and 28 May, 1944. It was presided over by Ravi Narayana 
Reddy, a communist. Certain changes were accepted 
1n the constitution of the Mahasabha’giving the Communist 
orientation to 1t against the wishes of the nationalists. 
The non-Communist sections of the Mahasabha which 


broke away from the communist faction held the twelfth 


~ 
isin ttt tt rennet tenet en 


1. Manikya Rao, Veldurti, Op.Cit., p.403. 


2. Hanumantha Rao, Madapati, vol.II, Op.Cit., appendix I 
and Sarojini Regani, Op.Cit, p.180. 
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conference at Madikonda in Warangal distract from 
21 to 23 March, 1945. This conference was presided 
over by Mandumula Narsinga Rao. The Communist orientation 
given to the constitution of the Mahasabha was changed 
at this conference. The conference also directed the 
Standing Committee to start a political organisation 
for the Nizam State and to bring together the regional 
Sabhas of Andhra, Maharashtra and Karnataka. The 
thirteenth and the last conference under the nationalist 
members of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha was held at 
Kandi in Medak district from 10 to 12 May, 1946 presided 
by Jamalapuram Kesava Rao. It was a coincidence that 
the first and * the last conferences of the Nizam Andhra 


Mahasabha took place in Medak district itself. 


The nationalist wing which was also a non-party 
zroup of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha converted itself 
into a branch of the Hyderabad State Congress while 
the Communist dominated Nizam Andhra Mahasabha developed 
into the peasants Organisation under the leadership 
of Communists. Thus the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha ceased 


to exist hence forth. 
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The Hyderabad State Congress replaced the three 
organisations of Telugu, Marath1 and Kannada 
people of the Telangana region. The struggle for Freedom 
under the auspices of the State Congress continued 
till 17 September, 1948 when the armies of Indian 
Union marched into Hyderabad under Operation Polo 
and the administration was taken-over, by the Military 
Governor, Major-General J.N.Choudhary. The activities 
of the State Congress continued t111 March, 1952 when 
the first popular general elections were held in the 
State and a Ministry was formed under Burgula Rama 


Krishna Rao as Chief Minister. 


i) 
t 


The Nizam Andhra Mahasabha was a non-political 
organisation in the beginning. The Mahasabha was always 
prepared to extend its cooperation to the Nizam Government 
and do good to the Andhra people through the goodwill 
‘of the Governm nt. + The Mahasabha conferences which 
held its various annual sessions brought significant 


political awakening amongst the masses. The leadership 


of the Mahasabha was. confined to the moderates like 


1. Andhra Pradesh State Archives, Hyderabad, Constitutional 


Affairs Secretariat, H.E.HW.The Nizams Government, 
Instalment, 47, SNo.485, List.10, File No. 74. 
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Burgula Rama Krishna Rao, K.V.Ranga Reddy, Mandumula 
Narsinga Rao, Mandumula Rama Chandra Bee and Ravi 
Narayana Reddy. The liberal nationalists, particularly 
the elderly persons liked to follow a go-slow policy. 
But with the Chalkuru Conference in 1941, the leftist 
movement began to gain strength under the leadership 
of Ravi Narayana Reddy who had the widest following 
in the ranks of the Mahasabha. The organisation passed 
out of the hands of the old quards. It passed into 
the hands of radicals. Ravi Narayana Reddy by this 
time went over to the Communist Party and the Andhra 
Mahasabha began to experience the impact of the Communist 
Party of India. The nationalists of the Mahasabha 
becoming active and opposed the communist influence. 
Thus an internal crisis developed in the Mahasabha. 
As a result the Mahasabha split itself into two separate 


parts and the Mahasabha ceased to exist. 


1. Commemoration volume of Swami Ramananda_ Tirtha, 
Op.cit., p.148. 


CHAPTER —-VITI 
UNIFICATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH 
SECTION-1: PROBLEMS AND ADJUSTMENTS 


SECTION-2: STATES REORGANISATION COMMISSION 


SECTION-3: THE GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT 


CHAPTER — VII 


UNIFICATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH 


SECTION-1: PROBLEMS AND ADJUSTMENTS 


At the second Andhra Mahasabha Conference held 
in 1914 1ts President Nyapathi Subba Rao in his address 
referred to the possibility of re-adjusting boundaries 
of different provinces, including those ‘Telugu speaking 
‘people of the Native Statesunder a separate administra- 
tion. Even before this, the map of Andhradesa orginally 
drawn by Jonnavithula Gurunadham and Unnava Lakshmi- 
narayana in 1912 included the Telangana districts 
also along wibh the Circar and Ceded Districts. It 
Was also a fact that some delegates were occasionally 
attending the Andhra Mahasabha Conferences from Telangana 
Districts. But the question of including the Telangana 
Districts into the proposed Visalandhra did not come 
to prominence ti11 the year 1936. The Andhradesa map 
originally drawn in 1912 reappeared in the press* 


on the occasion of the Andhra Day Celebrations. On this 


1. Goshti, vol.III, No.1, April 1936, Janavani, 22 
October, 1937 and the Andhra Patrika 23 October, 1937. 
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occasion of the Andhra Day Celebrations on 24 March 


1936, the Goshti1, a periodical, made special mention 


1 


of the Andhras of Telangana and the Prabha of that 


day carried the Andhra map including the Telugu speaking 
districts of the Nazam's dominions. The Ugadi festival 
was celebrated on 24 March, 1936 as the Andhra festival 
Day, as an occasion for all Andhras of Rayalaseema, 


holarseema (Telugu speaking areadin Mysore), the Circars 


2 


and Telangana to proclaim their racial unity. On 


“ wn, 


this occasion “G.V.Subba Rao, the editer of Goshti, 


an one of his poems declared that 


Ciarcar Andhras, 

Rayalaseema, 

And the Telangana, 

All are one, 

All are Andhras, r 
Prociaim thus from house-tops 


without fear - without fear. 3 


The Andhra Swaraj Party in its manifesto of the 


1936 elections declared that the future Andhra Province 


1. This Prabha was an imposing structure with a map of 
Lhe Andhra, 


History of Andhra Movement, vol.II, Op.Cit., p.16 
Ibid., p.36. 
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should comprise all the contiguous Telugu speaking 
territories in the Cuircars, Rayalaseema and Telangana 


which was not only legitimate but also most urgent. 


In the first week of December 1937 the Andhra 
Week celebrations were held in the Andhra University 
campus, Visakhapatnam. C.R.Reddy, the then Vice-Chancellor 
inaugurated the celebrations. Professor M.Venkatarangalya, 
the then Principla of the University Célleges, while 
delivering a talk on the occasion on some political 
and constitutional issues, described the Andhra Movement 
as a movement for democracy, not only in the British 
Indian Provinces but also in Indian States and also 
against the autocracy of the rulers of the Indian 
States. He, further, felt that there was an intimate 
and vital connection between the movement for’ an Andhra 
Province A and problem of the Indian States. A Karnataka 
Rashtra under the Maharaja of Mysore, a Kerala Rashtra 
under the Maharaja of Travancore and an Andhra Rashtra 


under the Nizam of Hyderabad would give ideal linguistic 


1. Goshti, vol.II, No.wi0, February 1936. Also History 
of Andhra Movement, vol.II, Op.Ccat., p.48. 
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provinces Hyderabad \ he of the biggest cities in the 
country would then be the capital of the Andhra. ? This 
forecast, perhaps the first of ats kind, came true 


even during the life time of Pfofessor Venkatarangaiya. 


At the inaugural function of the Andhra Defence 
League held at Vijayawada on 8 February, 1938, 1t 
was declared that ooneof its objectives was to devise 
ways and means for establishing closer contact between 


the Andhras of British India and those living in Hyderabad. ° 


There were strong — pleas that the Andhras of the 
Circar Districts should give their attention to the 
. problems and welfare of their counterparts in Telangana 
where 75 Lakhs ‘of Andhras were living. The Andhra 
dailies and weeklies should give publicity to the 


events taking place in the Telangana districts and 


. 1. Venkatarangaiya, M., Some Political and Constitutional 
Issucs, Andhra Week, Commemoration Volume No.1, 


organised under the Joint auspices of the Andhra 
University Telugu Literature union and the History, 
Rceonomics and Politics Association, A.G.Press, 
Bezwada, December 1937, pp.17-26. 


2. The Hindu; 11 February, 1938. 
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any programme of work of propaganda carried out without 
Telangana having a part in it would make the work 


of the Andhra Movement incomplete 


About this time C.R.Reddy, the Vice-Chancellor 
of Andhra University, while delivering the convocation 
address of Osmania University, Hyderabad on 1 March, 
1938 expressed “the sentiments that it was not enough 
that the Dominions should cast one eye of kindly favours, 
‘Love and benevolence on the Andhra University. Even 
union of hearts and the grace of life had to be institu- 
tionalised in marriage as otherwise it would work 
havoc on society. So also the present gracious conduct 
especially between His Exalted Highne’s' Dominion 
and the Andhradesa would have to be given an institutional 
form in the cultural field, the one field where no 
contentions were possible and in which harmony = and 
identity of interest so naturally prevailed. Further 
he said that how to achieve this might be a problem 
to be solved but he did not despair of a _ solution. 


Therefore, he said that the Telugu speakihg people 


1. The Ryots Weekly, 2 May, 1938 and The Andhra Patrika, 
20 July, 1938. 
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must re-unite the broken threads of history and meters 
unity of spirit. | 
3 

On 13 Februay, 1938, Pandrangi Kesava Rao, the 
President of the Andhra Paraliament, a short lived 
association based in Vajayawada, invited Sir Akbar Hydari, 
Chief Minister of the Nizam's Government to perform the 
opening function of the Andhra Parliament. In thas 
connection he wrote to Sir Akbar Hydari that the Andhras 
of the Madras Presidency were demanding a separate 
province and they had sent their fraternal greetings 
to their counterparts ain the Naizam's Dominions. In 
order to show that there was no clash of anterests 
among the people of Telangana and Andhra areas and 
Since Sir Akbar Hydari loved sectional development 
as a cultural unit, he considered it a previlege to 
invite him to open the first session. But the Private 
Secretary to Sir Akbar Hydar1i replied on 24 February, 


1938 aunforming Pandrangi Kesava Rao of Sir Akbar's 


1. Andhra Pradesh State Archives, Ex-Hyderabad Government 
Records, Office of the Private Secretary to H.E.The 
President Executive Council, Instalment 81, List 6, 
File No.27, 1938, p.41. 
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inability to attend the function. * Pandrangi Kesava 
Rao, later submitted a memorandum in August 1938 to 
Sir Akbar Hydari urging him for the upliftment of 
the status of the Telugu people by giving suitable 
opporLunilies in the administrative services of the 
State keeping in view of their numerical majority. 
The Andhra National flag designed by Pandrangi Kesava 
Rao as the President of the Andhra Parliament clearly 
represented the three Telugu speaking regions including 


Telangana. 3 


Sir Vijaya, who presided over the Andhra Mahasabha 
sessions held at Visakhapatnam and Bellary ain 1941 
and 1943 respectively was in favour of the formation 
of Visalandhra. In a meeting of the Mahasabha executive 


on 3 October, 1942, a resolution was passed urging 


a Visalandhra Province comprising, the British Andhra 


? 
districts anc the predominently Telugu speaking areas 


1. Andhra Pradesh State Archives, Constitutional Affairs 
Secretariat, H.E.H.the Nizam's Government File No.585 
vol.I, Ttnst. “47 List 10 S.No.699 , 1938. 


2. The Madras Mail, 18 August, 1938. Also file No.585 
vol.1, Constitutional Affairs Secretariat, H.E.H.the 
Nizam's Government 1938. 


The Madras Mail, 6 April, 1939 and The Andhra, 5 April, 
1939. 
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of Hyderabed, pursuant to the principle of linguistic 


provinces. 


In the Telangana districts, as a result of the 
popularisation of the Nazam Andhra Mahasabha_ since 
1930, the attitude of the Telangana people was completely 
changed. They began to organise themselves under the 
Nizam Andhra Mahasabha and started demanding civil 
liberties, ~ freedom of press, freedom of speech and 
education, freedom of association etc., in one form 
or the other. Suspecting the activities of the Nizam 
Andhra Mahasabha, the Nizam Government created several 
hurdles like Gasti No.53 which made impossible for 
any political meeting to be held in Hyderabad. Not 
being satisfied with this, the officials of the Nizam 
Government started enquiring with prominent leaders 
like Madapat1i Hanumantha Rao whether i1t was a fact 
that the objective of the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha was 
to merge the Telangana districts with the Telugu districts 
of the Madras Presidency.* 

1. Proceedings of the Andhra Mahasabha, twenty-third 


session held at Bellary, Presidential address by 
Sir Vijayananda Gajapathi, 1942. ‘ 


2. anumantha Rao, Madapati, Telangana Andhrodyamamu, 
Part 11, Gp.Cat., p.91. 
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When the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha was trying to 
solve the social and economic problems of the people, 
the Hyderabad State Congress, after a great deal of 
negotiations and agitation, came to the forefront 
to take up the political issues. The approach of the 
State Congress was very cautious towards the integration 
problem. The Communist Party in Hyderabad State was 
in close touch with the Andhra Communist Party and 
un fact was working as a wing of the Andhra Communist 
Party with its headquarters at Vijayawada. The communists 
entered into a pact wath the Hyderabad State Congress 
and, formed the United Front. But the United Front 
broke down in early 1948. The Hyderabad State Congress 
demanded that the Nizam should hoid a plebiscite over 
the question of accession to India and should also 
take measures to introduce popular government in the 
State. As the Hyderabad State people could not. be 
isolated from the main stream, the integration of 
Hyderabad took place in September 1948 with the Indian 
Union. It was one of the greatest achievements in 


contemporary history.+ The integration gave fresh 


1. Ramakrishna Rao, B, Integration of Hyderabad Str‘eo 


with Indian union-Role played by Swamy Ramananda 
Tartha, Commemoration volume of Swamy Ramananda 
Tirtha, Op.Cit., p.8. 
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impetus to the Telugu people and State Congress. Therefore 
by 1950, the Hyderabad State Congress twnanimously 
demanded the disintegration of the Hyderabad State 
and the merger of its three areas viz., Telangana, 
Marathwada and Karnataka in the adjoining corresponding 


linguistic provinces. - 


It may be noted here that the Nizam also andirectly 
tried to get back the Northern Circars which he had 
ceded to the British earlier, perhaps without anticipating 
the consequences ‘to the contrary which led to the 
merger of Telangana with the Andhra State which came 
to be known as Andhra Pradesh. About the last week 
cf July 1940, there was a sensational news in the 
press“ that the Northern Circars were to be returned 
to the Nizam and he was ready to pay @ sum ofa, 50,00,000 
to the British Covernment. The Mahratta of Poona, 
while flashing this news commented that eventhough 
the rumour seemed to be fantastic and baseless, yet 
a contradiction from the Governemtn would be welcome 


in the existing circumstances.2 When this news was 


1. Golkonda Patrika, 4 March, 1950. 
2. The Daily Kala (Poona), 24 July, 1940. 
3. The Mahratta, (Poona) 26 July, 1940. 
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in circulation, Bahadur Yar Jung, President of the 


Majlis-I-Itlihadul Muslemeen submitted a memorandum 


= ~ 


to the President of the Executive Council, H.E.H. 
the Naizam's Government on 1 August, 1940, suggesting 
that the primary question which should engage the 
attention of the Government of Hyderabad was the return 
to the State of all the territories ceded to the British 
Government. The Majlis therefore expected the Government 
to move in the matter full in advance of the grant 
of the Dominion status to the British India and effect 
a ‘satisfactory settlement. The Constitutional Affairs 
Committee of the Nizam's Government discussed this 
issue on 12 August, 1940 and felt that an acknowledgement 
might be sent to Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung anforming 
him that the matters raised in the memorandum had 
already received the careful attention of Government 
and would continue to receive such attention in the 
light of the developments and that the matter should 


be left to His Exalted Highness and his Government 


1. Andhra Pradesh State Archives, Hyderabad Ex-Hyderabad 
Government Records, Constitutional Affairs Secretariat, 
file No.130 Misc. vol.I, 1940. 
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to decide the time and occasion for such a review. ! 
This showed that the Nazam's Government was fully 
aware ofthe matter and was waiting for an opportunity 
to review the position. When G.V.Subba Rao, General 
Secretary of the Andhra Provincial Hindu Mahasabha, 


Vijayawada, drew the attention of the Government of 


Madras” on 22 September, 1940, the Chief Secretary 


to the Government of Madras replied on 27 Septeaber, 
1940 stating that the Madras Government had no knowledge 
of any proposal to transfer any part of the Presidency 
to -the Hyderabad state. >7/ This matter was brought to 
the notice of Mahatma Gandhi also. While replying 
to a question on Hyderabad in the Harijan, Mahatma 


Gandhi said that the people of the respective parts 


1. Extract from the proceedings of the Constitutional 
Affairs Committee dated 12 August, 1940, Constitutional 


Affairs Secretariat, H.E.H. the Nizam's Government, 
file No.130 Mis. vol.II, 1940. 


2. Andhra Prabha, 2 October, 1940. There was a feeling 


among the public that in recognition of Hyderabad 
Government's help to the British Government in the 
war (Second World War) 1t was rumoured that the 
British Government was considering the question of 
the retrocession of the Northern Circars and the 
Ceded Districts to the Nizam. 


. The Hindu, 3 October, 1940. Also The United Karnataka, 
13 October, 1940. 
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should be asked to make their choice and that was 
the only equity. Certainly the claim for the retrocession 
of the Ceded Districts had neither legal nor moral 
sanction. ¢ On this issue Pyligedda Venkatasubbarayudu 
of Vijayawada suggested that the 9 Telugu districts, 
6 Marathi districts and 2 Kannada districts in the 
Nizam's State should be given away to their respective 
linguistic provinces and the Nizam should remain as 
a nominal head receiving some fixed tribute from the 
Ravana rect might, be the further correspondence 
on this subject the right suggestion made by Pyligedda 
Venkatasubbarayudu came true. The whole episode instilled 


ain the Telugu speaking people a new spirit of solidarity. 


t To a letter received in February 1946 from the 
Government of Madras, the Secretary to His Excellency 


the Crown replied to the Chief Secretary to the Government 


1. The Harijan, 13 October, 1940. The question Gandhij1 
answared was: "what do you say to the raght of 
Hyderabad to the territories that have been taken 
away by the English under some pretext or other, 11ke 
Berar, Ceded Districts, Karnataka etc". 


2. The Modern Review, (Calcutta) January, 1941. 
3. The Andhra Patrika, 19 October, 1940. 
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of Madras on 28 February, 1946 that "an 1943 a communica- 
tion was received from His Exalted Highness the Nizam's 
Government which raised certain general issues regarding 
their treaty position and in which an incidental reference 
was: made to access for the State to the sea. The 
Nizam's Government were informed in a reply that the 
time did not seem suitable for pursuing the questions 
raised by them. These issues have not been pursued 
since then". \/therefore, at was a fact that the Nizam 
anitiated action for reviving the treaty position 
and this issue was not pursued obviously due to opposition 
form several quarters. But the people of the Cuircar 


Districts continued their protests. 


The Visakhapatnam Merchants Association in a 
memorandum submitted to the Chief Secretary to the 
Goverhent. cer Madras protested against and objected 
to the resumption of the Northern Circars comprising 


of Visakhapatnam, Godavari and Krishna Districts by 


the Nizam as contemplated by his Government and also 


1. From the Secretary to His Excellency to the Crown 
Representative 'letter No.D. 1195-p/46, New Delhi 
Dated 28 February, 1946. Also Government of Madras 
G.O.Ms.No. 566, Public (Political) Department 
7 March, 1946. 
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considered that the Andhra Province which in any way 
had to be formed in the near future under the scheme 
of languistic provinces would be very much handicapped 
1f the above mentioned territory was given away to 


the Nazam.? . 


The Andhra Provincial Motor Unions Congress, 
Vijayawada, in a memorandum submitted to the Viceroy 
of India through the Government of Madras, represented 
that the Nizam had not made any satisfactory record 
of achievement in the anterests of the people of that 
State and any suggestion to transfer the Circar Districts 
would be like trying to put the clock back which maght 
ultimately lead to very serious consequences for all 
the concerned partics. The memorandum further stated 
that eminent statsmen like Pattabhi Seetaramayya, 
(Member, Working Committee, Indian National Congress); 
N.G.Ranga, M.L.A. (Central); A.Kaleshwara Rao, a prominent 
Andhra leader and Lanka Sundaram, Editor of the Commerce 


and Industry expressed their condemnation in no uncertain 


1 


1. VMA/12/46 (G), 8 February, 1946, available in Govern- 
ment of Madras G.0O.Ms.No.568 Public (Political) 
Departemnt, 7 March, 1946. 
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terms and on this issue popular feelings rose hagh. 
Therefore, this appeal was made to issue a statement 


1 
removing all apprehensions. 


The Andhra Chamber of Commerce in their memorandum 
to the Private Secretary to the Viceroy’ submitted 
that granting of a corridor to the Nizam was unwise 
and unjust and if this demand of the Nizam was met, 
the whole of the Andhradesa would be affected economically, 
culturally, industrially, commercially and politically. 

In reply, ~to a question on this issue posed by 
N.G.Ranga, Sir Edward Benthall, leader of the Central 
Assembly denied that representations had béen made 
to the Britash or Indian Government or both by the 
Nazam's Government or by any non-official organisation 
for granting a corridor .to the Nazam's Dominions’ to 
the Masulipatam port.> However, the Razakars of Hyderabad 


iS 


i. Memorandum of the Andhra Provincial Motor Union's 
Congress. Also Government of Madras G.0O.Ms.No.566, 
Public (Pol) Department, 7 March, 1946. 


2. The Free Press, 6 February, 1946. This issue was 
also dealt by the Madras Government vide G.O.Ms.No.566 
Public (Political) Departemtn, 7 March, 1946. 


3. The Hindu, 21 February, 1946. 
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declared that Hyderabad would shortly recover’ the 
Ceded Districts and the day was not far off when the 
waves of the Bay of Bengal would be washing the feet 
of the sovereign (the Nizam) who would be called not 
only the Nazam of Hyderabad and Berar, but also of 


3 
the Northern Circars.* 


Tn the meanwhile, the accession of Hyderabad 
to the Dominion of India became a problem to Government 
of India. The Government of India could not accept 
the Nizam's claim to an independent Hyderabad as it 
would pose 2 serious threat to the defence, security 
and economy of Tndia. The political set up in Hyderabad 
was the very antithesis of democracy. The Razakar 
ideology was dominating Hyderabad which was against 
popular freed and democratic concepts. The activities 
of the Razakars were classified as:- 


(a) Staging frequent demonstrations all over 
State. 


(b) Terrcrising individuals connected with movements 
which sought the accession of Hyderabad to the 


rc 


Government of India white paper on Hyderabad, Govern- 
ment of india Press, New Delhi, 1918, p.29. 
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i Dominion of India or the introduction of 


representative government in the State. . 


(c) Organising border raids into the Indian 
Dominion territory. 


(d) Inflicting reprisals with or without the 
police or the military, on villages or individuals 
suspected of being Pro-State Congress or 
obstructive to the Razakars. 


(e) Taking upon themselves the duties of customs 
officers in searching the luggage and belongings 
of ra1llway and road passengers. 


(f) Preventing unofficial investigations by agencies 
of individuals into ‘the internal situation 
in Hyderabad. 


(g) Over awing the public by staging marches of 
uniformed volunteers with spears, swords, 
or muzzle~-loaders on cycles, in buses and 
lorries, by firing empty shots into the air. 


(h) Infiltraing into Indian Dominion territory 
in order to carry on espionage work; to smuggle 
arms and ammunition into the State; to recruit 
volunteers from Dominion territory for the 
army, the police and other services and to 
create disaffection among the Muslims of 
India and to rouse them against the Government 
of Ind1a3, and to carry on a Jehad (religious 
war). ; 


~ 
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Therefore the Government of India entered into a 
Standstill Agreement with the Nizam on 29 November, 1947. 
But the Niazam's Government violated the Standstill 
Agreement. The atrocities of Razakars, resulted in 
the breakdown of law and order and forced the Government 
of India to launch the Operation Polo and the Hyderabad 


State became a part of Indian union on 17 September, 1948. 


By 1949, the Visalandhra concept of merging the 
Carcar Distrists, Ceded Districts and Telugu Districts 
of the Nizam Government gained momentum. Consequently, 
the Visalandhra Mahasabha was established on 26 November, 
1949 with its headquarters at Vijayawada and later 
shifted to Hyderabad with the purpose of taking all 
necessary steps for the cultural, social and economic 
development oF Andhras living 1in contiguous areas 
‘but split up under different administrations viz., 


Madras, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Hyderabad and Mysore 


1. Government of India White Paper on Hyderabad, Op.Cit., 
p.29. The Standstill Agreement was signed by Mir 
Osman Ali Khan, Nizam of Hyderabad and Berar and 
Mount Batten, Governor General of India. 
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States and to bring them all under the Visalandhra 


1 


State as an integral part of the Indian Republic. 
\ 


The Standing Committee session of the Visalandhra 
Mahasabha held on 12 and 13 February, 1950 at Warangal 
resolved to urge the Government of India to disintegrate 
the Hyderabad State into its three component linguistic 
parts immediately and join the Telangana districts 
of the State to the contiguous Andhra districts and 
constitute the visalandhra State with Hyderabad as 
capital. The Visalandhra Mahasabha Standing , Committce 
session held at Warangal was presided over by A.Kaleswara 


Rao. It was represented by several prominent leaders 


from Hyderabad, Madras and Orissa States. 2 


1. The Visalandhra Mahasabha Memorandum, Demand for the 
Visalandhra State, Venkatarama & Co., Secunderabad, 


1955, pp.1-2. 
2. Ibid., Resolution No.8, p.2. 


The leaders who attended the Visalandhra Mahasabha 
Standing Committee Session held at Warangal were: Swami 
Ramananda Tartha (then President, Hyderabad State 
Congress), D.G.Baindu (Home Minister, Hyderabad 
State), K.Venkata Ranga Reddy (Revenue Minister 
of Hyderabad State and President of Hyderabad Pradesh 
Congress Committee), M.C.Rajalingam (Deputy Minister, 
Hyderabad State), T.Hayagrivachary (Chairman, Municipal 
Countil, Warangal), M.Ramakoteswara Rao (Leader 
of Warangal Bar), T.Prakasam (Chief Minister of Andhra 
State). P.T1mna Reddy (Vice-President , Andhra 
Provincial Congress Committee and Ministe: of Andhra 
State), Kala-—Prapurna Dr.Chilukuri Narayana Rao 


(contd. on page 209) 
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The attitude of the” Congress leaders was also 
in favour of the Visalandhra State. The Andhra Provincial 
Congress Committee presided over by N.G.Ranga in January 
1950 at Madras passed a resolution unanimously saying 
shat Madras city should be the temporary capital of 
the future Andhra State and Hyderabad city should 
be come the permanent capital of Andhradesa meaning 


Greater Andhra(Visalandhra). 


The first Anniversary of the Visalandhra Mahasabha 
was held on 26 November, 1950 which demanded the Vaisal- 
andhra State with Hyderabad as capital. The Visalandhra 


Working Committee session held at Hyderabad on 13 


(foot note from the previous page) F 


(Anantapur), B.S.Murthy (M.U.P.), B.Samba Murthy (Ex- 
Speaker of Madras Legislative Assembly), N.Narayana Murthy 
(M.L.A., Central), Vamana Murthy, M.A.,B.L., and Sardar 
Venkateswarlu (Journalist). 


Dr.Pattabhi Seetaramayya (President of the Indian 
National Congress and Governor of Madhya Pradesh) 
B.Ramakrishna Rao (Chief Minister of Hyderabad) and 
Andhra Pitamaha M.Hanumantha Rao (Leader of Telangana 
and later Mayor of Hyderabad City Municipal Corporation) 
sent messages of sympathy and co-operation. For details 
see Visalandhra Mahasabha Memorandum. 
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and 14 September, 1953 reiterated the demand for Visal- 
andhra State. The Working Committee considered in 
a resolution that the Andhra State was only the first 
step of the Visalandhra State and requested the Government 
of India to disintegrate, the Hyderabad State and 


establish Visalandhra State with its capital at Hyderabad. 


vV.D.Deshpande, leader of the People's Democratic 
Front moved a resolution in the Hyderabad Legisaltive 
Assembly on 16 June, 1952 demanding 4 bill for (a) dis- 
integration of Hyderabad State on linguistic basis, 
(b) the reconstitution of the arose provinces 
on the basis of language and culture; and (c) integration 
of the three linguistic regions of Hyderabad State 


. 


with the corresponding reconstituted linguistic provinces. 
But this motion was defeated by 79 to 63 votes. * 
However,. the general body of the Hyderabad Provincial 
Congress Committee which met on 3 June, 1953 urged 
the disintegration of the Hyderabad State and the 
formation of Visalandhra, Samyuktha Maharashtra and 
Samyuktha Karnataka. * The general body also appointed 


a sub committee to prepare a memorandum for submission 


to the States Reorganisation Commission appointed 


1. The Telangana Movement - An Investigative Focus, the 
Telangana Uniaversily and College Teachers Convention, 


llyderabad,: 1969, p.11. 
2. Golkonda Patrika, 6 June, 1953. 
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by the Government of India. 


The Andhra Provincial Congress Committee which met 
at Kurnool on 30 September, 1953 on the very eve of the 
inauguration of the Andhra State under the presidentship 
of N.Sanjeeva Reddy passed a unanimous resolution demanding 
the formation of Visalandhra State with Hyderabad as capital. 
The Hyderabad Pradesh Congress Committee which met on 3 
June, .1953 passed a unanimous resolution demanding’ the 
disintegration of the Hyderabad State into three linguistic 
parts and amalgamate each of them to its neighbouring areas 
speaking the same language. ° A very significant session 
of Visalandhra Mahasabha Standing Committee was held at 
Hyderabad on 14 and 15 November, 1953. It was the most 


influential and representative gathering. 


In May 1954 a majority of the Working Committee 
members of the Hyderabad Pradesh Congress Committee nominated 
by its president K.V.Ranga Reddy rejected the report of 


the sub-committee in respect of the formation of Visalandhra. 


1. Visalandhra Mahasabha Memorandum, Annexure 4, Op.Cit., p.8 
2.. Ibid. 
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Consequently a new concept of establishing two Telugu States 
for Andhra and Telangana separately was floated at a meeting 
in June 1954 by M.Chenna Reddy.! Even Communists in Telangana 
were also against Visalandhra. Even those who protested 
against the formation of Visalandhra had no definite idea 
about the areas that should comprise each of the two Telugu 


States. 


The Visalandhra Mahasabha Standing Committee appointed 
a representation committee to gather the data and information 
and for preparing a memorandum in support of the Visalandhra 
State with Hyderabad as its capital, the areas to be included 
in it and the boundaries , and presenting it to a future 
high power commission that might be appointed by the Government 


of India. > 


Similarly the Andhra Praja Socialist Party Conference 
held at Guntur in February 1954 and the Joint Session of 
the Praja ‘Socialist Parties of Andhra and Hyderabad State 
held at Karnool on 21 and 22 March, 1954 passed 


unanimous resolutions demanding the formation of Visalandhra 


State with Hyderabad as its capitai./ The All India Hindu 
~ s 


1. Golkonda Patrika, 11 May, 1954. 

2. Ibid., 9 September, 1954. 

3. Visalandhra Mahasabha Memorandum, Op.Cit., p.9. 
Ibid., pp.29-31. 


= 
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Mahasabha and the All India Mahilasabha in their sessions 
held at Hyderabad on 7 and 8 May, 1954 passed similar resolu- 
tions “urging the disintegration of Hyderabad state! and 
the formation of the Visalandhra State. Various language 
groups in the Hyderabad State were also in favour of their 


amalgamation with their respective linguistic provinces. 


Separte language consciousness among the three linguistic 
groups of Andhras}, Maharashtrians and Kannadigas had always 
been in existence in the Hyderabad State. In these linguistic 
areas public opinion was unanimous in favour of the disintegra- 
tion of the composite state of Hyderabad into Visalandhra, 


Samyukta Karnataka and Samyukta Maharashtra.“ 


Sa a a ee 
1. Visalandhra Mahasabha Memorandum, Op.Cit., pp.29-31. 
2. Ibid., pp.27-29. 
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SECTION-2: THE STATES REORGANISATION COMMISSION 


When things were moving in the direction of the 
formation of the Visalandhra State, the pressure for re- 
organising the States on linguistic basis was increasingly 
felt at the national level,also. 

The creation of the first lingustic Andhra State, 
after Independence gave a fresh impetus to the movement 
for the re-organisation of the Provinces on a linguistic 
basis. The pressure for States re-organisation’ had already 
developed at the national level. The Government of India, 
having formed the Andhra State, could not push back the 
agitation of the Kannada people for Samyukta Karnataka, 
the Kerala’ people and Maharashtrians for their respective 
linguistic states. By now, the need for re-organising the 
provinces on a more rational basis was recognised. To give 
effect to this, Jawaharlal Nehru announced in the Parliament 
on 22 December, 1953, to appoint a Committee to examine 
objectively and dispassionately the question of the re- 
organisation of the States of the Indian Union. Accordingly 
the States Re-Organisation Commission with Saiyid Fazul 
All as Chairman and Dr.H.N.Kunzru and K.M.Panikkar as Members 


f 


was appointed on 29 December, 1953. 30 April, 1954 was 
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fixed as the last date for submission of memoranda by various 


individuals, associations and parties to the Commission. 


Several people, a number of associations and political 
parties met the Commission and submitted stheir memoranda. 
69 members of the llyderabad Assembly representing Telangana 
region represented to the States Re-organisation Commission 
opposing any move to form two Telugu speaking states as 
there were reports in the press indicating the possibility 
of creating separately, Telangana and Andhra States. They 
demanded one state for all the Telugu speaking areas with 
Hyderabad as sits capital. The Commission after extensive 
tour, anvestigation and thorough examination of all the 
aspects involved submitted its report on 30 #£=September, 
1955. The Commission recommended for a separate Telangana, 
observing that it would be in the anterest of Andhra as 
well as Telangana if, for the present, the Telangana area 
constituted into a separate state, which might be known 
as the Hyderabad State, with provision for its unification 


ry 


1. Chronicle, 24 September, 1955. Of the 93 members from 
Telangana, 6¢ legislators signed the representation submitted 
to the §.R.C. The signatories consisted of all the 35 
people's Democratic Front members, 22 Congressmen, 8 United 
peoples party members and 4 Independents. 
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with Andhra after the general elections likely to be held 
or about 1961, if iby a fyoxthinas majority the legislature 
of the residuary Hyderabad State (1.e. Telangana) expressed 
itself in favour of such unification. + The proposed Hyderabad 
State should consist of the districts of, Mahabubnagar, 
Nalgonda, Warangal including Khammam, Karimnagar, Adilabad, 
Nizamabad, Hyderabad, Medak and Bidar along with the Munagala 


enclave of the Krishna district.* 


A On the eve of the release of the States Re-organisation 
Commission Report to the public on 9 October, 1955 the 
Press appealed to the people to be prepared to receive 
the recommendéetions in an atmosphere devoid of linguistic 
fanaticism. The press welcomed the report as a whole but 
at the same time expressed its extreme frustration over 
the Commission's recommendations on the separate existence 
of Telangana for a five year period. On this score, the 
report was subjected to severe criticism by all sections 


of the press including the pro-communist wing.? It was 


1. The Report of the States Re-organisation Commission, Para. 386. 


2. Government of Andhra Pradesh, G.O.Ms.No. 320 General 
Administration (SRA) Department, 6 March 1957. 


3. Government of Andhra Pradesh, G.O.Ms.No. 313 General 
Administration (Political~A) Department, Confidential, 
5 March, 1957. 


217 


generally felt that if the five year time limit were to 
be adhered to, the interim period would foment fresh crop 
of ainternal dissensions thus, making the future integration 
more difficult. The press appealed to the people to adopt 
constitutional methods for the redressal of their grievances ,\/ 


perticularly ‘in “respect of the integration of Telangana. 


The Visalandhra, a popular daily, stressed the need 
for a peaceful agitation till the Centre acceded to modify 
the Commission's recommendations on the Telangana integration 
whereas the Golkonda_ Patrika maintained that a decision 
on the question of integration or otherwise of Telangana 
with Andhra should be left to the people of the region 
concerned or in the alternative the Centre's verdict should 
be accepted by the people. The Jagriti, a Vijayawada based 
Telugu weekly, and the Vahini, another weekly were critical 
of the Commission's decision on the separate existence 
of Telangana for a period of five years. By and large, 
the press was almost unanimous on the Visalandhra issue 
in its demand for an immediate integration of Telangana 
and the merger of the predominently Telugu speaking areas 


contiguous to Andhra. ! 


1. States Re-organisation Commission Report and _ Telangana 
integration, Government of Andhra Pradesh, G.0O.Ms.No.313 


General Administration (Political.A) Department, 5 March, 
1957, page. 8. 
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Addressing a conference convened in the Hyderabad 
House at New Delhi to consider the States Re-organisation 
Commission Report on 22 October, 1955, the Chief Ministers 
of Andhra and Hyderabad expressed themselves in favour 
of the amalgamation of the two regions to form the Visalandhra 


State. - 


However, K,V.Ranga Reddy in his statement made on 
29 October, . 1955 said that. Telangana State should last 
long as separate state and that was exactly what the Telangana 
people were wishing.* The Telangana Citizens Committee 
and the Telangana Convention also demanded the formation 
3 


of a separate Telangana State. 


The Congress Working Committee at a1ts conference 
held on 9 £=November, 1955 decided to ‘bifurcate Hyderabad 
State and resolved to seek public opinion on the merger 
of Telangana with Andhra. | Therefore, the Chief Minister 


moved in the Hyderabad Legislative Assembly on 28 November, 1955 


1. Golkonda Patrika, 23 October, 1955. 
2. Ibid.,,30 October, 1955 and 14 November, 1955. 


Chronicle, 21 November, 1955 and GolkKonda Patrika 24 
November, 1955. 


4. Golkonda Patrika, 10 November, 1955. 
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[ resolution accepting the recommendations of the States 


Reorganisation Commission 


boundaries. 


(a) The Telugu speaking areas 


attached to 
organisation, 


(b) The Marathi speaking areas 


joined with the State of 


The Kannada speaking areas 


(c) 


merged with the new _ state 


state of Mysore.+ 


subject to 


of the 


the Andhra State 


the adjustment of 


Further the resolution said that: 


Hyderabad State be 
at the beginning of re- 
of the Hyderabad State be 
Maharashtra to be formed; 
of the Hyderabad State be 


of Karnataka including the 


ta 


The demand for the creation of linguistic states was 
practically confined to Telugu, Marathi, Kannada and Malayalam 
speaking areas of South India. In the independent India, the 


demand for Visalandhra, 


and Aikya Kerala gained ground. 


leaders were engaged with the issue of Visalandhra. 


Reddy, who was earlier 


Samyukta Maharashtra 


favouring Visalandhra 


and Karnataka 


The Andhra and Hyderabad 
K.V.Ranga 


changed his 


views after, he became the President of the Hyderabad Congress 


Committee ,° while the 


1. Hyderabad 


other prominent leaders 


Legislative Assembly Debates, 


of Telangana 


vol. III, Part-—IT, 


No.3, 28 November, 1955, pp.165-166. 
2. Golkonda Patrika, 19 January, 1954. 
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including Busieate Ramakrishna Rao, the Chief Minister 
of the Hyderabad State was in favour of Visalandhra. Prime 
Minister Nehru felt that backward Telangana would not be 
a viable and self sufficient State. He thought that it 
would continue to remain a feudal area with the landed 
aristocracy tyranising the masses. That was also the argument 
of the Communist Party which had all along carried a campaign 


for Visalandhra State. 


One ’of the principal reasons advocated against’ the 
formation of Visalandhra State seems to be the apprehension 
felt by the educationally backward people of Telangana 
that they might be exploited by the more advanced people 
of the coastal area, and Telangana might be converted into 


2 But 


a colony by the more enterprising coastal Andhras. 
the important leaders of Andhra were of the opinion that 
the duatesweagn: of Telangana with Andhra though desirable 
should not be paged on any compulsion and it should be 
a willing association of the people and it was primarily 
for the poeple of Telangana to take a decision about their 


future. 3 


1. Kapila Kasipati, Tryst with Destiny, Kamal Printers, 
Hyderabad, 1970, p.61. 


Telangana Advocates Forum, An appeal to the Lawyers of 


NO 


Telangana, Telangana Lawyers convention 13 Apr -1969. 
3. Ibid. ROVERS: 
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The Congress High Command having resolved to settle 
the issue formed in November 1955 a sub-committee with 
U.N.Dhebar, the Congress President, Prime Minister Nehru, 
Azad and Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant to consider this i1ssuc 
of re-organisation of the Telanga areas. In December 1955 
ané January 1956, Central Leaders like Nehru, S.K.Patil, 
Lal Bahadim Shastriand others visited Hyderabad and ascertained 
the public opinion. However, they could not come to any 
decision on the future of Telangana. The Prime Minister 
sent for the Telangana leaders including the Chief Minister 
Burgula Ramakrishna Rao. While explaining to Nehru at Delhi 
Burgula Ramakrishna Rao said that Visalandhra would be 
acceptable to all if Konda Venkata Ranga Reddy and M.Chenna 


Reddy agreed for that. 
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SECTION-3: THE GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT 

The Andhra State Assembly resolved unanimously = at 
1ts meeting in favour of Visalandhra on 1 February, 1956. 
The Andhra leaders were prepared to protect the interests 
of the Telangana people on the lines of Sri Bagh Pact, 
1f Telangana people desired. G.B.Pant, the Union Home Minister 
suggested to the Telangana leaders to have a Regional Council 
ta take care of the interests of the fevuneian people and 


lend their support to the formation of the Visalandhra 


State. } 


Accordingly the Gentlemen's Agreement was entered 
into between the leaders of Telangana and. the Andhra State 


on 20 February, 1956. 


GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT 


1. The expenditure of the central and general administra- 
tion of the State should be borne proportionately by the 
two regions and the balance of income from Telangana should 
be reserved for expenditure on the development of Telangana 
area. This arrangement will be reviewed after five years 
and can be continued for aiother five years if the Telangana 


menbers of the Assembly sodesire. 
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2. Prohibition in Telangana should be implemented 


in the manner decided upon by the Assembly members of Telangana. 


3. The existing educational facilities in Telangana 
should be secured to the students of Telangana and further 
improved. Admission to the colleges including technical 
institutions in the Telangana area should be restricted 


to the students of Telangana, or the latter should have 


“ ~ 


admission to the extent of one-third of the total admissions 
un the entire State, Whichever course is advantageous to 


Telangana students. 


4}. Retrenchment of services should be proportionate 
from both regions if 1t becomes inevitable due to integration. 
f 
5. Future recruitment to services will be on the basis 


of population from both regions, 


6. The position of Urdu in the administrative and 
judicial structure existing at present in the Telangana 
area may continue for five years, when the position may 
be reviewed by the Regional Council. So far (as) recruitment 
to services is concerned, knowledge of Telugu should not 


be insisted upon at the time of recruitment but they should 
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be required topass a prescribed Telugu test in two years 


after appointment. 


7. Some kind of domicile rules, e.g., residence for 
12 years should be provided in order to assure the prescribed 
; 
proportion to recruitment of services for Telangana area, 
8. Sales of Agricultural lands in Telangana area (1s) 


to be controlled by the Regional Council. 


: 9. A Regional Council will be established for the 
Telangana area with a view to secure its all round development 


in’ accordance with its needs and requirements. 


10. The Regional Council will consist of 20 members 
as follows: 9 members of the Assembly representing cach 
district of Telangana to be elected by the Assemnbly members 
of the Telangena districts separately, 6 members of the 
Adeenbiy or the Parliament elected by the Telangana representa-— 
tives of the Assembly, 5 members from outside the Assembly 


to be elected by the Telangana members of the Assembly. 


All ministers from Telangana area will be (1ts) members. 
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The Chief Minister or Deputy Chief Minister, whoever 
1s from Telangana, will be the Chairman of the Council. 


. 


Other Cabinet Ministers may also be invited. 


11.(a) The Regional Council will be a statutory body 
empowered to deal with and decide about matters mentioned 
above and those relating to planning and development, irrigation 
and other projects, industrial development within the general 
plan and recruitment to services insofar as they relate 
to Telangana area. If there is difference of opinion between 
the views of the Regional Council and the Government of 
the State, a reference may be made to the Government of 
India for final decision. 

(b) Unless revised earlier by agreement, this arrangement 


will be reviewed at the end of ten years. 


12. The cabinet will consist of members in proportion 
of 60 to 40 per cent for Andhra and Telangana respectively. 
Out of the 4OQ per cent Telangana Ministers one will be 


ae ‘ 


a Muslim from Telangana. 


13. If the Chief Minister is from Andhra, the Deputy 


Chicf Minister will be from Telangana and vice-versa. Two out 


226 


of the following portfolios will be assigned to Manisters 
from Telangana: (a) Home, (b) Finance, (c) Revenue, (d) Planning 
and Development, (¢) Commerce and Industry. This paved the wav 


for the formation of the Visalandhra. 


The Inter-State Committee of Ministers for Andhra 
State and Hyderabad State held on 30 September and 1 October, 
1956 at Kurnool, decided that the Official Gazette of the 
re-organised state would be called The Andhra Pradesh Gazette 
and it would be published every Thursday from Hyderabad. 4 
Further, at this meeting it was also decided that the strength 
of the Andhra Pradesh Public Service Commission should 


be four, a Chairman and three Members.“ 


The unified State of Andhra Pradesh was inaugurated 
by Prime Minister Nehru on 1 November, 1956. On the evening 
of 1 November, the Chief Minister N.Sanjeeva Reddy in his 


broadcast to the people of the State on the All India Radio, 


1. Government of Andhra Pradesh. G.0.Ms.No.1 General Administra- 
tion (S.R.A) Department, 1 November, 1956. 


2. Ibid., G.O.Ms.No.57, General Administration (Ser.A) 
Department, 2/| November, 1956. 
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Hyderabad said that the union of the two areas had started 
a new era in the history of the Andhras. There were, however, 
the problems arising out of this Unification and assured 
that the rights of the minorities would be safe-guarded 
and justice would be done to the erstwhile Hyderabad employees 
and the Gentlemen's Agreement would be implemented in letter 


and spirit. 


CHAPTER - VIII 


CONCLUS TIONS 


CHAPTER -— VIII 


CONCLUSIONS 


A During the Britash Rule in India t1i11 1947, the territorial 
divisions viz.. the Presidencies, Provinces and princely 
States were political and administrative divisions’ only 
and not at all cultural units. They emerged as consequences 
of politicial exigencies and they had nothing to do with 
the affinities and aspirations of the people living in 
those divisions. Happily, the Freedom Movement greatly 
supported the struggle for linguistic divisions of these 
territories which truly represented ‘the cultural affinities 


7 


and aspirations of the people. 


The Telugu~ speaking people were all under one administra- 
tion prior to 1766 under the Nizam of Hyderabad. After 
the Nizam gave away the Circar and Ceded Districts (Rayalaseema) 
to the British, the unity and identity of the Telugu people 
were fragmented. The British added the Telugu areas acquired 
from the Nizam to the Madras Presidency. Consequently the 
social, political, economic , and cultural , development of 

; 


the Telugu people sufferred a lot and their identity was 


almost lost in the composite Madras Presidency. 


‘ 
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AThe idea of unilingual states was an outcome of the 
partition of Bengal in 1904. The agitation that followed 
proved that language was a great force of integration 
The annulment of the Partition of Bengal was thus a clear 
recognition of a linguistic territorial division. The right 
of self determination of the people speaking the same language 
gained support from various linguistic people in the country. 
Therefore, the Telugu people of the Madras Presidency, 
who were anspired by the development of the Partition of 
Bengal and its annulment, began their agitation under the 
auspices of, the Andhra Mahasabha which became the sole 


representative organisation of all Andhra interests. , 


Similarly the Telugu speaking people of the Telangana 
region in the Nizam's dominions were also neglected and 
dented even the minimum civil rights by the saboenaeae 
Nizam Government. Therefore, they began to agitate first 
under the Nizam Rashtra Andhra Jana Sangham, later under 


the Nizam Andhra ‘Mahasabha which represented the interests 


of the Telangana people. 


The social reforms and the Library Movements in Andhra 


and Telangana areas gave new dimensions and encouragement 
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to the agitation- of the Telugu people. The conferences 
and the activities of ,the Andhra Mahasabha in the Andhra 
area and the Nizam Andhra Mahasabha in the Telangana area 
brought about a renaissance in the respective areas. Both 
the Mahasabhas worked within the compass of the Indian 
National Congress vis-a-vis the National Movement The 
Andhra Provincial Congress for Andhra area and the Hyderabad 
State Congress for Telangana became the representative 
bodies of the Congress. The vigorous and ceaseless efforts 
of the Andhra Mahasabha culminated in several significant 


achievements: 


1. A separate Andhra Provincial Congress Committee; 


2. Acceptance of the principle of linguistic provinces by 


the Indian National Congress as early as in 1920. 
3. Establishment of Andhra University. 
4, Sri Bagh Pact. 


5. Passing ‘of resolutions in the Madras Legislature 
recommending the creation of a separate province for Andhra 


and & Formation of Andhra State etc. 


| / 
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Similarly, the perisistant efforts of the Nizam Andhra 
Mahasabha were successful in stopping certain harmful practices 
1ike the Begar, the vVett2 and in getting the restrictions 
laid by the Nizam Government for holding social gatherings 


and conferences removed. 


~ 


After the Andhra State was formed in 1953, the idea 
of Visalandhra was propagated and discussed. The period 
between 1953 and 1956 was marked not only by a rapid growth 
of public opinion in the direction of Visalandhra but also 
a Sc aiahieane change in the attitude of the Government 
of India-as well as the Government of Hyderabad. When most 
of the leaders from Andhra and Telangana were contemplating 
on Visalandhra under the auspices of the Visalandhra Mahasabha, 
the State Re-organisation Commission appointed by the Government 
of India recommended for a _ separate Telangana State to 
begin with for 2 period of five years. This recommendation 
gave a ray of “hope to certain leaders in Telangana who 
started Telangana Praja Samathi to agitate for a separate 
Telangana. But, 1t could not hold on for long as majority 


of the people there were in.favour of Visalandhra. 


The Telangana area having been under feudal rule for a 


long period, tne people of the region were politically backward. 
~ ON 
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This backwardness had its effects on the social, economic 
and cultural developments of the region. Therefore’ the 
Telangana people expressed fears that in the event of their 
merger with the Andhra State, the latter would dominate 
over them. Therefore the people of Telangana demanded certain 
safeguards, 1f they were to be merged in the Andhra State. 
The offer of the Andhra leaders who came forward to protect 
the interests of the Telangana people on the lines of the 
Sri Bagh Pact removed their doubts and apprehensions. The 
initiative and interest taken by the leaders of the Andhra 
State, the Hyderabad State and the central leaders for 
arriving at the Gentlemen's Agreement which set at rest 
all the doubts and fears of the Telangana people, paved 


the way for the creation of Visalandhra i.e. Andhra Pradesh 


on 1 November, 1956. 


Further, the study reveals how regional problems could 
be solved if the people of a region followed the golden 
maxim of mutual adjustment, under an enlightened national 


= ~ 


leadership. Ly 


The illustrations of ‘the map of Andhra Desa including 


the Telangana districts drawn up as early as 1912 under the 


J 
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auspices of the Andhra Mahasabha; the Andhra flag of Andhra 
Mahasabha; and the Andhra National Flag designed by the 
Andhra Parliament, which was unfurled at Vijayawada on 
26 March, 1939 have been made use of an this study and their 
Significance 1s brought out. These illustrations have not 
been mentioned or described in any of the serious studies 


made so far on this subject. 


Similarly, the Retrocession Proposal of the Nizam 
of Hyderabad made in 1940s to get back the Circar Districts 
from the British for a monitary consideration of & 50,00,000 
and the connected events and correspondences on this interesting 
issue have been for the first time discussed in the present 


study. 
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APPENDIX -I 


SRI BAGH PACT-1937 


(Pact between the people of Rayalaseema and those of Coastal 
Districtsfrom Berhampore to Madras) 


UNIVERSITY:—- This committee is of opinion that two 
University centres are to be developed under the Andhra 
University, one at Waltarr and the other at Anantapur so 
as to distribute the centres of culture over the Andhradesa, 
and create opportunities for social and cultural intercourse 
amongst the Andhras and locate colleges in areas favourable 


to the subjects dealt with. 


IRRIGATION:~ That to ensure the rapid development of 
the Agricultural and Economic interests of  Rayalaseema 
and Nellore on to the level of those in the coastal districts, 
schemes of airrigation should, for a period of ten years 
or such longer period as conditions many, necessitate, be 
given a preferential claim specially in respect of: the 
utilization of the waters of Thungabhadra, Krishna and Pennar , 
giving for ten years exclusive attention in respect of major 


projects beneficial to these areas. 
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That whenever the question of sharing waters arise, 
the needs of the aforesaid areas be first met and that 
this policy be implemented as from to-day in the administration 
of the province. 

LEGISLATURE:- That an the matter of general seats 
in the Legislature, the distribution shali be generally 


on an equal district basis. 


It 1s agreed that the location of the University, 
the Headqurters and the High Court may advantageously be 
in different places so as not to concentrate all civic 

i) 


importance at the same centre. : 


Accordingly, it 1s agreed that while the University 
may continue to be where it is, the High Court and the 
Metropolis be located i1n suitable places in the coastal 
districts and. the Rayalaseema, the choice being given to 
the Rayalaseema. It shall however, be open to vary these terms 


iby common consent. 


(Sd.) K.Kot1 Reddy (Sd.) B.Pattabhisitaramayya. 
Chairman of the (Sd.) Konda Venkatappayya. 
Committee. (Sd.) Pappur Ramachariu. 

(Sd.) Kallur Subba Rao. (Sd.) R.Venkatappa Naidu. 

( 


(Sd.) L.Subbarama Reddy. Sd.) H.Sitarama Reddy. 


d 
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APPENDIX -TITI 


LEADERS OF ANDHRA MAHASABHA CONFERENCES 


Year, Place President _ 
1913 Bapatla B.N.Sarma : 
1914 Vijayawada Nyapathi Subba Rao 
1915 Visakhapatnam Rajah of Panagal 
1916 Kakinada Mocherla Ramachander Rao 
1917 Nellore Konda Venkatappayya 
1918 Guntur Kasinadhuni Nageshwara Rao 
(Special Conference) 
1918 Cuddapah 2 Nemali Pattabhirama Rao 
1919 Anantapur am Gadicherla Harisarvothama Rao 
1920 Mahanandi A.Ranganatha Mudaliar 
1921 Berhampore Rajah Kotagiri Venkatakrishna 
Sas Rao, Zamindar, Gampalagudem. 
1922 Chittoor Vedma Venkataraya Sdstri 
1924 Madras ‘ Cattamanchi Ramalinga Reddy 
1925 Masulipatam Sami Venkatachalam Chetty 
1926 Eluru Raja Meka Venkatadri Appa Rao, 
Zamindar, Vuyyur. 
1927 Anantapur O.Lakshmanaswami1 Rao 
1928 Nandyala Sarvepall1 Radhakrishnan 
1929 Vijayawada C.V.S.Narasimha Raju | 
1930 Guntur V.V.Jogaiah Pantulu 
1931 Madras K.Kot1 Reddy 


1932 Vijayawada K.V.Reddy Naidu 
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S.No. Year Place President 
21 1934 Visakhapatnam Deshpandya Subba Rao 
22 1936 Kakinada Vemavarapu Ramadas Pantulu 
23 1937 Vijayawada (Silver K.Koti Reddy 
Jubilee Conference) 
(Silver Jubilee T.N.Ramakrishna Reddy 
Celebration) 
24 1938 Madras Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 
25 1939 Guntur Madabhush1 


Anantasayanam Ayyangar 


26 1941 Visakhapatnam Maharajkumar Sir Vijaya 
Ananda Gajapathi 


27 1943 Bellary Maharajkumar Sir Vijaya 
Ananda Gajapathi 


28 1947 Guntur Kumar Rajah of Vuyyuru 
Special Conference 


29 1951 Guntur Gadicherila 
Harisarvothama Rao 
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APPENDIX - Iv 


| Region wise distribution of population as per The States 


Re-organisatio Act. 

S.No. Territory Population Percentage to 
- total Population 

4 Undevided Hyderabad 18,655,108 100.0 

State. 
2. Territory going to 10,752, 332 57-6 

Andhra Pradesh ‘ 
3. Territory:going to 5,185,243 27.8 

Bombay State 
4, Territory going to 2,717,533 14.6 


Mysore State 


The population ratio in relation to successor state from 
Hyderabad State was 57.64%, 27.79 and 14.57 for Andhra Pradesh, 
Bombay and Mysore respectively which was notified by The Government 


of India along with cther territories.* 


1. Government of Andhra Pradesh, G.O.Ms.No.69, General Administra- 
tion (S&A) Department, 27 November ,1951. 


2. Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs, Notification 
No.26/6/56 - SR.1., 17 October, 1956, Gazette of India Extraordi- 
nary, Part-1, Section 1, 17 October, 1956. 

\ 
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